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The Greek Origins of Byzantine Philosophy
(Comparative critical analysis study - representative models)
Dr. Nahed Ebrahim Mohamed Mohamed
Abstract

Greek philosophy continued to exist until it was imitated by the Jewish and
Christian West, and the Islamic East, then it developed in the Middle Ages, whose
philosophy begins to be precise in the ninth century and ends roughly in the fourteenth
century AD. However, there is a (forgotten) philosophical stage that combines the two
philosophies: the ancient and the medieval, namely (Byzantine Philosophy), which
extends, approximately, from the third to the fifteenth century AD, during the Roman
occupation of Greece. It is a Roman philosophy in the Greek language, and it has a
philosophical flavor that makes it a unique syncretic thought, all between Roman thought
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and the Greek mentality, especially in light of the influence of Byzantine thought by the
flags of Greek philosophy in the two eras: Hellenic and Hellenistic alike.
- The problem of the study:

The problem of the study lies in the attempt to answer the following question: What
are the Greek origins of Byzantine philosophy? So that we can get acquainted with the
nature of Byzantine philosophy, its most important intellectual features, and its most
famous figures, with an explanation of the aspects of its influence by representative
examples of Greek philosophy, Hellenic and Hellenistic alike, and direct appropriate
criticism of it.

- As for the study's questions, they can be summarized as follows:

1- What is meant by the term (Byzantine philosophy)? And when did it start? And how
long did it last? What are its main stages and topics?

2- Is Byzantine thought considered pure theological thinking?

3- What is the difference between: (Byzantine philosophy) and (Latin Western
philosophy)?

4- How did the thinkers of Byzantium deal with the personality of Socrates, and his ideas,
in their writings?

5- To what degree were Byzantium thinkers interested in Aristotle's philosophy?

6- What explanations and comments made by: (George Pachymere), (Michael Psellos),
(George Plethon), (George Scholarios), and (Michael of Ephesus) on Aristotle's
philosophy?

7- How was (Simplicius of Cilicia) influenced by Stoic moral thought?

- Approach used: The questions of this study were answered using appropriate research
methods, such as: the historical, analytical, critical, and comparative method.

Keywords : Byzantine-Hellenic- Hellenistic- Latin- Socrates- Aristotle- Stoic.
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