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Philosophy of Religion in the Feminist Trend of Pamela Anderson

Abstract

Feminist philosophy of religion is a more recent development within
Western philosophy that poses feminist questions about religious texts,
traditions, and practices, often with the aim of critiquing, redefining, or
reconstructing the entire field in light of gender studies.

Feminist philosophy of religion is important to feminist and
nonfeminist philosophy alike for providing a critical understanding of
various religious concepts, beliefs, and rituals, as well as of religion as a
cultural institution that defines, sanctions, and sometimes challenges
gender roles and gender-inflected representations. It is equally important
for feminist theory, which frequently neglects the academic study of
religion, as for analytic philosophy of religion, which seldom takes into
account gender or race or class. This entry considers the work of both
critique and reconstruction as it has developed in feminist philosophies of
religion over the last several decades.

Anderson presents her view on the feminist philosophy of religion and
gender, seeing that the feminist philosophy of religion is not the
experiences of women, their position, or their perspective, but rather an
achievement of an informed, cognitive perspective resulting from the
struggle of women and men who controlled, exploited, or persecuted.
Feminist knowledge theory deals with the perspective of women who
have been oppressed by monotheistic religious beliefs. Anderson raises a
set of questions about what is rational construction of belief and the
production of knowledge? What are the ways in which the focus on
justifying dominant beliefs (women's beliefs) is excluded? What is the
role of women in thinking, by assuming that certain beliefs should be
evaluated only for the sake of their reality? And does a woman really
need to deify her self in the sense of a personal existence that specifically
supports her as a female? Is deity the model that represents the
distinguishing characteristics of a woman's self?

Anderson argues that politics cannot be separated from philosophy and
religion, and calls for the use of reason because it enables us to
distinguish between good and evil beliefs. Anderson turns her attention to
marginalized groups in Western societies, especially black Africans who
have been socially persecuted because of race and white supremacy over

blacks.
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