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Semantics Development and Degradation in Vernacular Language

(Youth Language in Al-Baha region as a model)

MAKEEN BIN HOFAN BIN MAKEEN AL MOHSEN AL-QARNI
Department of Arabic Language - College of Science and Arts in Al MakhwahAl
Baha University- Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Email: makeen.h@hotmail.com

Abstract

The present research investigates semantics development
and degradation in vernacular language, and takes youth
language in Al-Baha region as a model, and among its
objectives is to monitor the most important reasons that lead
young people to use special words among themselves, to
identify the most important features of the youth’s language,
and to theorize the reasons for semantics development and
deterioration, and application to some of the current words

of young people.

In order to achieve its objectives, the research adopted
a descriptive approach, and among the most important
conclusions: Most of the words of youth were derived from
two main fields: the field of sex, and the field of filth and
impurity. It was found that some of the words in these two
fields were well spoken or less degraded in the old usage,
then young people used it for degenerate or degraded
meanings, or it used for degraded meanings and then youth
used it for a higher or less degraded meanings, and saying
that semantics is degraded in the studied words does not
mean that they have higher connotations, the previous
connotation may be neutral, not judged by sophistication or
degradation, or it is relatively low and then increased in

youth use of degradation by allocating it in a specific field.

Keywords: youth, development, degradation, change, special
language..
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