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Cross border Coins in Western Europe in The
Middle Age
The Islamic Mancus Engraved” as a model.

Iman Abd el Tawab Khalawy Hassanin

Department of History - Faculty of Arts - Damanhour
University- Egypt.

Email: eman.khalawi@art.dmu.edu.eg

Abstract :

In The world of Medieval ages, there were "cross-border
currencies', because It did not recognize political, religious,
linguistic, ethnic borders. One of these coins was the
Engraved coin whose name derived from the word manqush
in relation to the Arabic and Islamic writings and drawings
on which it was written. Although the beginning of the
engraved coin was in the " Islamic Orient " as an Islamic
dinar, but it soon moved to Western Europe and was
Circulated in France, Italy, England and Germany. the first
beneficiary of this gold coin was the rich classes of the
nobility , merchants in addition to the kings & The clergy
.Mancus for its easy circulation outside or within European
borders can be described as '‘the currency of kings and
merchants’. The research has attempted to answers several
historical issues about this Islamic currency such as: how this
Islamic currency moved in to the borders of the Western
Europe ? and study the Attitude of the papacy from the
Mancus ? Did they welcome their use or prohibit their
circulation? . and Because the Mancus was witnessed its
golden age at a time ,when the papacy sought to Besieged the
Muslims commercially either at the border trade or foreign
trade in general, while constituting the primary obstacles to
the idea of economic siege. The study also refers to the role
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played by Muslims to reinforcement and supporting the
Islamic Mancus, especially in the common border areas in
Spain, southern Italy and Sicily, until it was stopped in
Western Europe in the Y Yth century .
Keywords : Coins, Cross border, Western Europe, The
Middle Age, Islamic Coins, Manqush
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Society , Vol. 50, 1916, p. 143 .
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(10) Philip Grierson : Carolingian Europe and the Arabs " the Myth of the
Mancus" , p. 1068 — 1069 , 1072 ; Vivien Prigent : Le Mythe du Mancus et
les Origines de L’Economie, in R.N , Actes de la Table Ronde, Autour de
I’oeuvre de Pierre Bastien. Monnayage impérial romain — Corpus — Ateliers
"13-14 mai 2013", Lyon , 2014, p. 706 — 707.
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(11)Philip Grierson : Carolingian Europe and The Arabs " The Myth of The
Mancus" , p. . ; Chas Keary : The Coinage of Christian Europe , ed. ed. by
Stanley Lane poole , in Coins and Medals: Their Place in History and Art
""Authors of the British Museum Official Catalogues" , London , 1885, p. 80
-81.
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(12) Armand O. Citarella: Patterns in Medieval Trade: The Commerce of
Amalfi Before the Crusades , in J.EH. , Vol. 28 , No.4 , Dec.1968,
Cambridge University Press , p. 552- 553 ; Andrew S.ehrenkreutz : Studies
in the Monetary History of the Near East in the Middle Ages Ages " The
Standard of Fineness of Western and Eastern Dinars before the Crusades",
in J.E.S.H.O, Vol. 6, No. 3 (Dec.,1963) , Brill , Michigan,p.251-252.

(13) Iohannes VIII papa : Iohnnes VIII papa Athanasium episcopum
Neapolitanum , Petrum episcopum et Pulcarim peraefecturium Amalfitanos,
episcopum Caietanum et Docibilem et lohannem hypatos paribus hortatur ,
ut tandem aliquando foedus ictum cum saracenis usque ad 1 Decebris 879
dissolvant Pulcarim praeterea ab infestatione Pandenulfi Capuani iudicis
dehortatur ( Sept. 879),in Reg. Iohn. VIII , ed. Casp,in M. G. H, tom. V,
p- 204 — 205 ; Iohannes VIII papa : Iohnnes VIII papa Petrum episcopum et
Pulcarium et populum Amalfitanum hoortatur , ut a foedere Saracenorum
tandem recedant , annuam pecuniam et insuper donum 1000 mancusorum
eis promittit , alioquin eis anathema et mercatus impedimenta minatur=

= (Dec. 879) , in Reg. Iohn. VIII , ed. Casp,in M. G. H, tom. V, p. 218 -219 . v
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(14) Iohannes VIII papa : Iohnnes VIII papa Kaolomanno regi scribit se et
paganorum  persecution, quibus censum vigintiquinque milium
mancusorum solverit , et Lamberti ac Adelberti marchionum fraude
impetitum navale iter in Franciam aggressum esse ad synodum
celebrandam Petrum presb . card commendat . ( Mai 878 ) , in Reg. Iohn.
VIII , ed. Casp , in M. G. H, tom. V, p. 85 — 86 ; Ferdinand Gregorovius:
History of the City of Rome in the Middle Ages , vol. 3 , Cambridge
University Press , Cambridge , 2010, p. 184.
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(15) Vivien Prigent : Le Mythe du Mancus et les Origines de L’Economie,p. 704
—705.
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(16) Einhard : op. cit. p. 43 — 44 .
cdagdl B Y W dudla i (YY)
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(18)Vivien Prigent : op.cit., p. 722, 726 .

(19)Rory Naismith : Islamic Coins from Early Medieval England , in N. C.
(1966 ) , vol. 165 , Royal Numismatic Society , 2005 , p. 194 ; Allan J. :
Offa's Imitation of An Arab Dinar , in N.C.J.R.N.S. , 4 th series ,vol. 14
(1914 ), Royal Numismatic Society , 1914 ,p. 77— 78.
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(20)Allan J. : Offa's Imitation of An Arab Dinar, p. 79 ; Adrien de Longperier:
Remarkable Gold Coin OF OFFA , in N.C., Vol. 4 ( apr.1841- Jan.1842 ) ,
Royal Numismatic Society , p. 232 —233.
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William the Conqueror : Letter of The King William the Conqueror to
Pope Gregory VII in 1079 , in Kings "Letters From the Days of Alfred to
the Coming of The Tutors", vol .1 , p.5—6; Roger of Wendover: op .cit, .
vol .2 , p. 264 — 265 ; see also C .Ency : .Article of Peter's pence.
(23) Allan J. : Offa's Imitation of An Arab Dinar, p. 81, 87 — 88 ; Adrien de
Longperier: Remarkable Gold Coin of Offa, p. 233 —234.
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(24) William of Malmesbury: Chronicale of The Kings of England From The
Earliest period to The Reign of King Stephen, Tran. By J. A. Giles, London ,
1847, p. 82, 121; Asser of saint David's : Annals of The Reign Alfred The
Great "from A.D. 849 to 887" , in Six Old English Chronicles , ed. & by ,
Tran. By J. A. Giles, London , 1884, p. 49; Roger of Wendover : op.cit., vol.
1, p. 186.

(25) Rory Naismith: Six English Finds of Carolingian-Era Gold Coins , in N.C,
vol. 170 , Royal Numismatic Society, 2010, p. 218, 223.
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(26) N. M. Lowick : A New Type of "Solidus Mancus" , in N.C. , 7 th Series,
Vol. 13, Royal Numismatic Society , 1973, p. 173 -174 .
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