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Argument of Dialogue in Najeeb Mahfouz' Karnak 
By Omayma Subhi Khalil Alaa Eldeen 

Abstract: 
Dialogue is an arena for the exchange of ideas, attitudes 

and ideologies, as Bakhtin said. In this sense, it is considered 

one of the persuasive argumentative means of communication 

between the sides involved. There is no doubt that the 

multiplicity and diversity of ideologies is a fertile environment 

for the growth, development and emergence of dialogue in 

different patterns. This research paper attempts an analysis of 

the patterns of dialogue in one of the most famous novels of 

Mahfouz: Karnak. It highlights the argumentative function of 

each pattern and creates a link between theses functions and 

Mahfouz's aims of evaluating the Revolution of July 1952, 

highlighting its real achievements and monitoring its negatives, 

which led to the June 1967 setback. 
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