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The Abstract

In pursuit of finding the root of the Islamic doctrine without the divisions
made by various schools of thought, and out of a persistent desire to reunite the
Islamic nation, I discuss, in this study, the etymology of the term Ahlus-Sunnah
wa’l-Jama’ah¢ indicating that this term is not restricted to anyone, and that the
only criterion upon which this term is given to one group or another is the extent
of adherence to the Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah of the Prophet, peace and
blessings be upon him.
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Hence, the main objective of this research is to prove with irrefutable evidence
that the Ash’aris and the Maturidis - through a thorough reading of “Ilm al-
Kalam”¢ Islamic scholastic theology, are most worthy of the title “Ahlus-Sunnah
wa’l-Jama’ah” - not the cause of polytheism and delusion among Muslims as
referred to by Salafists . This worthiness comes from their success in clarifying the
correct Islamic doctrine, and the fact that they followed the path of the righteous
predecessors in all doctrine-related-matters, and defended Islam and Muslims
therein¢ especially the book of Al-Ibana by Al-Ashari, and interpretations of the
Sunnis by al-Maturidi.
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