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Evolution of Swahili Poetry
Ali Amin Al-Laboudi
Department of Swahili Literature - Graduate School of
African Studies — Cairo University
Email : dralialleboudy@gmail.com
Abstract:
There is an extended conflict between two trends.
Supporters of the first trend regard that the literary text just
as cause and effect, and its meanings must be disclosed by
linking it to its external context. The social method, the
historical method and the psychological method enter in
this area. And the second trend tries to study the literary
text by means of full attention of internal linguistic
structure. Change in literature is affected from within the
text (intra-textually) or is triggered from outside the text
(extra—textually). The intra-textual approach to change in
literature is associated with literary methods of “formalism”
and “structuralism”.
In this study however, we recognize the inadequacy of
paying full attention to the inner linguistic structure of a
generic form, at the expense of ideas, tropes, imagery,

themes and characters. The insistence of any probe into
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the inner mechanism of the structure only, is not always
adequate, especially in a study like this one which
considers tropes, imagery, characters, history, themes etc.
The aim of this study there is twofold. First, to establish
the change that took place in the Swahili poetry—both
thematically and formally. Second, to try to find a
correlation between the change that takes place in the
Swalhili poetry and the societal concomitants that may have
certain influence in the thematic and stylistic shift of the
Swalhili poetry.

Key words: Swahili poetry - classicism — neoclassicism —

conflict — realism — modernity
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\ ¢ ¢ — Jamii silaha piya,
Haziniuwi swabiya,
lla nimezokwambiya,

Ni ya kweli yote piya.
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Bismila nandiliza, kwa Jina lako muweza

Ya Rabi nipa majaza, niweze kuitungiya.
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Angolengole mwanangu
Mwanangu nakuchombeza
Nakuchombeza ulale
Ulale ukiamka
Nikupikie ubwabwa
Na mchuzi wa machaza
Ukilia waniliza
Wanikumbusha ukiwa

Ukiwa wa baba na mama
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Hali wakwalaye, kukwelakwe, Mitumi yote
Uwengo usio, kulichewa, ni n m' moja sama
Kawafani nawe, rifaani, pahajazile
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Wangapi dunia waipeteo
Wakataladhadhi kwa shani lawo
lkawasumbika kwa mizagao

wakanguka zanda waziumiye

Tandi la mauti likawakota
Wakauma zanda na kuiyuta
Na dunia yao ikawasuta

Ichamba: Safari! munikiye!!
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Nanda kubutadi, kwa Isimu, Yake Qahari

Pamwe na himdi, na swalatu, za Mukhutari
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Nina makusudi, nimependa, kuyadhukuri

Mwakuwa kwake, Muhamadi, kipendi chema.
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Nanda Bisimila, kwa Isimu, yangu nudhuma
Na Al-hamdu, kiratili, kama kusoma
Swala na Salamu, nda Mtumi, Na walo nyuma
Ali na Swahabu, na dhuriya, wenye karama
Na wafuweseo, Wafuwasi, twariki njema
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Yailahi toba, kwako ya Jaliya6 x 6
Nakuomba Raba, dhambi nifutiya 6 x 6
Sajaba, nipokeya 3 x 4

Matwilaba, ya kweleya 4 x4
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Alikaba, nalekeya 4 x 4
Na habiba, taniombeya 4 x 4
Nkuruba, tarajiya 4 x 4
Kwako Marahaba, nakupondokeya 6 x 6
Nataka ijara, llahi Jaliya 6 x 6
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Nao Walidirikana wazee kwa wana

Mchumwa na muungwana mahali pamoya
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Nazitamani sura umbo na jiha yako 7x7
Unipe ishara niyuwe hakika yako 6 x 8
Nikupate mara niukate wangu mwako 6x 8
Unipushiye madhara nalingi sikitiko 8 x 7
Uzitowe na hasira zote na maudhiko 8 x 7
Mwenye kupenda hana sizinga kwako 9 x §
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Paa, kipungu mpaazi, upaae usoktua,
Paa, niya wake mbazi, wapikao na
kwepua,

Paa, vimbate mkwezi, lisije kushuka yua,

Paa, nimeiteua, usikzeni mshindo
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Mtu chake apendacho, hakina ila machoni,
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Mwenye mapenzi haoni,

ingawa anayo macho.
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Upeke faida yake, nimekaa nikiwaza,

Heri leo nitanuke, haifai kuitunza,

Upeke ni makeke, hasa siku ya giza,
Itakapo watu wake, nchi kuiongoza
Tanganyika ina chama, kale kimeanza,

Kusudile ni jema, chataka wanaowaza,
Wote mkisimama, Kazi hii kufanyiza,
Itafuata heshima, dhiki kuzituza. Ku. 9 - 10
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Bismillahi, naikadimu,
Hali ya kutunga hino nudhumu,
Na Ar-Rhmani kiirasimu,

Basi Ar-Rahimi nyuma ikaye.

Nataka himdi nitangulize,
lli mdarisi asiulize,
Akamba himdi uitusize,
Kapakaza illa isiyo nduye.
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Sasa takhitimu tatia tama,
Atakofuata na kuyandama,
Tapata khatima na mwisho mwema,
Rabbi twakuomba tujaaliye.
Rabbi mrahamu mwenye kutunga,
Na mezokhitimu mja malenga,
Sala na salamu ni zao kinga,
Rabbi takabali ziwashukiye.
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Laiti Siwele Nyuni
Laiti siwele nyuni haruka haja uliko
Tukangia faraghani hapungua sikitiko
Hakupa yangu lisani nawa ukanipa wako

Hakupa yongu lisani nawa ukanipa wako

Natamani kuja kwako lakini sina idhini.

Dalili ya kutamani nawe waifahamia

Uningizile moyoni siwezi kuvumilia
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Ndipo hafanya huzuni shughuli ikaningia

Kwako natamani kuya lakini sina idhini.””
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Siche kifaru na ndovu wangakukalia mbele
Wangawa nyama wa nguvu siwache hawakumbile

Kambe nao washupavu, kwamba hawalimshile

Mjenga nyumba halale yulele ukumbizani (%
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Ngome ni ngome ya mawe na fusi la kufusiza
Ngome ni ya matumbwe na boriti na kuikiza

Ngome wetwapo sikawe, enda hima na kufuza

Ngome imetuumiza, naswi tu mumo ngomeni(”
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Tumwi ukifika Zinji, Zinji la Mwana Aziza

Wambile waje kwa unji, unji tutawapunguza
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Hawatatupiga msinji jengo wakalitimiza

wakija wakitekeza, maneno ni ufuoni.
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Kwa heri mwana kwa heri, nenda zangu Ngezi—Maji
Nimeazimu safari kwa p'epo za maleleji
Kwa malenge na shuwari natwakali Mpaji

Baada ya dhiki faraji hakuna lisilokuwa'”
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Simba wa maji
Ndimi t'aza nembetele, majini ndimi mbuaji
Nishikapo nishikile, nyama ndimi mshikaji
ndipo nami wasinile, nimewashinda walaji

Kiwiji simba wa maji: msonijua juani ¢
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Jinga ni jinga la moto lifukalo likawaka

Jinga lina utukuto lijapozima hufuka

Jinga ndia za mateto ndizo ambazo lashika

Jinga limekwerevuka hilino si jinga tena (8!
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Kisimbo cha mkunazi P'embe ya nyati gongeya
Na upatu wa Hijazi muangaye k'angayeya
Ikusanye wmaizi wakaye safu pamoja

Na imbao kipoteya kirudiwa nasiize.

cusalad) 08 Glind) 3 jad Lary Gl
(debad) Ao A Lae) AL 4y jlaal) duwladl) dinall o g 8l
1 93aly g baa 1 g3y o) plikadl) podaiony a
ciuall b agad) g
ac iy ((slad) agldad A iy olad) o o G
(Ale o2 i) i gy Ladis (O i) o2 lay
=) aly Cun (e 79l R S gay s (6% Shairi edd) J<i g
Y Baaal) Gig lal e aedl jedld) didag S o8 (Al 13y Ll day )
Bloadly 4l Jaiad i) ciaual LAY Al gud) 48 SLaY o i b
)l ity ) ol pedd) JShy L oWy juanl) b Adalan jiSY)
JS (A U3s V1 gl b dS B A X A g e panill e o O b b
abiial) s aal) 8 A8l ¢ cpalil) adaial) die jaall & A ¢ o
(o) ) i 85 s daaly A JSAY 1igd praal g L s (uabid)
podl s

=



ol gl il gl

1y GO dun gl b o)l gl aal o gla o Shiga iy

Al b A ) g adhg (Agly 8 e g b Sy (JSAd)

Aoy ) Jia cigaall alaig < jlaall 5 sld) & Lagad () g
(M) ) Al o Jay a Jla 13a LAY 5 & paad)

Sichi nlichokiona nilicho chandika icho
Sichi sikiwati tena naradhiwa kufa nacho
Sichi ni cha waungwana ndicho chakula walacho

Sichi wala sina kicho sitili moyo huzunni.
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Wajibu wetu ni kusonga mbele, kufanya

uchunguzi zaidi katika ushairi wa Waswabhili
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wa pwani na Waswahili wa Bara, kusoma tungo
za mataifa mengine na za nyakati mbali

mbali, na kutumia ujuzi huo na uwezo na
vipaji vyetu kuiendeleza sanaa ya ushairi."
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"Uwanja wa ushairi ni mpana sana, hauanzii

wala haishi katika vina na mizani. Washairi

wa Kiswahili wasitosheke na ujuzi walio nao
na vilemba vya "ustadh' na "'ushaha wa

malenga' anbavyo baadhi yao wamevikwa...
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Wao pia, kama sisi, wanawajibika kujielimisha
ama sivyo maendeleo ya fasihi na hasa

ushairi yatawaacha nyuma.”
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Nakumbuka Namgondo mabhali nilipozaliwa
Yako wapi tena mawele, mawele tuliyopiga
Leo hapa, kesho pale, kesho kutwa kwa jirani?
Viko wapi viazi vitamu vilivyowashinda walaji

Shambani vikajiozea kwa kutokuwa na bei?

Iko wapi tena pamba tuliyovuna kwa wingi
Vyumba vikajaa, watu tukavihama!
Nawakumbuka wanawake wenye nyingi shanga
Karibu na barabara wakikoga kisimani
Na hapa pembeni, watu wanavuna mpunga

Uko wapi tena mpunga uliokitajirisha watu? Ku.67-68
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Najua unanipenda
Najua kuwa wewe unanipenda,
lla sijui kama ninakupenda,
Ewe bibi mzuri nihurumie,
Niombee na mimi nijitambue

Uzuri wako hakika naona. Uk.1
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Kiswahili sinabudi, kukipa sana makamo,

Ni lugha yangu ya jadi, kwa uzawa nimo humo,
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Yanipatia muradi, na kunikuzia kimo,
Nitokapo ni jadidi, pia heshimani nimo.
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"Kitabu hiki kimeitwa Mashairi ya Kisasa
hasa kwa sababu mitindo iliyotumika humu
ni ya aina tofauti kabisa na ile iliyozoewa.

Wshairi wengi wanazijua na kufuata
kanuni za mizani, vina, vibwagizo na
kadhalika kama anavyoeleza marehemu
Kaluta Amri Abedi katika kitabu chake Sheira
za Kutunga Mashairi na Diwani ya Amri...
Walakini ni maoni yetu pia kwamba utunzi
wa mashairi hauna budi kuwa na uhai

kama ilivyo lugha yenyewe ya Kiswabhili;
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yaani utunzi wa mashairi hauna budi
kubadilikabadilika. Njia nyingine nzuri na
mpya hazina budi kuvumbuliva na watunzi

wenye ari ya kuendeleza kipawa chao

cha mashairi na lugha ya Kiswabhili.”
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Viongozi wa Afrika
Viongozi wa Afrika
Wenye hisa za kampuni
Wengineo za viwandani
Wengi waziweka benkini

Wachache zimo mashambani

Wasaliti

Wa umati

Viongozi wa Afrika

Wanotawala wa mabavu
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Kujifanya ni washupavu
Wao wachache ni werevu

Na umma wote ni mpumbavu

Wanafiki

Wazandiki

Viongozi wa Afrika
Wapendao lao kabila
Kulijaza kila mahali
Kwa kuwatafutia kula

Wengine kuwapa madhila

Wahaini

Wa watani
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Viongozi wa Afrika
Wanaotumia mapesa
Wakaogelea anasa
Nayo mitindo ya kisasa

Wakaivamia kwa sesa

Viongozi wa Afrika
Wanaotaliki umma
Wakauweka sana nyuma
Na wao kujipa heshima

Kuzifakamia neema

Majangili

Majahili
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Viongozi wa Afrika
Wanaozipokea rushuwa
lli huduma kuzitowa
Haki ya mtu kununuwa

Ni umma unodhulumiwa

Viongozi wa Afrika
Wanohongwa na mabepari
Kwa kuutaka utajiri
Bila ya kujali hatari

Nchi zao kuwa fakiri

Majasusi

Mafisadi
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Viongozi wa Afrika
Wnaonyenyekea fahari
Na zikawapanda jeuri
Kuwaingia na kiburi

Hawanazo tena saburi

Mafedhuli

Madhalili Ku.22-24
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Utawala
Utawala
Hatuutaki wa kimwinyi
Uwafugao wanyang' anyi
Kurithishana vinyinginyi

Tuukataye

Utawala

Pia usiwe kibepari
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Wachache kawa wanawiri
Wengi wao wakakithiri

Tuwaangushe!

Utawala
Wa kitumwa usitokee
Na wala tusiupokee
lla sote tuugomee

Tuchachamaye!

Utawala
Wa Afrika iliyo "huru'
Viongozi tu 'kushukuru'

Na umma hawaudhukuru
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Tuupinduwe!

Utawala
Udikiteta kifanyakazi
Uongozao mapinduzi
Tabaka kukata mizizi

Tuudumishe! Uk.31
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Fungate
Fungate ya uhuru, bado inaendeleya

"Harusi" wana nuru, wazuri wanavutiya

Wengi inawadhuru, na tena wanaumiya.

Karamu za fahari, mabembe ya kupepewa
Na majumba mazuri, wamekwisha jijengeya

Watembea kwa gari, hivi zimewazoweya

Ngoma zisizokwisha, na kupeyana fidiya
Kila siku zakesha, na kuhamiya hamiya

Mpigo huu ukisha, nwengine unaingiya

—@;




ol gl il gl

Wanajua kucheza, na midenguo piya
Bulbuli wamekaza, darizi kuzipanyia

Kubadhi wacharaza, mlio unavitia

Kungwi hugawa tunzo, harusi kuwagawiya
Hodari wa michezo, ziada kujipatiya

Naye huchukua mzo, gharama kuzifidiya

Ndoa haihongeri watoka na kuingia
Ndani waketi wari, harusi haijaingiya

wazijali fahari, suna wanaikimbiya. Uk.1
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Kusimamia Guu Moja

Guu moja nimesimamia,
kidete ardhi hii,
yenye shiba ela tupu
Nimesimama tokea n'lipozaliwa
inapata hamsini miaka!
Nimechoka ingawa sipaswi kuchoka,
Kwani nachelea kuanguka!
Vizizi vyangu vyembamba vimechipuza,

dhaifu mfano wa nyusi,

Pumzi za uhai vyajaribu kuvuta!
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Chini ya unyayo wangu

Nimo ninajichungua,
kama wengine wanichunguavyo...
Mna kitu rutubani mwangu,
ela hamna kitu ndani ya rutuba!
Nimo n, apiga kelele,
hakuna anayenisikia!

Hata huyu ambaye ndu' yangu,
mkalia mjaliwa yangu!
Nikiwa nagusa ncha za usasa,
bado naishi karne nyuma!
Mama wa ulimwengu mimi,
Mkongwe umri wangu

ela bado ni mkembe!
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kila siku sijiwezi
kila siku nimchanga
kila siku n' ayumbika

Kwenye pepo kali

zinazonichanachana

kuninyambua bila kufa!

Nasimamia guu noja
Nikitzama viale vya watu vikikua!
Vikichipua kwa nguvu!
'kichipua haraka haraka,
na mi' n'abaki kudumaa!

Zaidi kudharauliwa!
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Siinuki wala sikui - ela:
Naota kugusa mbingu!
Kubwa hamu yangu
Mshawasha wamiminika
Hujitutumua kuinua,
kile chote kilo mimi!
Kufikia maajabu!
Hitizama, hukuta
napigwa nyundo!
Wapi! sijafanikiwa kuinua
hata punje,
kuinua nafsi yangu,

Kuiambia dunia:

'N' tazameni!” Ku. 65 - 66
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Niguse

Nitokapo kizuizini
Nitamwomba yoyote mwendani

aniguse
taratibu
polepole
lakini
kwa yakini!
Niguse tena

Unijuze tena
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Unifunze tena
Maisha yalivyo
Maisha yaonjavyo
Ladha yake ilivyo
Nipo hapa nimekukabili
Niguse tena tafadhali!
Niguse!
Niguse! Uk.1
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Ngoma ya Kimya
Wacheza ngoma wamekwishaondoka
Kilichobaki ni uwanja uliokauka majani
Njuga, manyoya na kindu zilizodondoka
Toka kwa wachezaji waliozidisha mbwembwe
Nao watazamaji wakipiga kelele na vigelegele
Ni jana tu walikuwa hapa
Wachezaji sasa wafikiria ngoma ijayo
Watazamaji hawayakumbuki maneno
Ya nyimbo zote zilizoimbwa
zilizobaki ni taswira hai na vivuli
Lakini labda miti hii michache yakumbuka
Nitaviokota nitengeneze vazi langu

Kisha nitacheza ngoma yangu kimyakimya
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Katika uwanja huu mpana ulioachwa wazi
Bila watazamaji
Nao upepo ukinifundisha lugha ya kimya

Maana yule mwanamke amekwishajifungua
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