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Estimate productive and economic efficiency of the caraway crop in
Menoufia Governorate
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S. M. M. EL-Maghawry and Mariam A. A. Hannah

ABSTRACT: Medicinal and aromatic plants are of high economic value, and the
Egyptian agricultural environment is suitable for cultivating many of them and producing
them with high efficiency. Egypt abounds with a huge wealth of medicinal and aromatic
plants where many studies indicated that there are more than two thousand species in
Egypt, cultivated area of caraway crop in Egypt is about 14.65 thousand acres,
representing about 23.83% of the area of medicinal and aromatic winter plants in Egypt,
which amounted to about 61.47 thousand acres in 2017. The problem of the study is that
the area of caraway crop is limited and volatile from year to year. It is about 746 acres in
Menoufia governorate, representing about 5.1% of its counterpart in Egypt, which is
reflected on production costs and also on the productive and economic efficiency of
caraway crops. The study aims mainly to estimate the production and economic
efficiency of caraway crops in Menoufia Governorate, through a random sample of
caraway production farms in Menoufia Governorate during the 2017/2018 season.
The most important results were:
1-The small farmers from the first category (less than an acre) are trying to increase the
amounts used from the production elements than the second category farmers (acres
or more) in the hope of increasing productivity to compensate for the small cultivated
area, the total costs in the first category exceed those of the second category.
2-The second category farmers exceed the first category farmers in all indicators of
economic efficiency, the first category farmers work under production functions with
decreasing return of capacity, while the second category farmers work under functions
that approximate the stability of return of capacity.
Key words: The production costs of caraway crop, productivity elasticity's, Total
revenue for caraway, Net return, The Economic efficiency of caraway production.
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