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Ethics of Civility According to Al-Ghalayini

The outstanding characteristic which distinguishes Al-Ghalayini’s
approach to education is, indeed, the great importance he attaches to ethics and the
special view he holds of it. On this view, despite significant differences in points of
details, he builds most of his opinions.According to him; ethics represent an
infinite source for life. Al-Ghalayini is one of the most important reformers who
are deeply concerned with the burning issues of social reform and the process of
socialization. His opinions reflect the actual human experiences of people who are
leading a real life, not with the metaphysical existence. His approach to life, in
general, is a realistic one including the radical treatment of education and ethics.

Based on this rule, he dealt with the issues that tormented the family as
the corner stone of the society. He discussed the mistakes that the parents make
during the process of socializing their children. Then, he pointed to the proper
educational system that must be adopted by the school and which must go in
accordance with the norms of society, so that there will be no contradiction
between what young people receive at home and school, on the one hand, and
what they face in society in real life situations, on the other hand.

Al-Ghalayini also presented a coherent pattern of the ethics of the
profession. He gave us the qualities that must be met by the teacher and the
learner in order to build the social leader. These are the people of opinion who lead
the nation, and work hard and are diligent to apply in their society the most
valuable aspects of the cultures of the Gentiles. He also dealt with the ethics of
politics with particular emphasis on the ethics that must be adopted by the ruler
and the parish, the duties of the reformers, and finally, he presented in some detail
the etiquette of criticism, and the concepts of harmony and symmetry, all of which
we miss in our contemporary life.

Al-Ghalayiniwas influenced by the priorphilosophers and reformers
who represent the generation of innovators who had rephrased philosophical
formulations in line with their reformist approach. He was influenced by Aristotle
in his elevation of virtues. He was also deeply influenced by the philosophers of
Islam such as Al-Farabi and Musawi, as well as the philosophers of politics such as
IbnHazm and Al-Mawardi. Moreover, he was greatly inspiredbylmam
Muhammad Abdo’s reformist tendency to the extent that he is regarded as the
pioneer of the reformers in the Levant.

In conclusion, there is no doubt that the reader will feel that the words
of Al-Ghalayini have been written in order to reform what we are in, and this is
what provoked the researcher to shed the light on his views and apply them to the
contemporary life in modern Arab world. We have to admit the painful truth that
in our present days we suffer from the deficiency of philosophical thinking, the
deteriorating educational and moral level, the lack of awareness of a sense of
history of our modern philosophy.Transcending our current situation is only
achievable through applying the practical ethics or professional ethics which
obligate the individual, as a member of society, to conform to the virtues and code
of ethics that would enable him/her to perform his/her role in a proper way in
order to achieve the coherence between the individual and society.
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