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Abstract:

This article aims to review the intellectual transformations that
have occurred in the structure of sociological theory with regard to work
and family issues. First, the article reviews the intellectual contributions
provided by classic sociologists regarding work and family domains, to
know to what extent these contributions have linked to the structural
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transformations that occurred in European societies during the period
they witnessed. Additionally, to identify the role was played by these
intellectual contributions in bridging the gap between work and family,
which recently lead to the emergence of what sociologists have called
“the ideology of separate spheres”. The article then reviews the critical
perspectives of sociological theory in the late twentieth century, which
refuted the doctrine of separate spheres, and provided many insights
about gender equality in the public and private spheres. The feminist
theory has been the pioneer within these critical perspectives. Has the
feminist theory succeeded? Was it able to bridge the gap between work
and family?

Keywords

Work, Family, Paid work, Unpaid work, Separate spheres,
Feminism, Work-family balance.
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