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The Technical Characteristics of the very Short Story,
a Study of the two Collections (He Said everything in Darkness
& The Blackness of your Eyes has become a Beauty Spot)
by Fahd Ibrahim Al- Bakr; a Saudi Author
By: Asmaa Bint Saleh Bin Mutlag Al- Amro
Majored in Rhetoric and Criticism
Literary Departments
College of Science and Arts
Qassim University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
E-mail: Asmaomro@gmail.com
Abstract
The very short story is a new literary genre that has become widely popular with
the communities of writers and intellectuals. Lately, the Arabic and Saudi
literary scene has experienced growing development of such genre and that is
why the critics have tried to lay the governing principles of this new literary
genre which appeared as a result of variable changes that came over the world
in consequence of the rapid technological advancement in all respects be they
political, economic, social or cultural. Hence, a new change, necessarily, took
place in the literary expression. In general, literature is one of the constituents
that have been affected by such change. The very short story was one of the
most outstanding by- products of that change. Accordingly, this research is
designed to highlight the technical and poetic characteristics of the Saudi very
short story, its sources and its unique style of inspiration derived from the
literary heritage and the economy of language / the paradox of intensification.
The two collections, (He Said everything in Darkness and The Blackness of your
Eyes has become a Beauty Spot) by the Saudi author Fahd Ibrahim Al- Bakr,
have been selected as a study sample in this research because they embody the
mature literary example of the Saudi very short story in its artistic and technical
attire. The author Dr. Fahd Al- Bakr has succeeded in utilizing rhetorical and
stylistic techniques of writing as an intensification of images, moments, brevity,
allusion, intertextuality, irony and dark comedy which is one of the rhetorical
constituents of the narrative form of the very short story because of its
expressionistic, suggestive and symbolic capabilities. Moreover, the author
excelled in selecting titles for his collections as well as selecting the items of
vocabulary as seen in the symbolic and suggestive titles.
Key words: Fahd Al- Bakr, story, very short, artistic images, rhetorical,

intertextuality, allusion.
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