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The narrative structure in ""The Tales of the Malafigq"*
by Ibn Sudun al-Bashboghawi
810 AH, d. 868 AH

Faraj Ahmed Salem Allam.

Department of Old Literature, Faculty of Arts, New Valley,
Egypt.

E-mail: faragallam@art.nvu.edu.eg

Abstract:This study examines the structure of the tale in
"al-H’kayat al-Malafig" by Ibn Soudoun al-Bashboghawi
(810-868 AH), which belongs to his poetry book "Nuzhat
al-Nfous W Madh'ak al-O'bous”. Since "al-H’kayat al-
Malafig", is primarily based on humour, which is evident
from the book title (translated as The Picnic of the Souls
and The Laughter of Frowning), the study starts with an
introduction to the prevalence of narration in our Arab
heritage, and the extent to which the Egyptian personality is
associated with humour and the circumstances that
contributed to that association. Then, the study analyses the
elements of humour in the tales, which were manifested
through the paradox and irony in different forms such as:
mixing values and concepts, erroneous analogy, acrobatic
movement, and manipulation of words while preserving the
meaning (the  circumferential/indirect ~ meaning),
exaggeration in  numbers, and imagined images.
Afterwards, the narrator and the one who was narrated to in
the tales along with time and space elements are addressed.
Finally, the study proceeds to address some of the most
prominent stylistic phenomena that were evident in the
tales such as the eloquence and simplicity of the language,
the employment of condition tools, the inclusion of the
Qur’an in some tales as well as the prophetic Hadith, and
poetry.

Keywords: Fairy tales, Humor, Irony, Laughter, Narrator
and Narrator, Time and place, Stylistic features..
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