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Summary:
The scope of practice of liver diseases has

expanded dramatically in the past decade, on
the horizon is the full effect of the current
epidemic of hepatitis C, which infected over
four million people through contaminated blood
transfusion and injection drug use. Preliminary
experience with clinical hepatocyte
transplantation during the past decade has
provided proof of the concept that Cell therapy
can be effective for the treatment of some liver
diseases. Stem cells are unspecialized cells

that can self-renew indefinitely and that can
also differentiate into more mature cells with
specialized functions. The two main categories
of mammalian stem cells are embryonic stem
cells and adult stem cells. Liver repopulation
with transplanted cells offers unique
opportunities for treating a variety of liver
diseases and for studies of fundamental
mechanisms in cell biology. Thereupon, the
field of liver cell therapy will begin to reap the
promised fruit in the near future.


