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STRATEGIC PLAN FOR TOURIST DEVELOPING IN HIGHLAND AREAS 

CASE OF KURDESTAN IRAQ  

Dr. TarekSaeed Ismael Ahmed*     Prof. dr.Islam HamdyEl-Ghonamy**        Dr. Ghada Mahmoud Kamar***  

ABSTRACT 
The tourism industry has emerged as an important pillar of modern economies, becoming one of the leading areas in 

the economic development of the 21st Century.According to the World Tourism Organization, the number of global 
tourists exceeded 1 billion in 2012, and is expected to reach 1.8 billion by 2030. Therefore, the industry will realize 
greater progress and accessibility as it matures into a prominent economic sector. 

The Middle East is considered to be one of the promising destinations that will have a strong presence in the future 
of global tourism. Since Kurdistan is one of the unique tourism destinations within the Middle East and contains many 
attractions, it is expected that it will realize significant growth in the quantity and quality of its tourism. 

Supporting the Kurdistan Region Government, this paper intents to work towards specific technical plans utilizing 
diligent analysis of current data, and professional implementation for future needs trying to reate a road map for the 
regulation and the strategic planning of the sector up to 2015. The research aims to determine the vision for the future of 
Kurdistan tourism focuses on transforming it into a prominent global tourism destination by 2025. 
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