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TOWARDS A TECHNICAL AND REFERENTIAL APPROACH TO THE IDENTIFICATION 
PLANNING AND DESIGN OF MOUNTAINOUS SITES 

Dr. Sahar Ismail Mohamed Abdelhady* 

ABSTRACT 
One of the most prominent environmental features for mountain areas is the diversity of terrain. It is 

reflected in the natural characteristics of this environment and directly affects the possibility of sustainable 
development to meet the requirements of various modern life aspects. The research based on comprehensive 
theoretical and analytical studies aims to determine principles and guidelines for the planning and design 
processes of mountains areas and sites; with emphases on their impacts on the uses and components of urban 
content.  

Accordingly based on a number of comparative analytical studies for international projects the research 
was able to develop a framework of norms and standards for dealing with the planning and the design 
process of these areas. Furthermore the concluded framework was adopted and applied on a number of 
practical planning and design projects for mountain areas in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Based on the 
findings of the practical application of the framework a final refinement w as conducted and the final 
proposed framework for sustainable planning and design of mountain areas was concluded.  
*Assistant Professor
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