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THE PRINCIPLESOF ACHIEVING THE QUALITY OF PUBLIC PLAZAS AND SQUARES
ACCORDING TO THE CONCEPT OF PLACEMAKING

Dr. Hossam El-Din Ibrahim Sayed Ahmed

ABSTRACT

Urban plazas and squares are an important part of the city's urban fabric where they act as avital facility
for social interaction between city residents and their environment, for activating environmental protection
programs and reducing pollution, for enhancing the visual configuration of the city, and for promoting
investment. The attention to the planning and design of these spaces increases the level of their performance
which reflects positively on the residents. On the other hand, the concept of 'Placemaking' deals with public
spaces from a different perspective by prioritizing the functional amenities over their designs. Accordingly,
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the principles of the urban design of public plazas and squares have changed from several aspects to achieve
the objectives of this new concept which ultimately lead to the quality of life in al its aspects to the
inhabitants of the city.

The paper deals with the urban design of the public plazas and squares according to the concept of “Place
making” by studying and analyzing the history, the importance, and the classification of public squaresin the
city, with areview of the concept of Place making and its principles to conclude the principles of achieving
the quality of public plazas and squares according to the this Concept.

el -

Datpa - Apdgmall - Rl Aae Apat — Gl JSha slia) (8 layeas Aibenll cilalid) - 5 5aT5 ¢ deal dpead) e - )
Yole saewa YO - Y¥ - jde Gl ool wxgll i)

Ergall ay3 Anals Alae — AEDU) Lne (6 dalal) dulyenll lepdll e LainW )y ddidagll 5 Ll - daliaid z)pa - ¥
YoOr - (£) 2l (¥0) alaall dpanighl aglall Aludes —dualall culidyally

Ya)o - gy dedlay)
4 - American Planning Association, Characteristics and Guidelines of Great Public
Spaces, 2014

5 - Borrup, T. Creative Placemaking: Art and Culture as a Partner in Community Revitalization,
Fundamentals of Arts Management, University of Massachusetts, MA, 2016.

6 - Chilcote, L., Cleveland’s Revamped Public Square Mixes Downtown’s Future With Preservation, Next
City, June 29, 2016.

7 - J. R. Foundation, The Social Value of Public Spaces, Y ork, 2007
8 - Kim, S., Why public spaces are a basic need for cities, World Bank, 2015.

9 - Lozano, E., Community Design and The Culture of Cities, The Crossroad and the wall, Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge, 1990

10- Moughtin, C., Urban Design: Street and Square, Architectural Press, Burlington, MA, Third Edition,
2003.

11- Pacheco, P., Public Spaces. 10 Principles of Connecting People and The Streets, The City Fix Brazil,
2017.

12 - Projects for Public Spaces, Y ou Asked, we answered: 6 Examples of Great Public Spaces, 2016.

13 - Projects for Public Spaces, A Thriving Future of Places: Placemaking As The New Urban Agenda,
2015.

14 - Projects for Public Spaces, What makes a successful place? 2016

15 - United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), Global Public_Space Toolkit: From
Global Principlesto Local Policies and Practice, Nairobi, 2016.

19 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red Square



https://www.pps.org/projects/campusmartius
http://www.urbangreenbluegrids.com/projects/place-de-la-republique-paris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Times_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Square

