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Abstract

Peaceful resistance against the British occupation and its role in 

crystallizing the Twentieth Revolution 1918-1920 

By Issa Hussein Ahmed
This study addresses the passive resistance in Iraq against the British 

authorities during 1918 – 1920, and its role in crystallization of the 

twentieth revolution, which began on 30 June 1920, in al-Rumaitha area. 

The passive resistance in Iraq against the British authorities during 

1918 – 1920 did not receive the attention of researchers in the modern 

history of Iraq, a majority of previous studies have focused on the Iraqi 

revolution in 1920, and have considered 30 June 1920 as the date that Iraqi 

resistance started in the al-Rumaitha region. 

Through this study, the researcher has tried to shed light on passive 

resistance and its stages. The first stage of passive resistance began in 1918 

when the British government decided to hold a referendum to seek the 

opinion of the Iraqis on the continuation of British administration. Many 

people in the holy cities and in Baghdad tried to thwart the referendum. In 

the second phase of resistance, from late 1918 to early 1919, they brought 

their case for full independence to international and regional attention. The 

last phase of passive resistance, which lasted from mid-1919 to 1920, 

consisted of cooperation and coordination between the different sects, races, 

and political parties. They held meetings and peaceful demonstrations which 

brought them closer. 

The passive resistance played a prominent role in forming a coalition 

between the Shiite clerics in the holy cities, the nationalists and tribal 

leaders in facing the occupation and demanding to achievement the common 

goals. This matter has contributed to emergence of signs of nation-building 

and crystallizing the idea of armed resistance against the British authorities, 

which was represented in the great Iraqi revolution.  

This study relied on documents from the British archives, documents 

from eligibility archives, as well as other primary sources focusing on this 

important aspect of modern Iraqi history. 

                                      
1
 Wilson Arnold, Mesopotamia 1917-1920 A Clash of Loyalties: A Personal and Historical 

Record (London, 1930), pp.16-21 
2
 F.O. 371/5127, ―From Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to India Office, 18 November 

1918‖.
3
 Ibid.

4
 F.O. 371/4150/5394, ―Memorandum no.524, 22 February 1919: from Lt-Col. A.T. Wilson 

to the Under- Secretary of State For India‖, p.7; Wilson, p.104; Harry Philby, Arabian 

Days: An Autobiography (London: R. Hale, 1948), p.173. 

6
 Rush Alan, Record of Iraq 1914-1966, (London, Cambridge Archive Edition, 2001), 

Vol2, p.153. 



 
المقاومة السلنية ضد الاحتلال البريطاني ودورها في بلورة ثورة 

 1920-191١العشرين 

 عيسى حسين أحمد

 

- 03 - 

                                                                                               
7
 Harry, Arabian, 173

8
 Wilson, Mesopotamia, p.104.

9
 F.O. 371/4148/13298. ―War Cabinet-Eastern Committee. 39

th 
Meeting, Dated 27 

November 1918‖. 
10

 Ibid. 
11

 Ireland Philip, Iraq: A Study in Political Development (London: Jonathan Cape Ltd, 

1939), p.156 
12

 Wilson, Mesopotamia, p.104. 
13

 F.O.882/23/3133, ―From Political Baghdad, to Secretary of State for India—no.10973, 10 

December 1818‖. 
14

 Ibid. 

  

 

 
17

 Wilson, Mesopotamia, p.108. 
18

 Ibid, p.108. 
19

 Rush, Record, Vol.2, p.155. 
20

 Ibid, 155.
21

 F.O.882/23/3133/MES/19/17, ‗Telegram From Political Baghdad, to Secretary of State 

for India, No. 11454, 22 November 1918.‘
22

 Ibid.
23

 Ibid.
24

 Wilson, Mesopotamia, p.108.
25

 F.O.141/444/ 12215, ‗From Secretary of State for India to Civil Commissioner Baghdad, 

No. 11608, 27 November 1918‘.
26

 Young Hubert, The Independent Arab (London: John Murray, 1933), p.280.
27

 Rush, Record, Vol.2, p.157. 
28

 F.O.882/13/3640, ‗Memorandum 27190, Civil Commissioner to Political Officers, 

Baghdad, 30 November 1918‘. 
29

 Ibid. 
30

 Ibid. 
31

 F.O. 882/23/3133, ‗Telegram no.11453, 22 December 1918: From Political Baghdad to 

Secretary of State for India‘.  
32

 Ibid. 
33

 F.O. 882/13/5050, ‗Self-Determination in Iraq: Secret Compilation of Declaration and 

Telegram‘, p.3. 
34

 Ibid, pp.2-6. 
35

 F.O. 882/23/3505 ‗Telegram from P.P Basra, to Civil Commissioner, Baghdad—no.536, 

21 December 1918‘. 
36

 Ibid. 
37

 Ibid. 
38

 Ibid. 
39

 Ibid. 
40

 F.O. 882/23/MES/19/7, ‗Telegram no.1706, 26 January 1919: From Political Baghdad to 

Secretary of State for India‘. 
41

 F.O.882/23/3505 ‗Self-Determination in Iraq: Secret Compilation of Declarations and 

Telegram—no.2‘, p.7. 
42

 Ibid., Telegram—no.3, p.8. 



(0202 مارس – ينايرعدد )   99 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 09 - 

                                                                                               
43

 Ibid., Telegram—no.4 (b), p.9. 
44

 Ibid., Telegram—no.5, p.11. 
45

 Ibid., Telegram—no.5, p11. 
46

 Ibid., Telegram—no.5, p.11. 
47

 Ibid., Telegram—no.6, p.12. 
48

 Ibid., Telegram—no.6, pp.12–13. 
49

 IOR/L/PS/10/962 ‗Intelligence Report: Summary of Report No.18‘, p.59. 
 

 

 

54
F.O.882/23/3505 ‗Self-Determination in Iraq: Secret Compilation of Declarations and 

Telegram—no.8‘, pp.17–18.
55

 Ibid  
56

 Ibid., Telegram—no.10, p.20. 
57

 Ibid. 
58

 Ibid., Telegram—no.11, p.21. 
59

 Ibid., Telegram—no.12, p.21.  

 

 
62

 Cab. 21/204/7212 ― Letter from Lt. Col A.T Wilson Acting Civil Commissioner Baghdad 

to Secretary of State of India, Dated 15 November 1919 ‖.
63

 C.O. 696/2 ― Administration Reports, Hillah Division, 1919‖, p.18; C.O 696/2 ― 

Administration Reports, Shamiyah Division, 1919‖, p.2.
64

 C.O. 696/1 ― Administration Reports, Hillah Division, 1918‖, p.121.  
65

 C.O. 696/4 ―Administration Reports, Muntafiq Division, 1921‖, p.3.
66

 C.O. 696/1 ― Baghdad Wilayat, Administration Report for the year 1917‖, pp.43-44. 
67

 C.O. 696/1 ―Administration Reports, Nasiriya Division District, 1918‖, p.351.
68

 IOR/L/PS/10/517/1 ―Mesopotamia: Administration: Personal Officers‘ Papers, Telegram 

from Political Baghdad to Foreign Simla 4 October 1918, p.164‖.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
81

 F.O. 371/4148/13298 ― From Political Officer, Baghdad, 14 December 1918, Wilson 

Reported Interview with Muḥammad Kāẓim al-Ṭabāṭabā‘ī al-Yazdī.‖



 
المقاومة السلنية ضد الاحتلال البريطاني ودورها في بلورة ثورة 

 1920-191١العشرين 

 عيسى حسين أحمد

 

- 05 - 

                                                                                               
 

 
Muller, Jerry Z, Us and Them: The Enduring Power of Ethnic Nationalism (Foreign 

Affairs, Vol. 87, No. 2 (Mar. - Apr., 2008), pp.18-35, p.20.

 

 

 

87
 F.O. 311/4150/5394, ‗Self-Determination in Mesopotamia no.5, 24, Dated 22 February 

1919, Baghdad: From A.T Wilson to Under Secretary of State for India‘, p.3 and p.7.

 
89

 F.O. 882/23/3505, ‗Self-Determination in Iraq: Secret Compilation of Declarations and 

Telegram—no.7 (2–13)‘, pp.14–16.

  

  

  

  

  

  
96

 Robert Jarman, ―Administration Report of the Kadhimain District from March to 31
st
 

December 1917‖, Vol. 1, p.47. 

 
98

 F.O. 311/4150/5394 ― Self –Determination in Mesopotamia, Memorandum no.5, 24, 

Dated 22 February, 1919, Baghdad, From A.T. Wilson to Under –Secretary of State for 

India, p.4

 

 
F.O. 882/23/3505, ‗Self-Determination in Iraq: Secret Compilation of Declarations and 

Telegram—no.13 (8)‘, p.25.
101

 F.O. 882/23/MES/19/7, ‗Telegram No.1077, Dated 25 January 1919:From Political 

Baghdad to Secretary of State of India in London‘.
102

 F.O. 882/23/3505, ‗Self-Determination in Iraq: Secret Compilation of Declarations and 

Telegram—no.13 (9)‘, p.25; F.O. 882/23/MES/19/7, ‗Telegram No.1077, Dated 25 January 

1919:From Political Baghdad to Secretary of State of India in London‘.
103

 F.O. 882/23/MES/19/7 ―From Political Baghdad to Secretary of State for India, 

Telegram No. 1077, Dated 25 January 1919‖.
104

 Ibid., Telegram no.11669, Dated 29 December 1918‖.
105

 Rush, Record, Vol.2, p.168. 
106

 F.O. 882/23/MES/19/7, ―From Political Baghdad to Secretary of State of India in 

London, Telegram No.1077, Dated 25 January 1919‖.
107

 Ibid., no.11669, Dated 29 December 1918‖.
108

 Wilson, Mesopotamia, p.339.
109

 F.O. 311/4150/5394 ― Self-Determination in Mesopotamia, Memorandum no. 5,24, 

Dated 22 February 1919, From A.T Wilson, Baghdad, to Under Secretary state for India, 

p.4-5‖



(0202 مارس – ينايرعدد )   99 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 06 - 

                                                                                               
 

 
112

 F.O. 311/4150/5394 ― Self-Determination in Mesopotamia, Memorandum no. 5,24, 

Dated 22 February 1919, From A.T Wilson, Baghdad, to Under Secretary state for India, 

p.5‖

 

 

 

 
117

 F.O. 311/4150/5349, ‗Self-Determination in Mesopotamia, Memorandum no.5, Dated 

22 February 1919, Baghdad: From A. T Wilson to Under-Secretary of State for India‘, p.5; 

F.O. 311/4150/5349, ‗Self-Determination in Mesopotamia, appendix D no.5, Dated 22 

February 1919, Baghdad: From A. T Wilson to Under-Secretary of State for India‘, p.50
118

 F.O. 311/4150/5349, ‗Self-Determination in Mesopotamia, Memorandum no.5, Dated 

22 February 1919, Baghdad: From A. T Wilson to Under-Secretary of State for India‘, 

pp.49-50.
119

Ibid.  

 
121

 F.O. 311/4150/5349, ‗Self-Determination in Mesopotamia, Memorandum no.5, Dated 

22 February 1919, Baghdad: From A.T. Wilson to Under –Secretary of State for India‘, p.5.
122

 F.O. 371/4150/129679 ―Signatories of Combined Sunni and Shi‗a Declaration, Dated 

January 1919‖.
123

 Ibid., ―Signatories of Combined Sunni and Shi‗i Declaration, Dated January 1919‖.

 
125

 F.O. 882/23/3505, ‗Self-Determination in Iraq: Secret Compilation of Declaration and 

Telegram no.13 (3)‘, p.25.
126

 Ibid., Telegram no.13 (1), p.23.
127

 F.O. 882/23/MES/19/7, ―From Political Baghdad to Secretary of State of India in 

London, Telegram No.1077, Dated 25 January 1919‖.
128

 F.O. 882/23/3505, ‗Self-Determination in Iraq: Secret Compilation of Declaration and 

Telegram no.13 (3)‘, pp.23-24.

 

 

 

 

 
134

 F.O. 371/4149/ 77939 ― From Political Officer, Baghdad, Dated 13 May 1919.‖

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
المقاومة السلنية ضد الاحتلال البريطاني ودورها في بلورة ثورة 

 1920-191١العشرين 

 عيسى حسين أحمد

 

- 07 - 

                                                                                               
 

 
147

 F.O. 371/4148/89082 ― From Political Officer, Baghdad, Dated 11 June 1919.‖

 

 

 
151

 F.O. 371/6348/99 ‗Administration Reports, Hillah Division, 1919, Wilson‘s Letters to 

al-Shīrāzī, Aug 9 1919‘.

 

 

 

 

 
157

 Rush, Record, Vol.2, 265. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
171

 F.O. 882/23/MES ‗To Secretary of State for India, No.3496, 18 March 1920‘.
172

 Ibid, p.55.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
181

 F.O. 371/5076 ‗Mesopotamia Police, Abstract of Intelligence, No. 21, 22 May 1920, 

Paragraph 386‘.



(0202 مارس – ينايرعدد )   99 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 08 - 

                                                                                               
182

 Rush, Record, Vol.2, p.153. 
183

 Ibid. p.153.
184

 F.O. 371/5229/E.10430.
185

 F.O 371/5076, ―Mesopotamia Police, Abstract of Intelligence, Report no. 23, Dated 5 

June 1920, Paragraph 442 and 421‖; F.O 371/5076, ―Mesopotamia Police, Abstract of 

Intelligence, Report no. 22, Dated 27 May 1920, Paragraph 418‖.
186

 Rush, Vol.2, p313 
187

 Ibid, p.317.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

208
 I.O.R/L/PS/11/175, NO.8542, Dated 16 July 1920, p.2.

209
 Rush, Record, Vol.2, p.337. 

210
 I.O.R/L/PS/11/175, NO.8542, Dated 16 July 1920, p.2.

211
 Rush, Record, Vol.2, p.337.

 

- 
Archival Documents and Manuscripts 

India Office Records, Asian, Pacific and African Collections (IOR), British Library, 

London, UK 

L/P&S 10 series 

IOR/L/PS/10/517/1 

IOR/L/PS/10/962 

L/P&S 11 series 

IOR/L/PS/11/175 
Foreign Office Records Collections (F.O.), National Archives, Kew, UK 

F.O. 371/5127 

F.O. 371/4150/5394 



 
المقاومة السلنية ضد الاحتلال البريطاني ودورها في بلورة ثورة 

 1920-191١العشرين 

 عيسى حسين أحمد

 

- 09 - 

                                                                                               
F.O. 371/4148/13298 

F.O. 882/23/3133 

F.O. 882/23/3133/MES/19/17 

F.O. 141/444/12215 

F.O. 882/13/3640 

F.O. 882/13/ 5050 

F.O. 882/23/3505 

F.O. 882/23/MES/19/7 

F.O. 371/4148/13298 

F.O. 311/4150/5394 

F.O. 311/4150/5349 

F.O. 371/4150/129679 

F.O. 371/4149/77939 

F.O. 371/4148/89082 

F.O. 371/6348/99 

F.O. 882/23/MES 

F.O. 371/5076 

F.O. 371/5229/E 

Colonial Office Records Collections (C.O.), National Archives, Kew, UK 

C.O. 696/1 

C.O. 696/2 

C.O. 696/4 

Cabinet Papers Records Collections (Cab.), National Archives, Kew, UK 

Cab. 21/204/7212

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
-  

- 
- 
- 

- 

- 
- 
- 

- 
- 
- 
- 



(0202 مارس – ينايرعدد )   99 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 32 - 

                                                                                               
- 

- 
- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
-  

- 
-  
-  
- 
-  

-  
- Rush, Alan, Record of Iraq 1914-1966, (London: Cambridge Archive Edition, 2001)
- Wilson, Arnold, Mesopotamia 1917-1920 A Clash of Loyalties: A Personal and 

Historical Record (London: Oxford University Press, 1930)
- Young, Hubert  The Independent Arab (London: John Murray, 1933)
- Harry, Philby, Arabian Days: An Autobiography (London: R. Hale, 1948)
- Ireland, Philip, Iraq: A Study in Political Development (London: Jonathan Cape Ltd, 

1939)
- Jarman, Robert, ―Administration Report of the Kadhimain District from March to 31

st
 

December 1917‖  

- 
- 
-  

- 
- Muller, Jerry Z, Us and Them: The Enduring Power of Ethnic Nationalism 

(Foreign Affairs, Vol. 87, No. 2 (Mar. - Apr., 2008), pp.18-35.


