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Study Abstract

The study aimed to identify the professional practice of the social workers
in Riyadh autism centers. The study is a descriptive one for which the
researcher used the comprehensive social survey on a sample of 31 social
workers of those working in autism centers in Riyadh. The researcher also
used the social survey approach by a purposeful sample consisting of 90
mothers of children with autism. The researcher depended upon the
questionnaire to collect the study data. The field application of the study
has been carried out during the year 1436-1437 and during the period
between 7-4-1437 and 5-8-1437. The study reached the following results:

1- All the social workers working in Riyadh autism centers have BA or

MA in social work

2- About 98% of the social workers in Riyadh autism centers are
committed to the profession values and principles especially the principle of
confidentiality and the principle of working with the case regardless of

social class or nationality.

3- Amongst the most important skills that the social workers in Riyadh
autism centers have are their ability to make professional relationships with
the other staff personnel, observing the children with autism during their

activities and interviews and recording these activities.

4- The role of the social worker in consideration with those children is to
build  positive professional ties with them, studying their needs,
determining and explaining their situations, deciding the hindrances that
hamper them from satisfying their needs, professional intervention,
modifying undesired behavior, holding various activities for them and

encouraging them to participate in these activities.

YAQ



duclolis Yl Aol dlxo

5- The role played by the social worker towards the families of autistic
children can be summarized in: helping the families of autistic children to
get rid of negative attitudes towards their children, guiding them about the
correct treatment with their autistic children, enlightening the families
about the services available in the center as well as the nature of the
programs presented to them and interviewing experts and specialists to

inform those families of autistic children.

6- The prominent difficulties facing social workers in Riyadh autism
centers are : increase of clerical loads that are not of their responsibilities

which impede them from playing their basic role completely.
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