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Abstract 

The process of maintenance and rehabilitation of archaeological buildings play an important and vital role in preserving the 

human heritage from exhaustion to remain an essential and indispensable milestone through its interaction with the community in 

addition to the economic aspect gained from its reinvestment. Developed countries have known that, the best way to preserve the 

historic building and prolonging its life alongside maintenance, is by its rehabilitation by providing a new function that ensures 

its survival and continuity, with taking in the consideration that no damage occurs to its historical value and privacy and that the 

new function be harmony consistent with the cultural nature of the architectural building and its structure and the rehiring of 

buildings and consist with the conditions of venice agreement 1964. 
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Introduction 

The re-employment of archaeological buildings and areas are considered the best solutions that 

balance between the needs of urban growth, and estate development and economic benefit, 

therefore the process of rehiring is important for both the building itself or for the urban 

environment and the general nature of the city it contains. Rehabilitation and functionality of 

buildings and archaeological areas are to preserve them from damage is what must be the top 

priority of governments, archaeological and tourist organizations The research discusses the 

problems associated with the damage caused by leaving the buildings without rehabilitation 

and usage, and the possibility of developing an effective strategy for the rehabilitation and 

employment of architectural monuments that harmony with contemporary reality and try to 

meet future challenges in protecting them from natural and human damage. 

Research problem : 

The study The lack of research interest and the failure to make maximum use of research studies 

dealing with the rehabilitation and employment of architectural monuments and their 

preservation from the factors of damage, despite everyone's agreement on the importance of 

preserving and protecting them from extinction. 

Preserving the architectural heritage: 

Preservation operations that take place on archaeological buildings or areas of value and on all 

the buildings of interest, specific installations, a distinct urban environment, or a unique urban 
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fabric, which is an action taken to prevent the deterioration and distortion of historical cities or 

heritage buildings and includes all works that work to extend the life of the heritage And the 

distinctive civilized character of those cities and buildings. It is the maintenance of 

archaeological buildings and taking care of them to perform their function for which they were 

found with high efficiency, and to preserve their material value despite the end of their life 

span, which is those measures that are taken to prevent corrosion and extend the life span of 

archaeological buildings. 

Objectives of employment and reuse: 

1- Raising the aesthetic value of the archaeological building and the existence of a framework 

of communication between it and the surrounding environment. 

2- Creating a kind of permanent supervision over archaeological buildings by means of their 

users and specialists in a way that will prevent them from being neglected and abandoned, as 

well as preventing their direct encroachment and destruction. 

3- Protection, preservation and revival of ancient buildings and ensuring the continuity of 

maintenance work for them, especially short-term works such as cleaning work, whose 

continuity is difficult to ensure without re-employing the building. 

4- Community participation in the proposed function and the introduction of the building into 

the organic entity of the site, or the heritage area to which it belongs. 

5- Providing the heritage domains of the old deteriorating neighborhoods with the necessary 

services without the need to construct new buildings: 

6- Reviving the social and cultural values and the components of the cultural heritage that have 

disappeared so that the building becomes an effective and interactive part with the community. 

7- Development of the community surrounding the ancient buildings, which helps preserve the 

distinctive urban character of the historic area. 

8- Preserving the historical scenes that cannot be replaced and improving the physical 

environment of heritage areas and buildings, as their re-employment contributes fundamentally 

to improving their physical environment. 

9- Proper use of traditional areas while preserving their historical character and character, 

preserves for the city its heritage and memory, as well as the memory of its peoples from 

melting away in an era in which cultural legacies at the global level diminish and identity lost. 

10- Attracting and attracting tourists from different parts of the world to get acquainted with a 

different and distinct culture, thought and civilized heritage through which people get to know 

each other. 

11- Providing the structural safety of the archaeological building, through structural studies 
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that precede re-use, and regular maintenance will be a protective indicator to avoid any effects 

on the archaeological building from a structural point of view. 

12- Creating a kind of public sympathy between the archaeological building and its users and 

its beneficiaries through the new function that the building performs for the surrounding 

community, which works to interfere with the building with the surrounding environment in 

the form of cultural and educational services, and helps to improve and raise the standard of 

the living environment. 

13- Increasing the archaeological awareness of the inhabitants of the area surrounding the 

historical buildings and considering them a cultural heritage that must be preserved and adhere 

to staying in it and thus revive the historical area. 

14 - Maximizing the benefit from the historical heritage and adapting its use, present and future, 

to contribute to the revitalization of society in thought, culture and art. 

15- Re-employing historical and archaeological buildings works to provide an adequate return 

that covers the needs of these buildings, despite the fact that the building's economic goal is 

considered partial and not one of the main goals of employing the building. 

16- Communicating the cultural, humanitarian and artistic message contained in the 

archaeological building to the new generations in a clear way, by living with the valuable 

building for the current era and playing a positive role in society. 

17- Completing the system of preserving archaeological buildings to make them a tourist 

attraction, to be placed on the cultural and tourism map to maximize the preventive preservation 

role of these buildings. 

Criteria for re-employment of archaeological buildings The process of adopting a new type of 

use for historic Minni includes a set of criteria that contribute efficiently to determining the 

type of best use for such buildings, which requires not adversely affecting the architectural and 

heritage value, as well as ensuring the continuity of its performance and its functional life for 

the longest possible period as follows: : 

1- That the new job is consistent with the architectural character of the city and preserving its 

identity, so that it is compatible with the area and location of the building, provided that it does 

not affect: the modifications added negatively to the building in terms of construction or 

aesthetics. 

2- The choice of the new job for the building should be based on the social, cultural or economic 

return that this job represents, so that the archaeological building becomes a product of 

financial resources and the continuity of maintenance work that ensures the sustainability of 

conservation operations. 
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3- That the new job does not entail any modifications to the building’s planning, with the 

exception of the necessary supplies, and that it is not distorting the building and its technical 

elements, and its introduction does not entail any dangers that harm the building. 

4- When choosing the function of the antique building, it must be taken into account that it 

does not result in the permanent presence of a large number of the public and the consequences 

of tampering with the building's elements. 

5- The designer must choose the most appropriate furniture styles needed for the use so that 

they appear derived from the technical features of the foundations in the building or existing in 

the same era in which it was built. 

6- When choosing its new position, the archaeological building should be related to the size of 

the return on the site of the city’s antiquity, that is, the more popular the function, the closer 

the chosen archaeological buildings are to the main streets. 

7- The job must be chosen in relation to the building’s area, voids and location, so that the 

proposed job does not need to make any addition to the building, that is, the perfect match 

between the spatial building requirements and the job requirements and their consequences. 

8- The possibility of self-financing the building through new use, current and future market 

requirements, and expected financial results in the future. 

9- Not to repeat the job at close distances, and that the job’s activity does not have a negative 

impact in the form of pollutants, or water leakage, and it is not allowed to convert any mosque 

to any other use. 

10- Adequacy of the new function of the heritage environment and the architectural nature of 

the building in a way that preserves the building's heritage character and increases people's 

awareness of the architectural heritage 

Criteria for selecting historical buildings for their rehabilitation and employment 

. The age of the building, the time of its construction and the historical stage it represents: the 

greater the age of the building, the greater its historical value and the linkage of the heritage 

building with events 

A distinctive national, historical or social situation that makes the process of preserving and 

rehabilitating it an imperative. The homogeneity of the site and its importance: the existence 

of a mutual influence between the historical building and its site, so preserving a historical 

building has a great role in the revival of buildings 

It is adjacent to it, and increases its architectural value 3- The social dimension: the 

archaeological building’s association with social or cultural events. People have a role in 

history and society, such as writers, politicians, and scholars 
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And others make the heritage building an event that narrates the creations and glories of those 

personalities who lived in it. (Al-Maliki, 2008 AD) 4- The political value Some buildings prove 

a certain identity or idea and through preservation it is possible to learn from the past, narrate 

history and express the situation 

The political dominating those buildings e. Architectural and aesthetic value: style, character, 

shape, formation, juxtaposition, function, specific form, method of creation, expression ... etc. 

As some archaeological buildings represent an unconventional architectural style that has 

distinct design details and treatments that increase its aesthetic and architectural value. 6. 

Religious value: Some heritage buildings have a religious value according to the culture 

associated with them and according to the ideological strength of the community. ۷. Tourism 

value Some buildings or archaeological sites have an evident value in stimulating tourism, as 

local and international tourism is one of the most important tools of exchange 

The cultural and the possibility of re-using the rehabilitated buildings as cultural shrines or 

museums, which provide visitors with the experience of understanding the heritage and culture 

of the community. The uniqueness of buildings in their architecture with the presence or 

absence of one of the important characteristics of buildings that distinguish them from similar 

ones in the time of its existence or in the past 

Where the content form - signed use ... etc), or it may represent the only remaining model that 

embodies a particular style. (Mofleh 2009 AD) 9- Economic value: the role of the 

archaeological building in the tourism and commercial movement, handicraft production, light 

industries ... etc. There must be a benefit 

Economic for the area to be preserved so that it is not a negative result of preservation and an 

economic burden on the one who is in it 10 - The planning value: the link with the homogeneous 

planning sectors, the economic and social role, and the relationship of the building with the rest 

of the components of the region 

History, shape of the area, movement system, services ... etc). 11 - Functional competence: It 

is imperative to exceed a certain limit of the functional competency of the heritage building 

within the general functional structure of the area in its texture. 12- Providing service supplies, 

especially health services and other services required by the times, and this is also related to 

the function associated with the buildings. 

Or squares after preservation, and also includes studying the introduction of services without 

negatively affecting the value of the historical, architectural and aesthetic heritage 12- The 

availability of information and documents that make the preservation an accurate process 

without obstacles and the possibility of conducting it without a negative impact on the historical 
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value of the building. 14- Harmony of the architectural heritage and contemporary man: the 

existence of a minimum level of compatibility between the human element and the heritage 

building that qualifies it for life in this era. 

And compliance with its requirements (HE 2009) 

Obstacles facing the rehabilitation and employment of heritage buildings: 

1. The continuous deterioration of the built environment in which the impact is located 

and the demolition of many archaeological buildings with the aim of development and 

investment and thus dismantling the urban fabric representing the culture of nations 

2. The random and ill-considered restoration of the archaeological buildings by their 

owners or investors, and the absence of basic rules for the restoration. The absence of 

an inventory of buildings and heritage areas, socio-economic development 

3. The absence of awareness of the importance of the architectural heritage and the lack 

of funding necessary to achieve the conservation process. 

4. The relationship between heritage and tourism sites is a dynamic one and conflicts of 

values may occur. 

5. The lack of a comprehensive planning study or an integrated plan, especially for the 

reuse of archaeological and historical buildings. 

6. The absence of legal protection and the failure to establish mechanisms that contribute 

to increasing the participation of civil society institutions in the rehabilitation and 

employment process. 

7. The length of the implementation period and the increase in the cost than expected due 

to the continuous rise in the prices of materials, the diminishing financial capacity, the 

lack of trained technicians ... etc. 

8. The lack of clear controls in choosing the type of new employment and the non-

participation of citizens in choosing it due to the absence of awareness among the public 

of the importance of buildings This leads to their lack of sympathy with those jobs, their 

lack of participation, and their diminished interaction towards the development, 

operation and maintenance of historical buildings. 

9. The introduction of some modern electromechanical systems, as the archaeological 

buildings were constructed at a time when these systems did not exist, and therefore the 

existence of such systems was not subject to the designer's calculations, in addition to 

the absence of continuous technical monitoring of the re-employed antique buildings. 

10. Additions may include And the modifications required by the proposed use, 

architectural treatments, security techniques, and technical equipment, which may not 
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be commensurate with the investor's capital, when there are fewer service elements and 

activities that attract the public. 

11. High cost of reuse operations, to increase the economic cost of maintenance, restoration 

and preservation operations, which It depends primarily on the structural condition of 

the building, the rates of damage and its types, and their impact on the efficiency of the 

performance of the new use. 

12. The low economic return of the new use, which may not be commensurate with the 

investor’s capital, when the service elements and activities that attract the public are 

reduced and provide the necessary return for spending. 

13. Weakness and knowledge of technical control while carrying out re-use and 

rehabilitation of the building, which sometimes leads to additions that may harm the 

building. 

14. The tendency of plans to preserve historical buildings to link them to the surroundings 

in which they are located adds to the executive bodies a consumption of financial 

resources, for maintenance and restoration work And also to manage and take care of 

the urban surroundings 

Results: 

1- The wrong choice of the type of new employment for ancient buildings damages its 

architectural value and accelerates its level of deterioration. 

2- Re-employing the architectural heritage as a means to revive the traditional professions and 

crafts, as they arise in the invested heritage site or in its vicinity with small workshops and 

factories. 

3- The lack of information related to the archaeological buildings and the lack of an integrated 

database about them and the information that this includes about their sites, their history, and 

the engineering documentation for them. On them to keep buildings. 

4- Re-employment is the most important strategy for methods of preserving the architectural 

and urban heritage of the ancient Arab city, and thus preserving the cultural identity of these 

cities to ensure their continuity and preservation for future generations. 

5- Re-employing the architectural heritage helps to enhance the cultural dimension in society 

by affirming pride in the values of the past, a sense of belonging and identity. 

6- Re-employing the architectural heritage contributes to the protection of cultural and 

historical properties, contributes to a sense of belonging and achieves sustainable development. 

7- Giving equal importance to the archaeological building and the surrounding area through 

legislation helps to fully preserve the architectural heritage areas. 
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8- Re-employing heritage buildings for purposes that serve the community and provide a direct 

benefit to it, leading to community interest in preservation and upgrading projects. 

9- Re-employment of buildings and archaeological areas. Adequate employment not only helps 

to develop and restore life to them, but also affects neighboring urban entities and extends its 

impact to other areas. 

10- Giving equal importance to the ancient buildings and the surrounding area helps to fully 

preserve them. The best way to preserve ancient buildings is to rehabilitate them and use them 

in a new job that will ensure their survival. 

11- Taking care of the needs of the present at the expense of the human heritage is one of the 

grave mistakes that humanity has committed in many eras. 

12- The analysis of successful experiences leads to the development of preserving the 

architectural heritage and the transfer of expertise to successive generations. The development 

of antique buildings and their re-employment requires changing the idea of converting these 

buildings into museums or cultural palaces. 

13- Developing the means and techniques for preserving heritage buildings to reduce the 

chances of these buildings being affected by natural phenomena such as earthquakes. 

14- The policies followed in the field of preserving the architectural heritage in different 

countries reflect a true picture of the economic, political and social conditions in these 

countries. 

15- The archaeological buildings represent a major source of national income and a source of 

tourist attractions, as they are considered a heritage. 

16- The policies of preserving the architectural heritage of maintenance, restoration, re-

employment, reshaping, revival and renewal of heritage lead to achieving aesthetic, 

environmental and economic benefits in heritage buildings, employing archaeological 

buildings for tourism purposes as artistic and cultural centers that contribute to the development 

of cultural and artistic life and support tourism with the appropriate employment of buildings 

Archeology leads to many planning and organizational procedures in the surrounding areas and 

helps to set new rules for construction and architecture in them. 

17- Preserving the architectural heritage includes all the preservation processes that take place 

for archaeological buildings and areas of archaeological value and for all the buildings they 

contain of interest, a distinctive urban environment, or a unique urban fabric. The effective role 

of the media in the visitor turnout for the re-employed archaeological buildings, in addition to 

its role in the tourism promotion of the neighboring region. 

18- The acute shortage of government financial resources in addition to natural, human, social, 
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cultural, constructional and administrative factors, which directly affected the loss of heritage 

buildings at the global level and neglecting their maintenance and restoration. 

19- Lack of legislation and regulatory frameworks related to the process of re-employment, 

investment and development of archaeological buildings, weak legal frameworks related to the 

protection of architectural heritage, and problems of ownership of historical buildings. 

Distinguished architecture in all ages can coexist with each other despite the difference in style, 

size and building materials used in the restoration and rehabilitation Heritage buildings by re-

employing them play an important role in the process of economic and social development and 

contribute to the urbanization movement at the level of the region and the city. 

20- The human element plays a major role in the destruction of archaeological properties as a 

result of the low level of awareness of the importance of heritage, the concepts of sustainability, 

and the weakness of human and institutional capabilities related to the development of heritage 

buildings. 

21- Heritage buildings need help from governments because they are not fully exploited and 

misused, and suffer from informal encroachments and neglect despite the provision of 

capabilities, especially in the field of tourism. 

22- Weak public awareness of the importance of the architectural heritage and the cultural 

value it represents is one of the main reasons for the lack of restoration and architectural 

preservation and thus the increase in the dangers that threaten it. 

23- The limited contribution of archaeological buildings to architectural development due to 

lack of awareness of the possibilities and ways of investing in it. The existence of socio-urban 

problems related to the loss of public sympathy with heritage buildings and preservation 

projects. 

24- Awareness of the basics of classifying heritage buildings and the existence of 

documentation and registration of them that achieves a balance between the value of these 

buildings and the process of their rehabilitation and employment. 

25- The outlook on architectural heritage has developed at the international level in the form 

of treaties and charters sponsored by international organizations, as well as local interest in the 

form of legislations and laws to preserve the architectural heritage, although there are some 

shortcomings. Ancient buildings have been repurposed as museums and galleries, and not all 

areas have been properly employed. 

Recommendations: 

1- Establishing a database that includes all historical buildings and classifying them in terms 

of their historical, architectural and social value, provided that this information is available to 
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everyone who wants to study the architectural heritage. 

2- Establishing a higher advisory body that includes university professors, experts in 

archeology and restoration, and architects to study the jobs proposed to be occupied in 

archaeological buildings, make an evaluation of these jobs, determine the nature and needs of 

these buildings, and the steps necessary to preserve them. The new function of the ancient 

buildings is similar to their architectural composition, and the employment does not cause any 

structural defect in them through any modifications to them. 

3- Including heritage in school and university curricula and directing scientific research efforts 

towards topics that serve the re-employment and rehabilitation of architectural heritage. 

4- Cooperating with international organizations in the field of providing global expertise to 

benefit from and study their successful experiences in order to increase awareness and 

understand the correct methods of dealing with the archaeological buildings that are required 

to be re-employed. 

5- Choosing a permanent job for the building throughout the year, provided that this job serves 

the tourists and the people of the region and provides them with the services they need, limiting 

the museum's employment of residential buildings, and allocating them to cultural functions 

that reflect the family's lifestyle. 

6- Educating the private sector about the importance of participating in preserving the 

architectural heritage and re-employing it, and making this among its priorities in the field of 

social responsibility and creating smart incentives aimed at attracting investment in the field of 

rehabilitation and employment of the architectural heritage. Its infrastructure and linking its 

future use with its environmental and architectural surroundings. 

7- Supporting educational institutions in the field of preserving heritage buildings and re-

employing them, and launching competitions between universities and antiquities conservation 

centers regarding practical proposals and feasibility studies for the possibility of rehabilitating 

and employing archaeological buildings of value. Issuing strict laws by international bodies 

and organizations to preserve archaeological property and providing awareness, training and 

educational programs. Increase awareness of the architectural heritage and its importance to 

various segments of society. 
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