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URBAN BOUNDARIES AND ITS ROLE TO STOPPING THE INFORMAL URBAN EXTENSION 
ON AGRICULTURAL LAND 

As. Prof. Dr.  Abdelrehim Kenawy* 

ABSTRACT 
Egyptian urbanism is suffering from critical challenges and complex at the same time, which was and still 

a problem of the successive governments and citizens alike, and most important of them the high population 
growth It is raised by increasing the informal urban sprawl on farmland Valley and Delta. Due to confirm of 
the numerous studies an increase erosion rates of agricultural land, the government has made a study in 
collaboration with the National Party in the period of former President Hosni Mubarak, the study showed 
that the number of Egypt's population will reach to 96 million by the year 2020, an increase of 26 million on 
the current status.  

According to this study, it is expected until the year 2020 to accommodate the new cities of 4.5 million 
people and accommodate new land reclamation 2 million people, while the 1.5 million people can be 
absorbed through the condensation and replacement operations inside boundary 1985 and accommodate the 
development process of the desert hinterland of 6 million people. Thus, must accommodate the extensions of 
the current towns and villages the rest of the population (12 million), any that 12 million people must be 
resettled on existing agricultural land. In case of continuation of informal urban growth intact will be wasted 
500 thousand feddans.  

Thus, the study pointed out the necessity of adopting a new urban policy to deal with the current urban 
challenges and the most important of expected population increase and save the agricultural land. 
Accordingly, the Government has formulated an integrated urban policy to achieve a sustainable urban 
development through the redistribution of population and upgrading of existing urban environment. It was 
the vision of the Ministry of Housing, Utilities and Urban Communities to manage and developing the 
urban development system the consensus with the recent global trends in the urban management and current 
national policies . And adopted a set of goals to achieve this vision, the most important of which are: 
(activate the principle of popular participation at all levels, the participation of civil society in development 
projects, the restructuring of governmental institutions and activating the role of the Local administrations). 
In 2001, the Ministry commissioned by the Council of Ministers to prepare the indicative urban plan for all 
villages of the delta (563 villages) in coordination with the ministries of agriculture and local development 
where the project made it clear that all villages of the delta had grown out of the urban boundary 1985 large 
proportions between (40 

 

800 %) in some cases.  
The Ministry felt that, it is necessary developing a new urban boundary for the villages to save the 

agricultural lands in the future. For activation the proposed policy from the government and achieving its  
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vision, the General organization for physical Planning has made strategic plans of cities and villages and  
satellites, one of the most important output of the strategic plans was the proposed urban boundary to  

determine the current urban mass and put it in the legal framework as well as stopping the informal extension 
on agricultural land. After more than ten years since 2005, the beginning of the project, we are currently at 
the end of 2015 and with the completion of nearly all of the strategic plans of towns and villages and the 
satellites, must stop and put forward a set of questions on the extent of the realization of the objectives of the 
urban policy pursued by the Government as well as the achievement of the objectives of the strategic plans. 
Of course it is sure that the urban policy from the government and also the Strategic plans project have many 
goals and that could be achieve a lot them at different levels, but this paper is not about to evaluate the urban 
policy nor to assess the strategic plans project but is concerned with specific element from strategic plan 
namely the urban boundary as a main output of the strategic plans' outputs and has goals and objectives 
stipulated in the plan.  

The question here is: Is the proposed urban boundary succeeded to stopping the informal extension and 
achieving the preservation of agricultural land in Egypt?  

               


