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Abstract:

The "hospitality habit" on the general level, which accompanied
"days of seasons", formed an old habit, for which the state allocated
some endowments, as well as big families, those whose role is rooted,
from generation to other, in the preservation of this social practice.

The study of this issue allows analyzing the network of social re-
lations, and approaching of social and cultural distinctions that we can
observe with the contradiction between the extravagance of the tables
of the elite, the abundance of servants, the splendor of the place and
the carefully designed clothes of the servants, and between the tables
of the poor and their simplicity.

This article does not attempt to paint a detailed picture of an old
"hospitality habit" and its usual days, as such as it aims to develop an
approach about its importance in the cultural and social context, spe-
cifically during the transformation period in the early nineteenth cen-
tury. This period of transformation witnessed the undermining of the
foundations of the traditional mediating society, and its replacement a
new modernity thatimposed different conditions of life.As known, the
central state established modern institutions, and the same period
passed with the beginning of the growth of the institutional services
sector under its auspices, as well as its adoption of practical and ra-
tionalizing policies. These changes were, in general, contradictory to
the Mamluk regime and its social and ideological system. The study
draws attention to the effect of thesedevelopments in the form of au-
thority and its trends on changing some social customs, among which
was undoubtedly the "hospitality habit".
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