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Woman's poverty and the Public sphere

This study aimed to examine how poor women deal with the challenges of women presence in
the public sphere, by studying the situations of twenty Saudi women with very limited incomes
who do not have the tools to guarantee their freedom of movement in the social context. In-depth
interviews with the informants chosen as a purposive sample through which we sought to clarify
the details of their daily lives and ways of dealing with their difficult economic situation. This
study concluded that the informants were able to create opportunities enabled them to overcome
many of the obstacles that limit their presence in the public sphere of Saudi society, they created
means of resistance that took various forms at the private and public levels, which allowed them
to survive in a very rough social context.

Key words: Women’s Poverty, Women in the Public Sphere, Women Exclusion, Women in
Saudi Arabia.
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