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Character- building in the Tales of One Thousand and One Nights ""The
Tale of the Upper Egyptian and the European Female ** as a Model"*

By: Momen Ahmed Mahjoub
Majored in Comparative Literature
Department of Arabic Language
Faculty of Arts

Sohag University

Abstract

The research at hand is designed to study character- building as
represented in One Thousand and One Nights with specific reference to
the tale of "The Upper Egyptian and the European Woman". In addition,
the research highlights the technical aspects trying to deconstruct the
narrative work into smaller parts in order to clarify the image of the
character in a story and display the narrator's point of view. The research
applies the technical approach which focuses on exposing the present
emotional and expressive values in the text. The research has also referred
to several findings; the most important of which is the technique used in
drawing characters which relies on the names and connotations of the
characters. Generally, the names of most characters refer directly to a
certain social class or culture and this would surely serve the conflict
within the story. Another finding is that the Upper Egyptian is
distinguished for the soliloguy which uncovers the psychological aspect
of his character. The importance of description in the story lies beyond
drawing the apparent, internal, and external features of the character. The
description of the character emphasizes the starting point which the
narrator utilizes at the beginning of the story.

Key words: character, One- Thousand and One Nights, the Upper
Egyptian, The European Woman, techniques, narrator.
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