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The Soft Power of Higher Education and the

Achievement of National Interests
A Comparative Study in China, Russia, the United
States and Egypt

Mahmoud M. El-mahdy Salem

Lecturer of Comparative and International Education
Faculty of Education - Ain Shams University
mahmoudsalem@edu.asu.edu.eq

Summary:

Higher education is one of the most important resources of
the soft power of contemporary countries and a strategic tool which
countries depend on achievement of their national interests in the
context of international relations based on understanding,
cooperation and friendship among peoples. The mechanisms of the
soft power of higher education are varied, including: scholarships,
academic exchange programs, attracting of international students,
and the export of higher education. There is confirmation that the
existence of higher education itself does not mean that it is one of
the country's soft power resources, unless it is properly managed,
employed and linked to the internal and external interests of the
country. therefore, the current study seeks to present a set of
measures to activate the soft power of Egyptian higher education in
the light of the experiences of China, Russia and the United States,
in the light of cultural coherence with the Egyptian context. This
will enable Egyptian state to achieve its national interests under the
principles of understanding, cooperation and friendship. For this
purpose, the study uses the approach of Noah and Eckstien in
comparative educational studies.

Key words: Soft Power, Higher Education, National Interests,
International Relations, Understanding and Cooperation
International, Friendship among Peoples.
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