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The Hedging Strategy in Philosophical Discourse: "The Rational
and the Irrational in Our Intellectual Heritage" by Zaki Naguib
Mahmoud.

Abstract:

Hedging is a universal pragmatic and discourse strategy that
speakers employ to moderate their speech deliberately in order to
achieve communicative and discourse goals. Despite the importance
of hedging and its universality, the attention it has received in Arabic
linguistics is less that it has received in Western studies, as the
researcher, to his broad knowledge and exploration, did not confine
himself to only one study dealing with hedging. Despite the
universality of the concept or the term, it is confused with many other
terms such as mitigation, attenuation, and others, not only in
translation into Arabic, but also in other European languages; hence
the main motive for conducting this researcher which aims at
revealing the essence of this phenomenon and identifying its actual
applications through a genuine Arabic philosophical text; namely "The
Rational and the Irrational in Our Intellectual Heritage," a book by Zaki
Naguib Mahmoud, to answer the following core questions: What is
hedging? What is its use in communication? Why does a speaker
resort to it? What are the linguistic devices that are used to express it?
To whom is it addressed? What are the similarities, and also the
differences — in terms of function — between hedging and attenuation
on the one hand, and between hedging and mitigation on the other?
When do mitigation and attenuation become hedging, and when do
they not (since not every mitigation is hedging and not every
attenuation is hedging)?

Key Words: Strategy — hedging — philosophical discourse — The
Rational and the Irrational in Our Cultural Heritage — Zaki Naguib
Mahmoud - attenuation — mitigation.
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