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 المستخلص

القصْز فِ حنوْت هيارحِ الخنبؤ   ىذفج ىذه الذراست إلَ قْاس فاعلْت اسخخذام القصص

ادُ، ًحخبع ىذه الذراست الونيج الشبو حجزّبِ، حْذ ًالخلخْص لذٍ حلوْذاث الصف الثانِ الإعذ

طالبت هن طالباث الصف الثانِ الإعذادُ بوذرست الٌلْذّت  )06حكٌنج عْنت الذراست هن  )

( طالبت حن الخذرّس لين الفين 06الاعذادّت بناث، حن حقسْوين الَ هجوٌعخْن: هجوٌعت حجزّبْت )

طالبت حن الخذرّس لين باسخخذام  (06ضابطت )القزائِ باسخخذام القصص القصْز ،ًهجوٌعت 

حن اسخخذام اخخبار الفين القزائِ القبلِ البعذُ كأداة للبحذ، أظيزث الذراست   الطزّقت الوعخاده،

فاعلْت اسخخذام القصص القصْز فِ حنوْت هيارحِ الخنبؤ ًالخلخْص لذٍ حلوْذاث الصف الثانِ 

 الاعذادُ، لصالح الوجوٌعت الخجزّبْت.

 الفين القزائِ، الخنبؤ بالأحذاد، حلخْص القصت لمات المفتاحية:الك
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Abstract 

The aim of the present study was to investigate the effectiveness of 

using short stories in developing predicting and summarizing skills for 

2
nd

  year prep school pupils. The study followed the quasi-experimental 

design. The participants of the study were 60 female pupils from El-

weleda prep school for girls. They were divided into two groups: the 

experimental group (30) were taught reading comprehension by using 

short stories, and the control group (30) were taught reading 

comprehension by using the regular method. The instrument of the 

present study was a pre-post reading comprehension test. The study 

showed the effectiveness of using short stories in developing predicting 

and summarizing skills among 2
nd

  year prep stage pupils, in favor of the 

experimental group. 

Key words : Reading comprehension, Predicting  events, 

Summarizing stories 
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Introduction 

 Reading is one of the four skills in learning English besides 

listening, speaking and writing. Students can increase their 

information, knowledge and experience through reading. Reading is 

essential to the success of language learning in general, and learning a 

foreign language in particular. It improves learners' vocabulary, 

writing and speaking skills.   

 Reading is an important activity as it enables readers to find 

information from a variety of texts, to get pleasure, to get jobs, and to 

deal with some study purposes. Harmer (2007) supports this by saying 

that reading is beneficial not only for careers, study, and pleasure, but 

also for language acquisition. Reading comprehension process means 

being able to understand and build a meaning from a text. To 

understand the text accurately, the students need to connect between 

what they read and what they already know. It can be understood that 

the ability to comprehend content in a text is the main goal of reading 

in the learning process. Richard and Renandya (2002: 227) also state 

that reading for comprehension is the main purpose for reading. 

 As reading is a complex process, Grabe & Stoller (2004) state 

that many researchers try to explain the fluent reading process by 

analyzing the process into a set of sub skills. Those sub skills include 

finding the topic sentence, supporting ideas, antonym, synonym, 

reference and inference. Successful reading is determined by the 

comprehension of the reader in the reading process. To achieve these 

purposes, there are some strategies that can be applied by the students 

in reading, such as highlighting, summarizing, note- taking, 

paraphrasing, etc.  
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  Rajab and Al-Sadi (2015) identified certain habits and 

preferences of EFL learners regarding various personal practices of 

the reading process in the first language (L1) as well as in second 

language (L2). The students‟ responses indicated their lack of interest 

as well as the lack of motivation towards „academic reading‟ in both 

L1 and L2. As the students‟ problems in understanding the reading 

text are realized, a variety of reading strategies has been introduced to 

EFL classes to develop their reading skill. Predicting, making 

connections, inferring, questioning and summarizing are meta-

cognitive reading comprehension strategies. 

  Oczkus (2003:13) states that good readers have a purpose for 

reading and predicting is a strategy for improving comprehension and 

helps the readers set a purpose for their reading. Duke and Pearson 

(2005) clarify that without this aspect of the prediction process, it 

becomes meaningless to improve the student‟s comprehension. 

Students can make connections based upon how characters in a story 

relate to each other, or how story elements relate between stories or by 

comparing characters in a story to characters of today. 

As stated by Adler (2001:5), visualization requires the reader to 

construct an image of what is read. This image is stored in the reader‟s 

memory as a representation of the reader‟s interpretation of the text 

(National Reading Panel, 2000). Inferring, as clarified by Serafini 

(2004:95), refers to reading between the lines. Students need to use their 

own knowledge along with information from the text to draw their own 

conclusions. Questioning is a process readers use before, during, and 

after reading. Harvey and Goudvis (2000:6) state that the questioning 

process requires readers to ask questions of themselves to construct 

meaning, enhance understanding, find answers, solve problems, find 

information, and discover new information. Adler (2001) states that the 

process of summarization requires the reader to determine what is 

important when reading and to condense the information in the reader's 

own words.  
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Nuttall (2000:38) claims that conscious development of reading 

skills is important because teachers are trying to equip students for the 

future, and so it is impossible to familiarize students with every text they 

will ever want to read; but what teachers can do is give them techniques 

for approaching texts of various kinds, to be used for various purposes, 

that is the essence of teaching reading. 

         Nilsson (2003:4) states that psychological and psycholinguistics 

research strongly indicate that the quality of reading as psychological 

processing of the target language input depends on whether the reader 

finds the text personally significant. That is, if the text relates to the 

reader‟s background knowledge and experiences, interests and 

information needed. 

 Literature has revealed that the reader's awareness and observation 

of the processes of understanding is an important aspect of the skilled 

reader. (Alexander & Jetton 2000; Makhtari & Reichard 2002) also noted 

that these processes of awareness and observation are often referred to in 

the literature as being super cognitive, which can be considered the extent 

of knowledge of the reader to read and restraint mechanisms exercised 

during reading the text. 

Therefore, reading comprehension is the real essence of reading. 

Teaching reading in all stages aims at improving the ability to 

comprehend the contents of the printed text. Real reading is the reading 

that is associated with understanding, and if reading is a complex process 

consisting of several sub-processes, Understanding is one of the most 

important processes around which other processes are based. 
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Harmer (2002:39) noted that teaching reading starts from 

primary school to university using different strategies. The strategy 

used should involve students in the reading process. This means that 

the students will experience the real learning process and how to 

understand any text they may read. Farrell (2001) is among those who 

support the use of other modern strategies to improve sub-reading 

skills in students. 

The unwillingness in reading and the need to achieve success in 

English among prep school pupils create a problem. The teacher wants 

to improve their English, but they are not really willing to read 

English. They read English materials lazily in the class. They said the 

materials or the topics are not interesting to read. They are bored of 

the monotonous topics. For this reason, finding the right media can 

help pupils to solve their problems in reading comprehension. The 

researcher introduced a new way to encourage the reading willingness 

in the pupils through using short stories. 

The researcher used  short stories because in teenagers' level, 

short stories are the most interesting literary work to read. The short 

story is not too long to read and has various interesting topics. Short 

stories are a one of media that can make it easier for the pupils to 

remember what they have read and help them read more carefully. 

Usually, a short story will focus on only one incident, has a single 

plot, a single setting, a limited number of characters, and covers a 

short period of time. Pathan (2013) stated that short stories are 

strongly recommended, which are one of the best methods, for 

effective teaching of foreign language skills. Furthermore, Erkaya 

(2005) said that short stories motivate students to continue reading so 
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that they can solve the problem. So hopefully by using this way, they 

can improve their comprehension in reading without boredom. 

Pardede (2011) also mentioned that the use of short stories is more 

interesting to use as a part of language skills classes, and as a material 

for enjoyment. According to Sage (1987 as cited in Hismanoglu, 

2005) using short stories is a useful technique in language classes as 

short stories are short; it makes it easy for both the teacher and the 

students to cover it. 

Being aware of the importance of reading comprehension for the 

2nd stage pupils, the teacher can use short stories to improve the 

pupils‟ reading comprehension. Therefore, a quasi-experimental study 

entitled “Improving 2nd year prep stage pupils' predicting and 

summarizing  through short stories” is conducted.  

Studies related to short stories 

Abu Zahra and Farrah (2016) carried out a study about using short 

stories in the EFL classroom which examined students' attitudes towards 

using short stories in the EFL classroom. In order to achieve this aim, the 

researchers used a questionnaire to examine students‟ attitudes towards 

using short stories. The participants of this study included 2nd to 4th year 

students majoring in English in the fall semester of the academic year 

2014-2015 at Hebron University. The result of the study proved that the 

students held positive attitudes towards using short stories in the EFL 

learners due to the Grade Point Average (GPA). 
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Firmasary (2015) conducted a study aiming to use short stories to 

improve students' reading comprehension of the Second Year Students 

Of SMPN 2 Kota Bengkulu. The researcher used the quasi - experimental 

design. The participants of this study were 80 second year high 

school students from 2nd year high school. It was found that short stories 

can improve students‟ reading comprehension. Short story made students 

interested and encouraged their willingness to read the text of English.  

Pourkalhor and Kohan (2013) carried out a study about teaching 

reading comprehension through short stories in advanced classes. The 

study was applied on 40 advanced-level tenth grade students. The 

participants of the study were divided into two groups; the experimental 

group (20) students who were taught by using the book Modern Short 

Stories in English by Robert J. Dixon. The control group (20) students 

they taught by material from different reading books. Data was gathered 

using a reading comprehension test. However, the findings proved that 

the students who were taught by using short stories did much better than 

the students who were taught by using the traditional way. 

Sari (2013) conducted a study that aimed at using short stories to 

develop students‟ reading comprehension skills. To measure this, the 

researchers used a test and a questionnaire. The participants of the study 

consisted of a group of 40 students, who were classified in two groups, 

the control group which was taught by using instructional-based 

textbook, and the experimental group which was taught by using short 

stories as a reading comprehension test. The result was analyzed by using 

T-test, which found that the group which was taught by using short 

stories did better than the other. 
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Zeraatkar and Hadipanah (2013) studied the effects of short stories 

on Junior High school EFL Learners' Reading Skills in Birjand. To 

achieve this objective, the researchers chose 40 students aged 40 

randomly from Birjand's teacher training center, and they were divided in 

two groups, which were the control group that was taught by using the 

traditional way, and the experimental group that was taught by using 

short stories, and the data were collected by a pretest and a post test for 

the two groups. The results showed that using short stories in teaching 

will produce positive outcomes on reading, motivates students, and 

making the teaching more interesting. 

Rabba (2012) did a study about teaching short stories for 10th 

grade in classrooms in Palestine. The researchers conducted this study on 

48 tenth grade students at Al Thahrieh School for Boys. In order to 

achieve the study goal, the researchers collected data by a questionnaire, 

assessment sheet, and pre and post test. The sample of the study was 

divided into groups, the experimental group and the controlled group. 

After statistical treatment, the researchers came up with a result that 

students became more active by using short stories. 

Context of the study  

Based on the researcher‟s observation, it was found that the pupils 

had poor reading comprehension skills. They also had problems finding 

the main idea and specific information the author wanted to convey to the 

reader and the pupils could not predict what the text was about. With 

regard to the initial observation, it was found that the unsatisfactory 

results of pupils' understanding of the reading text resulted from several 

factors. 
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      First, most pupils did not know many of the meanings of the 

words in the text. Second, they could not understand the content of the 

text, which made it difficult for them to understand important 

information such as the main idea, the details mentioned and not 

mentioned, and references. Third, they were unable to learn how to do 

the reading process, as they were not trained in how to use reading 

strategies to understand the text effectively. Fourth, teachers still use 

traditional teaching methods, briefly explaining the text and asking 

students to answer questions about the text. Finally, students did not feel 

motivated to do so. 

  To confirm the poor reading comprehension skills of the pupils, the 

researcher conducted a preliminary reading comprehension test on a 

group of (30) preparatory school pupils. 

The results were as follows: 

percentage of weakness among female 

pupils 

Sub-skills of reading comprehension 

70% Predicting story events 

57% Summarizing stories 

All these problems hinder the improvement and progress of 

language learning. Therefore, this study attempts to investigate the 

effectiveness of using short stories in improving predicting and 

summarizing of 2
nd

 year prep stage pupils. Many researchers 

recommended using short stories as Abu Zahra and Farrah               

(2016), Firmasary (2015), Zeraatkar and Hadipanah (2013), and 

Rabba (2012) 

Statement of the problem  

The 2
nd

 year prep school pupils of El-Weledya for girls had some 

weaknesses in predicting the events and summarizing skills. To 

overcome these problems, the researcher attempted to conduct a quasi- 

experimental study with the use of short stories in order to improve the 

pupils‟ predicting and summarizing skills. 
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Definitions of terms 

Predicting  events 

Duffy (2009: 102) states that “Predicting is not a wild guess, but a 

thoughtful hypothesis based on clues.” In this study it means activating 

the prior knowledge of the 2
nd

 year prep stage school pupils of El 

Weledya about a topic by combining what they know with the new 

material in the text. Predicting is based on clues in the text such as 

pictures, titles, and sometimes lines from the text. 

Summarizing stories  

Wormeli (2005: 2) states that “summarizing can be thought of as 

complex processes where students spend time restating the essence of 

text or an experience in as few words as possible or in a new, yet 

efficient, manner”. In this study it means the ability of 2
nd

 year pupils to 

get the central idea from a large chunk of information and condense it to 

a brief statement. 

A Short story 

Cambridge Advanced Learners‟ Dictionary (2003:1162) defines 

„short story‟ as “an invented story which is no more than about 10,000 

words in length” .In this study, it is defined as a simple and short literary 

text which is easy to be read by the pupils in a short time. It can motivate 

pupils to read, because it is interesting, enjoyable and funny for them.  

Aims of the study 

        This study aims at improving 2nd year prep stage pupils' predicting 

story events and summarizing the story through short stories. 
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Question of the study 

       The problem of the study can be stated in the following major 

question: 

- What is the effectiveness of using short stories in improving predicting 

events and summarizing the story of  2
nd

 year prep stage pupils?     

Hypotheses of the study 

       To answer this question, the researcher proposed the following 

hypotheses:  

1. There would be no statistically significant difference between the 

mean scores of the control and experimental group on the pre-

administration of the reading comprehension test.  

2. There would be a statistically significant difference between the 

mean scores of the control and experimental group on the post-

administration of the reading comprehension test, favoring the 

experimental group.  

3. There would be a statistically significant difference between the 

mean scores of the experimental group on the pre-post 

administration of the reading comprehension test, favoring the post-

administration. 

Delimitations of the study 

The study is delimited to :  

1. A group of (60) second year preparatory stage pupils at El Weledya 

prep school for girls school , Assiut Governorate. 

2. Some reading comprehension skills (predicting  events, and 

summarizing the story). 
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Design of the study 

The following study used an experimental approach based on a 

quasi-experimental design with both experimental and control groups; 

(control group) where pupils learned within their group reading 

comprehension skills through the usual method, and (experimental 

group) in which pupils were taught reading comprehension skills through 

short stories. 

 Materials and Instruments of the study  

They are : 

1. A list of reading comprehension skills suitable for  second year  

preparatory stage pupils. 

2. A Teacher's Guide to help teachers  use short stories to improve 

predicting events and summarizing stories for second year preparatory 

stage pupils. 

3. A  student‟s book to use short stories to improve predicting events and 

summarizing the story for 2
nd

  year preparatory stage pupils. 

4. A Reading comprehension skills pre-post test for 2
nd

  year preparatory 

stage  pupils. 

Participants 

The researcher selected 60 female pupils from among the 2
nd

 year 

prep stage  pupils at El-Weledya prep school for girls school, Assiut 

Governorate. The researcher chose two classes; the first class of (30) 

pupils as an experimental group and the second of (30) pupils as a control 

group. Furthermore, the participants were chosen from the same school 

to be equivalent in the social, cultural, economic and academic level. 
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The Procedure  

 In order to investigate the significant results of reading 

comprehension achievement by using short stories, a group of 60 female 

pupils from Elweledya prep school for girls school has been sampled for 

the purpose of this study. The pupils were then divided into two groups – 

the control group and the experimental group. The following procedures 

were followed: 

1. Pretesting  

Both experimental and control groups were given a pretest before 

the presentation of the material to find out the mean score of both groups 

before receiving the treatment. Both groups were administered an 

identical Pre-Test that showed the two groups had similar reading 

ability.  

2.  The treatment   

After having the pre-test, the experimental group was taught by 

using short stories, while the control group received regular instruction 

for a period of three months. The pupils were also taught how to predict 

the events of the story, and summarize the story. 

3. Post testing  

After giving the treatment, the post test was given to each group. It 

was exactly the same as the pre-test in terms of time and the contents. It 

was intended to find out the mean scores of the experimental and control 

groups. The researcher interpreted the results and provided conclusions 

and recommendations of the study for further research. 
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 Data analyses and results 

        An independent t-test was used to compare the mean scores of the 

experimental group, and the control group on the pretest. Means and 

standard deviations of both groups' results on the pretest were computed. 

As shown in Table (1) all (t) values were statistically insignificant at 0,05 

which means there was not any significant difference between the mean 

scores of the experimental and control groups' on the pretest of reading 

comprehension. Thus, it can be concluded that the two groups enjoyed 

the same levels of reading ability before the administration of the 

treatment.  

Table (1): t. test independent sample results of differences 

between the experimental and the control group in the pre-

administration of the reading comprehension test. 

In order to test the research question that whether using short 

stories can enrich 2nd year prep school pupils' prediction and 

summarizing ability, an independent t-test was run to compare the mean 

scores of the two groups on the post test. As shown in Table (2) all (t) 

values were statistically significant at 0,05 which means there was a 

significant difference between the mean scores of the experimental and 

control groups' on the post-administration of the reading comprehension 

test, in favor of the experimental group. 

Skills Group N Mean 
Std. 

Deviation 
T Sig(2- taild) 

Predicting events Experimental 30 5.36 1.92 
0.059 Non Sig 

Control 30 5.33 1.89 

Summarizing 

the story 

Experimental 30 3.00 1.25 
0.061 

Non Sig 

Control 30 3.02 1.23 

Total Experimental 30 8.36 5.82 
0.377 

Non Sig 

Control 30 8.53 5.87 
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Table (2) 

t-test Result of Differences between the Experimental and the 

Control Groups in the Post-Test 

Skills Group N Mean Std. Deviation T Sig(2- taild) 

Predict story 

events 
Experimental 30 7.83 1.57 

5.39 
0.05 

Control 30 5.36 1.90 

Summarize  

the story 
Experimental 30 6.40 1.38 

9.57 
0.05 

Control 30 3.09 1.25 

Total Experimental 30 14.23 3.71 
14.09 

0.05 

Control 30 8.45 5.91 

The previous table shows that the mean of the total score of the 

post-test of the experimental group reached (14.23), whereas the mean of 

the total score of the control group was (8.45). This result indicates that 

using short stories was more effective than the traditional method in 

developing the pupils‟ prediction of the story events and summarizing the 

story. 

T-test Independent Samples was used to measure if there were 

statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the 

experimental group on the Pre-Posttest. The results are shown in table (3) 

Table (3) 

Differences between the mean scores of the experimental group 

in the pre-post application of the reading comprehension test 

Skills   

Application  N Mean 

Std. 

Deviation T 

Sig 

(2- taild) 

Predicting story events Pre 30 5.36 1.92 
13.88 

0.05 

Post 30 7.83 1.57 

Summarizing the story Pre 30 3.00 1.25 
9.60 

0.05 

Post 30 6.40 1.38 

Total Pre 30 8.36 5.82 
16.07 

0.05 

Post 30 14.23 3.71 
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Table (3) shows that there were significant differences between the 

mean scores of the experimental group on the pre-test which reached 

(8.36), whereas the mean of the post test was (14.23) in favor of the post 

test, which indicates that there were some improvements in the teaching 

and learning process of reading as well as the pupils‟ predicting and 

summarizing skills.  

Figure (1) 

Comparison of the mean scores of the experimental group in 

the pre-post application of the reading test 
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Figure ( (1 illustrates that the performance of the experimental 

group pupils in the post-application surpassed their performance in the 

pre-application of the same test. Pupils‟ scores on predicting events and 

summarizing the story and the total test score were in favor of the post-

application, indicating that pupils‟ performance in predicting and 

summarizing is enhanced in the post-application after studying using 

short stories. Therefore, the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted and 

the null hypothesis (H0) was rejected. It indicates that there is a 

significant difference between the two groups. It can be concluded that 

the pupils in the experimental group who were taught by using short 

stories gained a better improvement than those in the control group who 

were taught by using the traditional method. 

Discussion of results  

In the light of the findings of this study, the results show that using 

short stories was highly effective in developing the pupils' levels of 

predicting the events and summarizing stories in the experimental group 

who were taught through short stories compared with the control group 

results who were taught according to the regular method. Using short 

stories increased the achievement of predicting and summarizing skills as 

it promotes cooperative learning. Short stories are attractive as they make 

students interested in reading . 

This finding is supported by other researchers‟ findings related to 

teaching reading comprehension by using short stories. Lindawati (2011) 

found that using short stories in teaching reading comprehension was 

more effective compared to the traditional method. Yuliana (2013) also 

concluded that the use of short stories is more effective in increasing the 

pupils‟ achievement in teaching reading comprehension. 
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