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The Spartan king Agesilaus Il a mercenary leader in
Egypt
(362-360B.C.)

Abstract: The Spartan King Agesilaus Il left his throne in
Sparta and went out to work as a mercenary in Egypt after
he faced many military clashes (396-362B.C.) that forced
him to search for a source of livelihood outside his
homeland, to benefit from that livelihood as part of the
power of Sparta. Agesilaus did not find better than Egypt
(after its independence from Persian Empire in 404B.C.)
which shared the hostility of the Persians and gathered
mercenary soldiers for profitable wages. In Egypt, the
mercenary commander Agesilaus with a thousand of his
soldiers did his job to the fullest and was able to get the
hoped-for price in 360B.C. from the Egyptian King
Nectanebo Il (the last king of the pharaohs). Hence the
importance of the subject which is the embodiment of King
Agesilaus of the meaning of sacrifice for the sake of the
homeland, And that is by displaying the struggle of that
king and deducing the extent to which Spartans benefited
from that sacrifice. This study begins by observing the
circumstances that prepared that king to abandon his
position and seek as a mercenary through by First: "The
Spartan king in Sparta and Asia Minor". Then display the
National Mission of Agesilaus in Egypt by Second:
"Mercenary Agesilaus in Egypt".
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hegemony, Cornell University, 43.
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(15) Cawkwell (1976), 62-63.
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Stephen Ruzicka (2012), Trouble in the West: Egypt and the Persian
Empire 525-332 B.C., Oxford University Press, 138.
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