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ABSTRACT: -

The development of cities depends on several urban and architectural potentials. Among those
potentials are public spaces. Public spaces activate the cultural, social, and economic features of a
city; as well as enhancing healthy life. The rise of rapid urbanization, and increased migration from
rural to urban areas, led to the emergence of various urban problems such as bad planning and
narrow urban environments. Consequently, public spaces diminished in cities, and several unused
urban spaces popped out. This has stimulated planners to assimilate this problem by introducing the
Public Realm concept. The public realm is defined as publicly owned zones (such as streets, plazas,
squares, and intermediate places), in which various social interactions are practiced. Besides, the
public realm was found to have common features that enhance its role in city development. As many
cities sought to improve the public realm; such as London, Dublin, Leeds, etc.; improvements in
social, economic, and environmental conditions in the city started to come up. Hence, this paper
addresses public realm definitions and concepts, as well as the common features of the public realm
supporting social interactions, to understand the priorities and methodology of improving the public
realm in cities..
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