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Irregular Migration and its Paths to the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia from the Countries of the Horn of Africa:
A Case Study on Assir Area

Abstract

The research aimed to study the phenomenon of irregular
migration to Asir area from the countries of the horn of Africa and
to clarify the motives for infiltration and the paths taken by the
intruders to enter the research area. The study also focused on
identifying the places where infiltrators were being caught and the
locations that infiltrators prefer to pass through to reach the study
area.

The study used the descriptive-analytical approach. Data were
collected using a prepared questionnaire, which was applied to a
sample of infiltrators who were arrested in the immigration
department in the city of Abha. The total number of the sample was
(510) infiltrators and were interviewed directly.

The study sample was from Ethiopia and Somalia, tow-third
and one-third, respectively. The economic factor was the main
motive for infiltration, the existence of relatives and friends in the
Kingdom motivating nearly a third of the infiltrators to infiltrate,
while the religious motive represented a motive for nearly (10%) of
the sample.

The path of infiltration through Yemen accounted for the vast
majority of infiltration cases and was a meeting point and then a
starting point to complete the infiltration journey. Djibouti was also
a second gathering point for infiltrators from Ethiopia and Somalia.
In terms of arrest points, Dahran Al-Janoub governorate accounted
more than one-third of the arrested infiltrators, and the Mahayel
governate came in second place. This explained the security efforts
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made to resist this phenomenon and on the other hand the need to
support the security efforts in both the governorates.

The study recommended the development of national security
strategy to confront the phenomenon and participation of citizens in
this strategy. Giving priority to projects in the border areas is
important. Also, tightening the penalties for those who facilitate,
participate, or employ irregular immigrants illegally.

Finally, establishing mega projects, economic and political
relationships with the African countries are important issues to
reduce the irregular migration the country.

Keywords: Irregular migration, Saudi, Assir.
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