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Building Awareness and National Identity

in The Works of Hussein Al-Marsafi

Dr. Sayed Hafez Abd EI-Hamid Badawy
Lecturer of Modern Arabic and Islamic Thought
Department of Philosophy
Faculty of Arts -Beni-suef University
Abstract

This paper investigates the issue of building awareness and
national identity in the works of Sheikh Hussein Al-Marsafi (1810
— 1890 AD). Al-Marsafi had a vision for building awareness based
on a realistic utilitarian philosophy stemming from an analysis of
human nature, and a mindful reading of history and reality, as well
as a modern and genuine regenerative understanding of religion
and the formation of the national state through dealing with a
number of points.

e First: reading his philosophy on human nature and urbanization
in which he explains the origin of human nature and the dialectic
of competition and assistance and their relation to the formation of
the national state. Al-Marsafi sees that enmity is a priori element
in man, its laws together with the role played by religion and
utilitarianism are bases for international relations.

e Second: The foundations of awareness according Al-Marsafi
are four: criticism, scientific reasoning, reality and constructing
concepts.
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e Third: Al-Marsafi’s sees that education is the main mechanism
of building awareness especially in stage of building the
homeland, then comes the rest of mechanisms. The researcher
concentrates more on the concept of education and its purpose,
then on the teacher and the learner, human planning, the cognitive
model and self-affirmation. Then, the researcher presents the three
principles of reform and happiness in Al-Marsafi's works which
may be summed up in:

1- Definition of happiness and morality,

2- Nationalist identity and practical education,

3- Professional ethics.

Keywords: Awareness, Hussein Al-Marsafi, Nationalist identity,
Human urbanization.
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