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A fundamental reading in the topics of evidence agreed upon
from the book Al-Umm by Al-Shafi’i (The Book of Fasting as

an example
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Abstract

Imam Ash-Shafe’i was the first to write books on the
science of Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence) fundamentals. Some
specialists even regard him as the founder of that discipline. That is
why researching into Ash-Shafe’i’s methodology in this particular
science, through his own writings, is of paramount importance. In
fact, such research can combine both theory and application. For
example, Imam Ash-Shafe’i’s book, Ar-Resalah 4l ), comprises
basic theories with some of their applications in the realm of Figh
fundamentals. Moreover, his book Al-Umm {‘ﬁ\ abounds in
examples of the application of his theories and the deduction of
fundamental Islamic rules. This research also investigates the
method Imam Ash-Shafe’i adopts when it comes to Figh, ljtihad
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(independent reasoning) and deducing rulings, which is the fruit of
the science of Figh fundamentals. It is noteworthy that evidence is
the very essence and main topic of Figh fundamentals science, be
that evidence of consensus or controversial. Therefore, the research
at hand explores the agreed-upon proofs provided by Imam Ash-
Shafe’i; its topic is “A Figh-Fundamentals-Based Reading of the
Questions of Agreed-upon Proofs from Ash-Shafe’i’s Al-Umm: the
Book of Fasting As a Model”. The research chapters are as
follows:
The Introduction: It introduces Imam Ash-Shafe’i and his Book,
Al-Umm.
Chapter One: Proofs from the Holy Qur’an.
Chapter Two: Proofs from the Prophet’s Sunnah (i.e. Prophet
Muhammad’s Sayings and Tradition).
Chapter Three: Proofs of Consensus.
Chapter Four: Proofs of Analogy.
The Conclusion.
Keywords: Fundamentals, the Qur’an, Sunnah, consensus,
analogy.
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