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Abstract
lllegal mining activities including prospecting, exploration,

extraction and production, and the resulting mineral tailings
can impact on environmental and social systems. Mining has a
range of benefits for communities as it also causes significant
environmental damage, and how these environmental effects
are managed by governments, local communities, and
international and local organizations can exacerbate or reduce
these effects. The research focuses on the environmental
impacts of illegal mining in (Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi)
and presents the causes and consequences of illegal mining on
water bodies, land and soil degradation, destruction of wildlife

habitats, and threat to the population life.
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