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The old City at Dendara and its urbanism signs

Abstract :

Through the previous studies, excavations and the archeological survey, the
scholar has presented a conclusion of urbanism signs at Dendara and a
description of the old residential City there.

there is an urbanism at Dendara since the prehistoric periods. the old
kingdom was the beginning of a strong conglomerate at Dendara, which
continued through the first intermediate period and until the 12" dynasty, it
probably was the maximum conglomerate before the urbanism started
backing down.

There were different ruins ensure the urbanism at Dendara such as stoves,
thick layers of ash , baking molds , mud seals , beer jars , seeds , linen ruins
and houses ruins .

studies and excavations which conducted at Dendara, indicate that
Dendara was firstly a small agricultural village in the second Nagada
civilization. by the old kingdom, it increasingly continued as a main
religious center and as an expanding city until the middle kingdom.

the urbanism there developed indirectly in the area which adjunct for Isis
and Hathor temples, it gradually developed towards the east behind the great
wall of Hathor temple. this area characterized with houses contain group of
main rooms which surround courts and stores, there were ways and small
streets between them. there were also buildings due to the middle kingdom
contains houses built contiguous along the street axis.
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® Marouard,G., " Dendara at its origins new evidence for a pre-and early dynastic
settlement site in upper Egypt " in : Near Eastern Archaeology 80,3 (2017) , p. 172..
"Geller, J.R. , Predynastic beer production at Hierakonpolis, Upper Egypt. Archaeological
Evidence and Anthropological Implications. PhD dissertation, Washington University ,
1992, p.94.

8Petrie, W.M.F. and Quibell, J.E. , Nagada and Ballas. British School of Archaeology in
Egypt, Egyptian Research Account 1, London , 1896 , p. 92.

%Peet , T.E. , The Cemeteries of Abydos Il (1912-1913). Egypt Exploration Society
Excavation Memoirs 35, London , 1915, p. 3.

OGarstang, J. , A Predynastic Pot-kiln recently discovered at Mahasna, in Egypt. Man 2 (
1902),p.38.

1 Marouard, G., " Excavating in the shadow of HatHor, mistress of Dendara " in: News
and Notes the Oriental Institute of the university of Chicago, Issue 229, 2016 , pp. 5-16 .
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2Mariette, A. , Dendérah: description générale du grandtemple de cette ville, vol. 1, Paris
1870, pp. 53-54.

13SJater, R.A. , The Archaeology of Dendereh in the First Intermediate Period. PhD
dissertation, University of Pennsylvania , 1974 , p. 417.

¥ Cauville, S. , Dendara V—VI Traduction, les cryptes du temple d’Hathor, vol. 1. OLA
131. Leuven, 2004 , p. 64.

“Ibid. , p. 64 ; Daumas, F. , " Derechef Pepi ler & Dendara " in : Revue d’Egyptologie 25,
7-20 (1973), P. 18.

6Slater , R.A., Op.Cit., p. 21.

YMoeller,N. and Marouard,G. : " The Development of two early urban centers in upper
Egypt during the 3™ millennium BC " in : The Examples of Edfu an Dendara , in : From
Microcosm to Macrocosm in Individual Households and cities in Ancient Egypt and Nubia
. Edited by Julia Budka and Johannes Auenmuller , Lieden, 2018, p. 32 .

18 patch, D. , The origin and early development of urbanism in ancient Egypt . PhD ,
University of Pennsylvania , 1991 , p. 186 .
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Abteilung Kairo 56. Mainz , 1999 , p. 76.

20 Fischer , H. , Dendera in the Third Millennium B.C. downto the Theban Domination of
Upper Egypt , Mitchigen , 1968, p. 2.

2! Fischer , H. , Denderah in the old kingdom and its aftermath , Pennsylvania , 1955 , p.7 ;
Marouard, G. , Dendara 2015-2016 Annual Report " in : The Oriental Institute Annual
Report, p. 39.

22 Marouard,G. , " Dendara at its origins new evidence for a pre-and early dynastic
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Moeller,N. and Marouard,G. : "' The Development of two early urban centers in upper
Egypt during the 3 millennium BC " in : The Examples of Edfu an Dendara , in : From
Microcosm to Macrocosm in Individual Households and cities in Ancient Egypt and Nubia

. Edited by Julia Budka and Johannes Auenmuller, Lieden , 2018, pp. 29-58., fig.24 .
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