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Abstract

The present study on women welfare falls on the borderline
between sexual objectification of women and description of emotional
states such as love and yearning. The poet under scrutiny describes his
beloved’s body parts, referring to her sexy body, soft body parts,
plumpness, inactivity, and carefree attitude.

The description of women welfare has also uncovered the
civilized lifestyle of women at the time. They used to take care of their
skin and bodies, avoid sun rays, and use scented materials such as
saffron, ginger, clove, misk and amber. Natural objects such as the
sky, the earth, animals, plants, minerals, incense, and previous stones
was the main source of inspiration for the projection of women
welfare in classical Arabic poetry.

Examination of the literature on women welfare in classical
Arabic poetry reveals various contexts and patterns of representation.
The cultural origins, social context, and shared environment has
triggered intertextual references to women welfare in poetry. The
study seeks to highlight these intertextual references to women
welfare and investigate the motives for their adoption and circulation.
It concludes that Imru’ al-Qais had a leading role in the construction
of the theme of women welfare in classical Arabic poetry, and the
perpetuation of the theme in the poetry of subsequent Arab poets
whose poetry contained varying levels of imitation of Imru’ al-Qais’s
poetic style.

The study is in two parts. The first part focuses on the
psychological and social dimensions of the theme of women welfare
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in classical Arabic poetry. The second part of the study analyzes the
artistic form of classical Arabic poetry in order to reveal the way it
embeds the theme of women welfare, and explores patterns of
representation of this theme in classical Arabic poetry.
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