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Abstract 

Islamic Sharia has taken great care in preserving the 

family entity and the marital relationship. However, 

something may happen to this relationship that prevents 

its continuation, such as a disagreement between the 

spouses that leads them to discord. This discord harms 

the wife, causes her embarrassment, and prevents her 

from a legitimate right, which is not permissible to drop 

it: not to have intercourse with it, called in Islamic 

Sharia Ilaa (swearing to keep away from having 

intercourse with one’s wife). 

The issue of Ilaa is important on which many doctrinal 

issues and rulings that are built, maybe unknown for 

many people, including the issue of a divorced woman’s 

inheritance by Ilaa. The research concluded with several 

results, the most important of which are: 

 Ilaa: swearing to keep away from having intercourse 

with one’s wife for four months or more. 

 Ilaa ranges from oath to divorce. It is closer to 

divorce. It has the consequences of divorce, without 

Ilaa, especially for inheritance matters. 
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 The most correct saying regarding the period of Ilaa 

is that the husband is swears to leave intercourse for 

more than four months. 

 The divorce that takes place by Ilaa is a revocable 

divorce, so if the husband dies while his widow is in 

the waiting period, then the divorced woman has the 

right to inherit from him, as is the case in most Arab 

legislation. 

 In irrevocable divorce, the woman inherits her 

husband if he dies while she is in the waiting period, 

if he swears to leave intercourse with her, while he is 

sick, and the period of Ilaa has passed in sickness 

until she is divorced from him by leaving intercourse 

with; because Ilaa is like suspending divorce with the 

passage of time. This opinion is adopted in some 

Arab legislation. 

Keywords: Ilaa, Inheritance, Divorce, Separation, 

Waiting Period, Arab Legislation. 
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