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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this research were to identify the sources of agricultural information of Date
Palm farmers in Al-Madinah Al-Monwarah area, Saudi Arabia, to identify the personal socioeconomic
characteristics of the respondents, and determine the relationships between farmers socioeconomic
characteristics and their use of different sources of information. A questionnaire was used to collect the
data from a simple consisted random sample of (180) farmers. Percentages, arithmetic means, standard
deviation, and Pearson correlation coefficient were used to analyze the data, using SPSS program. The
results indicated that the farmers depended on the Ministry of Agriculture and its directorates and
branches, and other farmers as the two highest sources of agricultural information with a degree located
between moderate and limited dependence level, with an average mean of 2.63 and 2.61, respectively.
The results revealed that more than two-thirds (68.8%) of the respondents were in the age group of 50
years and above, low level of education, and an average family size of 6 members. The results showed
that farmers have long experience in agricultural work, and the majority of them (70.6%) have relatively
small farms area (less than 50 donum). Also, the study findings indicated that a significant correlation
relationship was found between some of the farmer’s characteristics and their dependence level of some
sources of agricultural information. The study recommended enhancing the role of the Ministry of
Agriculture and its directorates and branches as an important source of agricultural information,
identifying and training farmers who have relationship abilities as information sources, encouraging
farmers to use more sources of agricultural information such as agricultural colleges and scientific
research centers, provision of agricultural information by using modern methods such as e-extension,
and considering the diversity of farmers characteristics.
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