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Genetic Fingerprinting and Its Role as Legal Evidence: A
Comparative Analytical Study

By Lawrence Saeed Al-Hawamdeh,
Department of Public Law, Faculty of Law, Taibah
University, KSA
looooww@yahoo.com
Abstract
In our modern age, which has witnessed a revolution in the
field of technology, new types of crimes have emerged that
need scientific assistance to provide evidence. Therefore, it
has become necessary for governments and their criminal
investigation departments to keep pace with these
developments by training the cadres of the justice agencies to
have the ability to deal with the evidence obtained from
newly-created crimes. DNA examination is an example of
this type of evidence. According to the research findings, no
legal system in Arab countries, except Algeria, has special
regulations concerning genetic fingerprinting to deal with all
the issues related to DNA. Thus, there is no specialized
center for genetic testing affiliated with the Ministry of
Justice in the Arab countries except in Algeria. The study
recommends the amendment of the Jordanian Public Health
Law No. 47 of 2008 and the Saudi Laboratories System No.
M/3 dated 8/2/1432 AH and other Arab legislation systems in
order to grant the Food and Drug Authority in these
countries the authority to review samples after conducting
analyses just like what is done by the French legislator.
Key words: fingerprint — genetic — proving — criminal —
evidence — court - concerned — DNA.
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