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Communal Supererogatory Acts of Worship (Sunnah
Kifayah): Application and Tracing of Their Origins in Sharia
(A Fundamental Jurisprudence Study)

By Ibrahim bin Saleh bin Muhammad Al-Zahrani,
Department of Sharia, College of Sharia and Islamic
Studies, Umm Al-Qura University, Makkah Al-Mukarramabh,
KSA

iszahrani@uqu.edu.sa

Abstract

The ordinances of sharia fall into five types: obligatory
(wajib), recommended (mandoub), permissible (mubaah),
forbidden (muharram), and disliked (makrouh). This study
deals with the recommended (mandoub) issues and their
division into two: ‘Ayn (obligatory on each person) and
Kifayah (communal act, which if done by some, the others
will not be held responsible) similar to the division of the
obligatory (waajib) into ‘Ayn and Kifayah. The study deals
with Sunnah of Kifagyah from two perspectives: its origins in
the sharia and its application. First, it has been defined and
the difference between it and what resembles it has been

explained. The effect of this issue has been highlighted. As
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for the application, it includes sixteen issues mentioned by
the scholars in the Sunnah of Kifayah. This type of Sunnah
is found in all schools of jurisprudence, and it has an effect
on the revival of the religious rituals. Moreover, it spares
the Muslims the blame in case this Sunnah is not
performed.

Key words: Sunnah — communal act- study — fundamental

.— recommended — Application
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