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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to assess the competitive olive crop, through identification the economic and
social characteristics of the farmers, and the study of the enterprise budget for the olive crop in Karak
Governorate. Also to identify the strengths and weaknesses on one hand, and the opportunities and Threats
facing the olive sector on the other hand, a questionnaire used as a tool to collect the data through a personal
interview, then analyzed to extract the economic, social characteristics , and enterprise budget by using the
program (SPSS). In addition, a matrix of four variables (SWOT)was used to examine the strengths and
weaknesses in the olive sector, as well as to identify opportunities and threats facing this sector.

The results showed that 80% of olive farmers are working in olive cultivation as a part time, 85% of the
employment in this sector is a family labor, and about 63% of the farmers needs supplementary irrigation.

Study the enterprise budget of olive crop showed that the rate of olive oil production per dunam reached
47 kg , the average price was 3.5 JD / kg, and the average production of 1 kg of olive oil reached 3.48 dinars,
while the Break-even Yield 46.8 kg / dunam , the Gross margin 61.5 JD / dunam and Net profit 0.8 JD. The
results showed that the total costs amounted to 163.3 JD / dunam, 103 JD of which are variable costs,
accounted for supplementary irrigation water costs 58% of them.

The study used SWOT matrix also to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the olive sector in Jordan as
well as to identify the opportunities and threats facing the sector.

Therefore, the study suggests develop a strategic plan for the development of this sector, and activating
the role of agricultural extension and development of regulatory legislation to dis- allow the cultivation of
olives in dry areas and to develop water harvesting techniques.

Key words: competitive crop, economic and social characteristics, enterprise budget, olive.
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