Bull. Fac. Agric., Cairo Univ.,60 (2009):20-30.

INFLUENCE OF LATE FEEDING IN POST-HATCH CHICKS ON YOLK SAC ABSORPTION,
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT AND BROILER PERFORMANCE

(Received:21.8.2008)

By
M. Aboud and M. Alrayes

Department of Animal Production, Faculty of Agriculture, Damascus University, Syria

ABSTRACT
This study was carried out using (900) broiler chicks of the hybrid (Lohman). The chicks were
divided equally into three groups, each in 3 replicates. However, they were different due to the start of
feeding in post-hatch, where the feed was given in the control group after 6 hours of hatch , after 24
hours of hatch in the first experimental group and after 48 hours of hatch in the second one and the water
was free during post-hatch period for all groups.
The birds were fattened until 42 days, using three types of diets as follows:
-Starter: 1-14 days.
-Grower: 15-35 days.
-Finisher: 36-42 days.
The obtained results showed that:
1-The birds fed 6 hours after hatch showed an advantage in yolk sac absorption and digestive system
development.
2-The general performance of birds fed 24 or 48 hours after hatch decreased, where final live weight and
feed conversion values decreased and the accumulative mortality rate increased.
3-The birds fed 6 hours after hatch was the best in the slaughter characteristics, and the control birds
contained less abdominal fat compared to the first and second groups.
4- The best feed conversion value was in the control group especially at 42 day.
The early feed after hatch in the resulted best performance for broiler.

Key words: broiler performance, digestive system development, yolk sac absorption.
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