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Effectiveness of Training Program by Using Picture Exchange
Communication System for Developing Non-Verbal Communication
Skills of Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder
Abstract

Autism Spectrum Disorder is one of the main developmental
disorders that appear in early childhood and the most important
symptoms are the defect of verbal and non-verbal communication skills
. This study aims to investigate effectiveness of using Picture Exchange
Communication System for developing non-verbal Communication
Skills of children with autistic Spectrum disorder and the extent of
using (PECS) for developing non-verbal Communication and social
after two months ending program.

Sample of the study consisted of 12 children with autistic
Spectrum disorder (6 experimental group, 6 control), Ages (8-10) years,
Mild Autistic, 1.Q (40-55).

Tools of the study: Reinforcements Determination List — Non-verbal
Communication SKkills assessment Scale for children with Autistic
Spectrum Disorders (Prepared by the researcher) — Training Program
(Prepared by the researcher).

Results of the study: - There are statistical significant differences
between the mean of gain scores of the experimental and control groups
on non-verbal communication assessment scale dimensions and total
score in post measurement in favor of experimental group.

- There are statistical significant differences between the mean of gain
scores of pre and post measurement for the experimental group on non-
verbal communication scale assessment dimensions and total score in
favor of post measurement.

- There are no statistical significant differences between the mean of
gain scores of post and follow-up measurement for the experimental
group on non-verbal communication scale assessment dimensions and
total score.

Key words: Picture Exchange Communication System - non-verbal
communication Skills — Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder.
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