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Abstract

This research discusses one of the most important issues in the Arab
world before the First World War, which is the cultural conditions of the
Levantines, specifically those affected by the European intellectual
experience, and the survey of the intellectual product of the returnees from
Europe.

During the period Ottoman rule, a state of cultural stagnation
prevailed in the Levant, where education was limited to religious education
only, until the first cultural shock came, represented by the French campaign.
As well as, standing on the translated European magazines, which played a
major role in introducing intellectual, philosophical, literary and scientific
doctrines and other fields of Western culture.

The most important point in terms of importance is the research
survey of the role of European missions abroad, which beginning in the era
of Muhammad Ali Pasha through sending the young students to Europe to
learn there.

Many Levantine intellectuals were greatly influenced by the
tributaries of European thought. This study found many examples of these
thinkers, such as Ahmed Fares Al-Shidyaq. During the time he spent in
Europe and what he saw in European societies of progress in the scientific
aspect, which was the basis of the civilizational renaissance in Europe, had
an impact on his call and in his demand for his countrymen to visit this
country to benefit from its work and learn about traditions and customs other
than those they familiarized in their country. As well as Taher Al-Jazaery, his
loyal student, Rafik Al-Azm, who was fascinated by European thought and
specifically the French experience.In addition Sati’ al-Husari, who was one
of the fascinated by the by the European experience, especially its French
context, and advocates imitating European thought. Najib Azoury is also one
of the Levantine intellectuals who was fascinated by European thought. He
studied political science in France, where at that time the spread of European
ideas, and he explored the effects of these ideas and influences on the cultural
situation in the Levant.
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