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SUMMARY: The New Valley Governorate is considered one of the most
promising governorates that can play a significant role in the agricultural
development process in Egypt, due to its large areas of arable land, the water
needed for this expansion, huge human and livestock resources. The study
problem is to answer the following main question: To what extent can the New
Valley Governorate, with its economic and agricultural components and
resources, contribute to making a positive change in the agricultural
development process in Egypt? Therefore, the study aimed, in general, to
identify the most important components and pillars of agricultural development
in the New Valley Governorate, in order provide these components to decision
maker for guidance when drawing up policies and development plans aimed at
achieving sustainable agricultural development. To achieve the objectives of the
study, some common descriptive and quantitative statistical analysis methods
were used, depending on the published and unpublished secondary data from its
various sources, and on the primary data of a sample collected from palm
farmers in the New Valley Governorate during the agricultural season of 2020,
whose final size reached about 365 respondents .

The results of the study indicated that the New Valley Governorate enjoys
many economic resources which are represented by the large areas of
reclaimable lands estimated at 3.76 million feddans which are concentrated in
Paris, Farafra and Kharga. The abundant water resources estimated at 3150
million m3. The largest percentage is available in Owainat Then Dakhla and
Balat, followed by Farafra, and this water, which is sufficient for reclamation
and cultivation. As for the population structure, it is clear that the population is
concentrated in Dakhla and Kharga significantly. The unemployment rate in the
governorate has reached 4.3%.

Looking at the livestock wealth in the governorate, it is clear that the most
important of them are cows, about 55% of the total number of animals in the
governorate, then sheep, at a rate of 28%. As for plant production, it was for
fodder cultivation that the largest share of the cropped area was by 35.6% of the
total cropped area, which amounted to 801 thousand acres, followed by The
yield of wheat, then alfalfa, perennial and Hijazi, followed by maize and date
palm, with an importance of 25.2%, 6.6%, 5.2%, 4.2% and 3.24% of the total
cropped area respectively. By studying the geographical distribution of date
palm growing in Egypt, the results indicated a high importance of the New
Valle. G. It has the first rank in terms of the cultivated area with a relative
importance estimated at 19.5%, the second rank in terms of the number of
fruitful trees with a relative importance estimated at 10.9%, and the third rank
in terms of production with a relative importance estimated at 8.6% as an
average for the period (2017-2019).

Estimating time-trend equations for the most important production indicators of
date palms in the New Valley .G (cultivated area, number of fruitful trees,
production, acre productivity, tree productivity) during the study period (2000-
2020), the results indicated that the cultivated area, production and number of
fruitful trees tended to increase with statistically during the study period, while
the statistical significance of the rate of increase for both (acre productivity and
tree productivity) was not confirmed during the same period due to the
fluctuation around its general average.
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Estimating the indicators of economic and productive efficiency for date palms in
the New Valley Governorate at the level of the three categories in the studysample,
the findings showed that the third category (more than 3 acres) was more efficient
than the first and second categories according to all indicators included in the
study. Production functions for date palms in the New Valley .G at the level of the
three categories in the study sample also indicated that producing the date palm
in the New Valley .G is carried out with acceptable productive and economic
efficiency.

According to the opinions of the respondents of the study sample, date palm
growing and the agricultural activity in general in the New Valley .G suffer from
several obstacles in terms of production, marketing and land reclamation. In light
of the previous findings, the study recommends the following: Implementing a
specific strategy to exploit the available agricultural and economic resources in
the New Valley .G in order to achieve agricultural development in Egypt,
Expanding in date palms growing in the New Valley .G, optimally utilizing of
water resources. Providing all of the agricultural production requirements at
subsidized prices, finding solutions for all production, marketing and land

reclamation problems that farmers suffer from in the New Valley Governorate.
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