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'The Contribution of the Context in Approving the
Linguistic Differences Between Synonyms: A
descriptive Analytical Study
Ahmed Ibrahim Abdel Aziz Nada
Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Al-Azhar University in Menoufia
E-mail:ahmednada.lan@azhar.edu.eg
Rabea Mohamed Mohamed Hefny
Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Islamic
Sciences, Karabuk University
E-mail rabiemohamedmohahefny@karabuk.edu.tr

Abstract

Ancient Arab scholars were aware of the
necessity of defining the linguistic differences
among synonyms, and their academic study has
resulted in some standards that highlight those
differences, including the most important ones that
have established the standard of context. Western
and Arab linguists are greatly interested in the context;
theory and practice. So, what is meant by contextual
standard? And to what extent is it accurate in
identifying the significant semantic features? What are
the obstacles that prevent the efficiency of contextual
standards in analyzing Arabic texts?

The research has addressed this issue through the
analytical descriptive approach. Therefore, it
established the concept of linguistic differences at first,
observed contextual standards in our Arab heritage,
and then addressed what has been achieved in the
modern language researches, which set the context
standard in precise charts to highlight linguistic
differences among synonyms. One the most prominent
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findings of the research is the strong presence of

contextual standards in our Arab heritage in practice,
unlike the theoretical aspect. The research proved the
importance of contextual standards in addressing the
semantic features that distinguish between synonyms,
revealing the strengths and weaknesses of the outlines
of contextual standards, as well as the problems that
prevent these standards from being applied, such as:
the absence of contextual circumstances surrounding
many words, semantic change and false collocations,
metaphor and embedding that prevent the regularity
and persistence of certain linguistic differences. The
research has resulted in practical recommendations for
the optimal use of contextual standards.

Keywords: context _ linguistic differences
synonymy _ semantic features _ semantic relationships
_linguistics
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