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Abstract:

With the great military strategic importance of the Japanese islands - Okinawa - to the
American administration, it was not ready to give up control over them, and refused to get
out of the islands, and even the United States of America imposed strategic guardianship on
the islands in 1948 AD, and the Americans continued to rule them as a major military base
after Japan's defeat in World War Il (1939 - 1945 AD), and this did not concern the Japanese
much at the time; Because they were preoccupied with restoring their economic structure
after the war. As for the people of Okinawa themselves, they were vacillating in their
position; But the American rule made them the most adherent of the Japanese nationalism,
and then they demanded to return to join their country. However, the strategic and military
importance of the Okinawa group of islands for the United States of America.

It made Okinawa a special position in the American strategy, and Japan kept
quarreling to stay in it and not leave it. Rather, it was described in most American documents
as an insoluble crisis, and it became the most severe crisis in American-Japanese relations,
especially in the early seventies, and the more the Japanese economy became stronger, and
became The Japanese are more self-confident, have become less tolerant of their
subordination to American policy, and more critical of their dignity than the presence of
American forces on their lands. Hence, the crisis of the return of Okinawa continued to arise
from time to time to have an impact on American-Japanese relations; And the political crisis
between the two countries developed over the return of the islands to Japan, until the
conclusion of the agreement known as the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation & Security between
the two countries in 1960, which confirmed and consolidated the existing situation between
the two countries regarding Okinawa. Then the Japanese fears increased with the war in
Vietnam in 1965 AD.

Many Japanese did not like what was happening in Vietnam, and then demonstrations
took place throughout Japan against the US military presence in Okinawa; At that time, the
crisis of annexation of Okinawa arose sharply, despite the return of the Bonin Islands to
Japan at the time; This did not ease the severity of the crisis resulting from the demand for
the return of Okinawa, and the Japanese felt that the rule of the nearly one million Japanese
inhabiting these islands by the Americans made them the only colony in the world after
World War Il, and it became necessary and important to solve this crisis, The Japanese
considered that in 1970 AD - when the end of the security treaty concluded for ten years
since 1960 AD - comes a circumstance that carries with it a major crisis in the Japanese-
American relations.

so it was imperative to avoid the aggravation of this crisis; Where the demand for the
termination of the Security Treaty, the end of the US military presence in Japan, and the
return of the Okinawa Islands group to Japan The difficulty of returning Okinawa to Japan
comes from the fact that the American bases established in Okinawa are among the most
important American bases in the entire East Asian region at a time when the Vietnam War
was in full swing, and Japanese sentiments were that the renewal of the 1960 Security Treaty
would keep these bases also when they return Okinawa to the motherland, which created this
political crisis both internally and externally - the subject of this research paper - which was
exacerbated by the mismanagement of the American islands, and the United States storing
nuclear weapons on the island, in violation of Japan's nuclear policy, and although Okinawa
gained its independence , and returned to Japan in 1972, the United States maintains its
military forces on the island still to this day.
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- Foreign Relations of the United States: Diplomatic Papers, 1945,
Europe, Volume IV; Document no 950, Memorandum of Conversation,
by the Acting Secretary of State, Washington,18 July, 1945, p1011. And
see also; Foreign Relations of the United States: Diplomatic Papers,
1945, The British Commonwealth, The Far East, Volume VI, Document
660, The Under Secretary of State ( Grew ) to the Secretary of State,
Washington,] August 7, 1945, pp 905- 906. And also; Foreign Relations
of the United States: Diplomatic Papers, 1945, The British
Commonwealth, The Far East, Volume VI, Document no 405, Telegram

from, The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in the United Kingdom
(Winant ), Washington, 10 August, 1945, p 1474.
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() Foreign Relations of the United States, 1949, The Far East and

Australasia, Volume VII, Part 2, Executive Secretariat Files, document
No 13, Report by the National Security Council on Recommendations
With Respect to United States Policy Toward Japan, The Peace Treaty,

Washington, May 6, 1949, pp 731- 732.

®) Foreign Relations of the United States: Diplomatic Papers, Conferences

at Malta and Yalta, 1945, Document 266, Memorandum by the United
States Chiefs of Staff, Operations for the Defeat of Japan, Washington,
22 January 1945, p369. And see also;
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® Foreign Relations of the United States: Diplomatic Papers, Conferences
at Malta and Yalta, 1945, Document 266, Op.cit, p369.and see also;
SSgt Rudy R. Frame« Jr.; Okinawa: The Final Great Battle of World
War Il An American triumph through bloodshed, Gazette journal,
Volume 96, Issue 11, November 2012, p213.
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@9 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1946, The Far East: China,
Volume X, Document 25, Telegram Colonel J. Hart Caughey to General
Marshall, at Kuling, August 18, 1946. P 55. And see also; Hanson W.
Baldwin., "Battles Lost and Won", Harper and Row Publishers, New
york, Evanston & London, 1966.
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Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964-1968, VVolume XXIX, Part
2, Japan, Document No57. Letter From the Under Secretary of State
(Ball) to Secretary of Defense McNamara, Washington, July 31, 1965,
pl13.and see also,
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(19 Foreign Relations of the United States, Milestones in the History of

U.S. Foreign Relations, Occupation and Reconstruction of Japan, 1945—
52, Washington, 1952. And see also;

VAN VAT e (a 0)S3 Baw page 100 (G50
% Foreign Relations of the United States, Milestones in the History of
U.S. Foreign Relations, Occupation and Reconstruction of Japan, 1945—
52, Washington, 1952.

@7 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Japan, Volume
XXIII, Part 1, Document 88, Telegram From the Embassy in Japan to
the Department of State, Tokyo, 14 August, 1956, pp 201-202.

@8 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1958-1960, Japan; Korea,
Volume XVIII, document no Memorandum From the Joint Chiefs of
Staff to Secretary of Defense McEIlroy, Strategic Importance of
Okinawa, Washington, May 1, 1958, p 30
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@9 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1949, The Far East and
Australasia, Volume VII, Part 2, document no 12, Memorandum of
Conversation, by the Chief of the Division of Northeast Asian Affairs
(Bishop), Washington, February 16, 1949, p 656.

@9 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1949, The Far East and
Australasia, Volume VII, Part 2m, Executive Secretariat Files, Note by
the Executive Secretary (Souers) to the National Security Council,
Strategic Evaluation of United States Security Needs in Japan,
Washington, 9 June 1949, p 775.

@Y Foreign Relations of the United States, 1964-1968, VVolume XXIX, Part
2, Japan, Document 36, Telegram From Secretary of State Rusk to the
Department of State New York, December 5, 1964, p 54.

22 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1958 -1960, Volume XXIX,
Part 2, Japan, Document 12, Memorandum From the Joint Chiefs of
Staff to Secretary of Defense McEIroy, subject, Strategic Importance of
Okinawa, Washington, May 1, 1958, p 30

@3 |bid, p30.

@9 bid, 31.

@ 1bid, 31.
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@) Foreign Relations of the United States, 1948, The Far East and
Australasia, Volume VI, Document 523, Memorandum by Mr. William
I. Cargo, of the Division of Dependent Area Affairs, to the Chief of the
Division (Gerig) Washington, April 5, 1948, p 722

©® 1bid, p 723

@9 bid, p 723
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G0 pid, p 724
®Y |bid, p 724

G2 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1949, The Far East and
Australasia, Volume VII, Part 2m, Executive Secretariat Files, report
Note by the Executive Secretary (Souers) to the National Security
Council, Strategic Evaluation of United States Security Needs in Japan,
Washington, 9 June 1949, p 776

®3 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1949, The Far East and
Australasia, Volume VII, Part 2m, Executive Secretariat Files, Note by
the Executive Secretary (Souers) to the National Security Council,
Strategic Evaluation of Untited States Security Needs in Japan, Op.cit, p
776

G 1bid; p 777

®5 Ibid, p 778

®% Foreign Relations of the United States, 1949, The Far East and
Australasia, Volume VII, Part 2,The Secretary of Defense (Johnson) to
the Secretary of State,Washington, 23 Dec 1949.
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®® Foreign Relations of the United States, 1951, Asia and the Pacific,
Volume VI, Part 1, Document 674, The Prime Minister of Japan

(‘Yoshida) to the Consultant to the Secretary (Dulles), Tokyo, August 6,
1951, p 1242

®9 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1951, Asia and the Pacific,
Volume VI, Part 1, docment no 495, Editorial Note, Washington,
February 3, 1951, p810.
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“9 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1951, Asia and the Pacific,
Volume VI, Part 1, Document 668, Telegram, The Secretary of State to
the United States Political Adviser to SCAP (Sebald), Washington,
August 2, 1951.
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- Foreign Relations of the United States, 1951, Asia and the Pacific,
Volume VI, Part 1, Document 735, Editorial Note

“2 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1951, Asia and the Pacific,
Volume VI, Part 1, Document No 735, Editorial Note,
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- Foreign Relations of the United States, 1951, Asia and the Pacific,
Volume VI, Part 1, Document 675, Memorandum by the Secretary of
State to the President, Japanese Treaty, Washington, August 7, 1951, p
pl244 - 1246.and also; Foreign Relations of the United States, 1951,
Asia and the Pacific, Volume VI, Part 1, Document 666, United States-
Japanese Draft of a Bilateral Security Treaty, Washington, July 31,
1951, p135.
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@9 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1952-1954, China and Japan,
Volume XIV, Part 2, Document No. 557, Memorandum by the
Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense (Lovett) to the
President, Subject: Future Relationships Between the Chiefs of the
United States Diplomatic Mission in Japan and the Commander-in-
Chief, Far East, Washington, April 22, 1952, Pp 1244- 1246.
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“®) Foreign Relations of the United States, 1952—1954, China and Japan,
Volume X1V, Part 2, No. 508, Memorandum by the Joint Chiefs of Staff
to the Secretary of Defense (Lovett), Subject: Proposed Changes to the

Draft Administrative Agreement Between the United States and Japan,
Washington, 11 February 1952, Pp 1157- 1158.
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®% Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Japan, Volume

XXIII, Part 1, Do No 79, Letter From the Secretary of State to the
Secretary of Defense, Washington, June 22, 1956, p180
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©8) Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Japan, Volume
XXIII, Part 1, Do No 79, Letter From the Secretary of State to the
Secretary of Defense, Op.Cit, p180.
©% Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Japan, Volume
XXIII, Part 1

Dc No 80. Memorandum From the Assistant Secretary of State for Far
Eastern Affairs (Robertson) to the Secretary of State, about, The
Okinawan Land Problem and Tenure of American Bases in Japan,
Washington, June 25, 1956. P182.
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- Foreign Relations, 1964-1968, Volume XXIX, Memorandum of
Conversation, Do No 14, subject: U.S. Policy toward the Ryukyu
Islands, Washington, June 4, 1964. P 14.
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©3) Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Japan, Volume
XXII, Part 1, Document 249, Letter From the Assistant Secretary of
State for Far Eastern Affairs (Robertson) to the Assistant Secretary of
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