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Abstract
Ahmed bin Ali Al-Magrizi:a historian of the Crusading Movement

By
Hayel Mudfi Al-Bree

This study aimed to investigate the role of Al-Magrizi in writing down the history
of the Crusades, and to explain his approach and his vision about it. Al-Magrizi
was one of the Arabs historians who explored the events of the Crusaders movement
in his book entitled " Al-Suluk Li-Ma‘rifat Dual Al-Muluk". He also addressed the
same topic in his other books, such as “Al-Mawa‘izwa-al-I‘tibar bi-Dhikr al-
Khitatwa-al-athar”, and “Itti‘az al-Hunafa’ bi-Akhbar al-A’immahal-Fatimiyin al-
Khulafa’ ”, and others.

The study concluded that Ahmed bin Ali Al-Magrizi had an accurate scientific
method in addressing the history of the Crusaders Movement in the Eastern
Islamic area. These events were tackled in a manner that reflectedhis advanced
thought and wide knowledge. The study showed that Al-Magrizi relied heavilyon
the works of other Arab authors who lived in the period of the Crusaders Movement
or wrote about it such as ; Ibn al-Qalansi, Ibn al-Atheer, al-Asfahani, IbnShaddad,
IbnWasil, Muhyi al-Din IbnAbd al-Zahir, Ibn al-Furat, and others. The study
showed that despite the fact that Al-Magrizibenefited from some undeclared
documents, he did not adopt Latin and Greek books due to his lack of knowledge of
these languages. By addressing and narrating those events, he focused on political
and economic issues , and he took care of natural phenomena and disasters.Finally,
the study emphasized that Divine will and the role of man in making events
appeared obviously in his writings .

Key Words; Al-Magrizi, Crusaders Movement, Method, book Al-Suluk.
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