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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: The b3 is an aspect of a human that the ancient Egyptian
Ba; Osiris; Re: thought that it would live after the death of the body. It is
Netherworld: bnw depicted as a human-headed bird flying away from the tomb
bird. to join the &z in the Nether world. Unlike the concept of the

soul in other thoughts, the b3 is not only a part of the human,
but it is the human itself. At the beginning, the word b3 was
written with the symbol of the bnw bird. Then it was
changed to a human-headed falcon. Humans had one bA
while gods have many. The b3 usually appeared in the texts

(JAAUTH) that were related to life after death. The Pyramid Texts were
Vol. 22, No. 3, theearliestsource that mentioned the bz concept. There was
(June 2022), no depiction of the b3 before the New kingdom, however,
PP. -. some funerary statues date back to the Old kingdom had

depiction of b3 in totally human form. The first depiction of
the b3 in the Book of the Dead, was a human-headed bird
with other human features referring to both its human
nature and its ability to move from a place to another. The
b3 of Osiris was depicted many times in temples, tombs and
on other monuments. The research aims to study the various
representations of the b3 of Osiris and to spot light on its
functions.

Introduction

The b3 in ancient Egypt like the concept of k3! and 342 has no accurate synonymous in
any language. As the word b3 has no translation, but its concept could be illustrated in
many ways. When it was associated with a deity, it was explained as the manifestation
of power of that deity.

In linking with the common humans, the b3 concept submitted more development. That
was attested in the 1 Intermediate period, the Middle Kingdom and Late period. In this
development, the b3 was considered the personification of the vital forces, both
physical and psychological, of the dead. It was thought to be one of the forms of
existence of the deceased, in which he could persist to life after his death. The b3 of the
common human came at death is physical in nature. The b3’ s freedom in the
Netherworld was related to the integrity of the burial ritual and performing all the vital
functions such as eating and drinking®.

The deity in ancient Egypt was manifested in another deity. For example, Re was the
b3 of the Lord of Heaven®. Osiris was the b3 of the Lord of Carvens “Anubis” and the
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b3 of Re, his own body®. Amun was the b3 of Shu® and Shu was the b3 of Amun. Osiris
also was the majestic b3 of the gods of Herakleopolis and at the same time the living
b3 of the Great Ennead’.

The b3 of Osiris and the sacred animals

In ancient Egypt, the deity was also manifested in the sacred animals. The b3 of Osiris
was the ram of Mendes®and the km-3.z-f serpent®. All of Sokar, Mendes ram, Apis bull
in different aspects represent the b3 of Osiris'®. The phoneix of the bnw bird was also
considered the b3 of Osiris'. The bnw was as the b3 and also as the phoenix of god
Osiris’ form*?. It was called the united b3 and the living phoenix*2,

The functions of the bz of Osiris

The deities in the temples lived in their statues. Their b3 were responsible for the
animation of these statues. This was a daily ritual when the deities incarnated in their
statues®. The b3 of god Osiris had many other functions concering with the protection
of the deities:

- Protecting the standing ram (b3-h¢) at Dendera temple®®.
- Protecting the four b3 of Amun at Karnak temple?®,

- Protecting god Khnum at Esna temple®’.

- Protecting god szh'® at Edfu temple?®.

The Ligu res of bz-n-Wsir?°
T AT Solllgant wA BAA

Doc.1. The bz of Osiris as a bnw bird

This scene (Fig.1) is represented in the tomb of Osiris at Hu?!. It depicts the bnw bird
perched on a willow tree covered with leaves. This tree was called zr.r%2 29 in
ancient Egypt. It was represented in the tomb of Api. Behind the bnw’s head, is an
inscription reads bnw-n-Wsir®,

Doc.2. the b3 of Osiris from the fourth shrine of Tutankhamun

This scene (Fig.2) represents the bz of Osiria along with the b3 of Re standing on a
pedestal and facing each other. There are two dd pillars - the symbol of god Osiris —on
each side of the two b3. This signify the place where the two deities meet at Mendes®*

the ancient Egyptian city B2 25 44 1 as mentioned in the Coffin Texts. The b3 of
Osiris, on the right, is depicted as a bird with a human-head wearing the White Crown,
the nemes and the curved beard. On the left stands the b3 of Re as a falcon wearing the
sun disk upon his nemes?. The same scene is depicted in the Book of the Dead, on the
papyrus of 3nj (Fig.3)?".

gl
Doc.3. the b3 of Osiris from the funerary stela of = ®="2\ 28pr.dj f nht

This limestone stela (Fig.4) dating to the Late Period, was found at Akhmim. It
measures 75.5 cm high. It is divided into four registers. The first register show a large

figure of the winged solar-disk D= hr-bhdtj. There are two snakes hanging from
the solar disk, representing the two goddesses nhb.t wearing the White Crown and
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wsd.t wearing the Red Crown. The main subject of the stela is the cycle of the solar-
disk which related to life, death and the rebirth of Ar-di.f nht. The second register has
a depiction of the rising of the solar disk on the left side and on the right side, the solar
bark, with har-di.f nht adoring R-hr-3hty and other sun gods on it, heading to the west.
The third register shows the rising and the sunset of the solar disk at the same time
starting a new cycle. There is a b3 on each side of the solar disk. The bz-n-sw to the left
and the b3-n-Wsir to the right. Both of them appeared as a bird -with human face-
standing on a shrine with an ointment cone upon their heads, holding the nkh3h3*° scepter
of Osiris and adoring a deity who has an ostrich feather upon his head and whose torso
protruding from the earth and lifting the solar disk with his hands. There are four
Baboons, two on each side behind the two b3, also adoring this god. The fourth register
has an a six lines inscription of a standard offering list®.

Doc.4. the b3 of Osiris on the lower part, interior of a sarcophagus

This scene (Fig.5) occupied the lower part of the interior of a sarcophagus. It depicts
the b3 of god Osiris as a bird with human face and has an ointment cone upon its head.
The b3 is perching above the mummy of Osiris that is lying on a lion-shaped bed. It
holds the sn symbol of protection with its talons. Goddesses Nephthys and Isis are
represented on each side of the bed. They both are sitting on backless chairs on one
knee and raising the other. There is an inscription beside his head reads b3z-Wsir2.

Doc.5. the b3 of Osiris from Esna temple, between columns C

This distinctive scene (Fig.6) shows emperor Domitian kneeling and burning incense
before four b3 of deities from right to left: sw, R, Gb and Wsir. They are all depicted
as standing rams. The b3 of Osiris is the fourth one to the left. It appeared as a ram with
a large cobra, emerging between its coiled horns.

The text of the b3 of Osiris reads:

i L I

b3-n-Wsir nb t3-sn.t
The ba of Osiris, Lord of Esna.

Doc.6. the b3 of Osiris from Phila temple, terrace of the Naos, vestibule of the
chamber of Osiris, east wall

This scene (Fig.7) depicts the b3 of Osiris standing again on the sacred grove. The Nile-
god Hapi stands as a human with pendulous breasts and a large stomach. He puts his
right arm on his right breast while water is pouring on the grove from his left breast.
He is also pouring water from a jug in his right hand. The b3 is depicted as a bird with
human-head wearing a cap adorned with the uraeus. The ceremonial beard is attached
to his chin.

The text of Osiris reads3#

*

[N deq &

dd mdw in Wsir dws 3 nb

Recitation by Osiris, Great god, praising the Great Lord.
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Doc.7. the b3 of Osiris from Phila temple, gate of Hadrian and Marcus Aurelius,
inner doorway, 2" register

This scene (Fig.8) represents the bz of Osiris standing in the sacred grove. He stands
above the crowns of 17 trees depicted schematically on the pond. He is receiving
libations and being praised by deities. They are from left to right: Isis, Nephthys, Horus
and Amun. God Thoth stands at the end after the deities writing. Another figure of Isis
appeared as a cow-headed goddess behind the b3 of Osiris, pouring water on the grove.
There is also a small kneeling figure of a Nile-god behind Isis. The b3 is drawn in an
oversized scale. It is depicted as a bird with human-head wearing a wig with short curls,
around which a ribbon is tied. The uraues adorned its forehead and a ceremonial beard
attached to its chin. The feathers of the b3 bird are carefully drawn but in a peculiar
manner, which is characteristic of the Late period*®.

The text beside the b3’s head reads:
MRT{eT 2422

dd mdw in Sps b3-n-Wsir hnty-imntt

Recitation by venerable ba of Osiris, who presides in the West.

Doc.8. a procession of the bz of Osiris from Dendera temple, Osiride chapels, east
chapel no.1, frieze

This scene on the frieze surrounding the walls of this chapel (Fig.9a,b,c) represents
many figures of the b3 of Osiris. They all are depicted as human-headed birds. They
all adoring the solar disk in its cycle of rising and setting. The only difference in the
reprresentations of the b3, is the headdress. Some of them wear the nemes headdress
with a ribbon around it, while the others wear a short cap with the same ribbon. They
all have the ceremonial beard attached to their chins. All of them wear the symbol of
the mg®®offering®” upon their headdresses and hold the nkshs scepter. All of them stand
on pedestals with different inscriptions such as the b symbols, birds on the nb signs
and Lotus flowers3®.

The texts of the bz of Osiris read®
WHl—2+ T ficelie
b3 Sps n Wsir, hnty-imntt, nb ddw hks 3bdw

Venerable ba of Osiris, who presides in the West, Lord of Busiris, Ruler of Abydos.

S B--FZ41181F

b3 Sps n Wsir, hnty-imntt,ntr <3 hry-ib iwn.t

Venerable ba of Osiris, who presides in the West, Great god who presides on Dendera.
These texts are repeated along the frieze of this chapel.

Doc.9. the b3 of Osiris from Dendera temple, Osiride chapels, east chapel no.2,
east side, north-east wall

This scene on the frieze of this chapel (Fig.10) represents goddess Isis pouring water
before the b3 of Osiris. He is depicted as a bird with human-head wearing a solar-disk
adorned with an uraeus upon his nemes. He has a ceremonial beard attached to his chin.
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He is raising his hands to receive the water from Isis. Each of them stand on a high
pedestal®,

The text of the b2 of Osiris reads*!

A ey, DM DK

[b3] Sps n Wsir //// msw.tw, rnp.tw//// b3w ntrw hr hwt.f

Venerable ba of Osiris /// renewed, become young again /// who protects the souls of
gods.

Doc.10. the bz of Osiris from Dendera temple, Osiride chapels, east chapel no.2,
west side, north-west wall

This scene (Fig.11) is almost the same of the previous one. It represents goddess Isis
offering water and bread before the b3z of Osiris. He is depicted again as a bird with
human-head wearing the solar-disk adorned with an uraeus upon his nemes. The
ceremonial beard is attached to his chin. He is raising his hands to receive the water
and the bread. The b5 and Isis stand on a pedestal*?.

The text of the b3 of Osiris reads

x‘i*ﬁx_:;ﬂar_l_f_” el @

bz Sps Wsir hnty-imntt ntr 3 hrj-ib iwn.t
Venerable ba of Osiris, who presides in the West, Great god who presides on Dendera.

Doc.11. the b3 of Osiris from Dendera temple, Osiride chapels, east chapel, no.3,
west wall, 1%t register

This scene (Fig.12) depicts the b3 of Osiris among many other deities on three pedestals
behind god Ptah who is sitting on the throne. b3 of Osiris is represented as a ram
standing on high pedestal. He wears the Two-Feathers crown adorned with two uraeui
wearing solar disks on both sides.

The text of the bz of Osiris reads*
b3 h¢ bz-n-Wsir
The standing ram, ba of Osiris.

Doc.12. the united b3 of Osiris and Re from the tomb of Nefertari, Valley of
Queens

There was a belief in ancient Egypt that the person after death transformed to Osiris.
Another belief that the deceased accompained Re in his journey in heaven. The issue
was that how the deceased could become Osiris and join him in the Underworld and
become Re and join him to heaven. The Book of the Underworld succeeded to solve
this question by considering that Osiris was the body which went down to the
Underworld, and Re was the b3 which left the body at death and rised to heaven.
Therefore, when life is renewed through the unity of the body and the spirit, it renewed
through the unity of Osiris and Re*. In the Book of the Dead, was the first
representation of the two deities Osiris and Re in one body and talking with the same
mouth. This figure was called the united b3 ‘dbs dmd’. It depicted the union of the bz
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of both Osiris and Re who met in Mendes. Their new form represented a ram-headed
mummy known as the Ram of Mendes*. When the two b3 of Re and Osiris met in
Mendes, they became the One who has two b3 (bswyfy)*®. The Coffin Texts mentioned
that union reads: Wsir pw m k.f r ddt gm.n.f bsim n R “h n hpt.n ky ky h.n hpr m
bz.wy m ddt which means “Osiris, when he entered Mendes, where he found the Ba of
Re.

Then the one embraced the other. Then (they) became the one with two Bas in
Mendes”*’. Egyptologists believed that Osiris was df which meant to be the place where
god Re was born*,

The united b3 was called ddr which could mean to show the eternity of this
combination. It was depicted in many of the private and royal tombs of the new
kingdom, in the texts of the Litany of Re, in the Book of the Dead and in the papyri of
the 21% dynasty“®.

This scene from the tomb of queen Nefertari (Fig.13) was one of the most important
scenes of the united bs3. It represents it as if it is rising between the hands of the two
goddesses Isis and Nephthys. They both symbolized the two mountains of the Horizon.
The relationship of the two goddesses with the united solar-Osirian god was
documented in the new kingdom’s books of the Netherworld, where Isis and Nephthys
were depicted as the arms of the solar god and were connected to his legs. This related
to their role as the goddesses who protected the solar god; the arms punish his enemies,
and the legs support him and connect him to earth®. The united b3 was depicted as a
ram-headed mummy with a large solar disk between its horns. He wears the nemes
headdress, a broad collar and a long band tied at the front. He stands on a pedestal.

The texts on each side of the b2 reads:

E‘E f?:&.j @Sﬁ'

Wsir hip m R means “Osiris who rests in Re”.

3!@@ CBS ﬁ_&ﬁ

R pw htp m Wsir “He is Re who rests in Osiris”.

Doc.13. the united bz of Osiris and Re from a papyrus of the 215t dynasty

This distinctive scene (Fig.14) represents the united b3 of Osiris and Re on a papyrus
dating back to the 21% dynasty. The united b3 appeared as a ram-headed mummy -with
an uraues between it’s horns- standing between goddesses Isis to the left and Nephthys
to the right. The b3 wears a curved beard attached to its faceand a dangling strap around
his shoulders. Both deities and the b3 are standing on a bark surmounted by two arms
emerged from the sun disk. There are many stars occupied the space around the bark.
Isis and Nephthys supported the mummy with their hands. There is the “nk symbol
hanging around Nephthy’s arm and the dd- which is god Osiris’s symbol- around Isis’s

arm. Beside the mummy’s face to the right, an inscription reads 1875 ntr 3. To the
g
left, is an inscription reads &= nb pt.
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Conclusion

- The b3 of god Osiris is depicted in the tomb of Osiris (doc.1), on the fourth shrine
of king Tut-ankh-Amun (doc.2), on the papyrus of Ani (doc.2), on a funerary stela
of hr-di.f nht (doc.3), on a sarcophagus (doc.4), at Esna temple (doc.5), at Phila
temple (doc.6,7), at Dendera (doc.8, 9,10,11), at the tomb of queen Nefertari at the
Valley of Queens (doc.12), on the papyrus dating to the 21% dynasty (doc.13).

- The b3 of Osiris appeared in many forms such as: a bnw bird stands on the Willow
tree (doc.1), a human-headed bird wearing the White Crown upon the nemes
headdress (doc.2), a human-headed bird wearing an ointment cone upon his head
(doc.3, 4), a standing ram with a large cobra upon his head (doc.5), a ram wearing
the Two-Feather Crown (doc.11), a human-headed bird standing on the sacred grove
(doc.6, 7), a human-headed bird wearing the symbol of md offering upon the nemes
(doc.8), a human-headed bird wearin the solar-disk adorned with the uraeus upon
his head (doc.9, 10), and finally as a ram-headed mummy (doc. 12, 13).

- The b3 of Osiris appeared along with the b3 of other deities such as: the b3 of Re,
the b3 of Shu, and Geb. He also appeared with Isis, Nephthys, Horus, Amun the god
Hapi and Ptah.

- The b3 of Osiris is depicted while receiving offerings from other kings and deities.
He received the offering of burning incense from emperor Domitian (doc.5), the
offering of pouring water (doc.9, 10).

- The fuction of the b3 of Osiris was the protection of the b3 of other deities such as:
the standing ram (b3-h¢) at Dendera, the four b3 of Amun at Karnak. He also
protected the deities themselves such as: god Khnum at Esna and s34 at Edfu.

- The b3 of Osiris held many titles as the following: nb t3-sn.t, nb ddt, hnty-imntt,
bsw ntrw hr hwt.f, nb ddw, hk3 3bdw, ntr 3, hrj-ib iwn.t, wan-nfrw-m3<-hrw.

- Many sacred animals were associated with the b3 of Osiris as Mendes Ram, Apis
bull and km-3.¢-f serpent. The b3 of Osiris was manifested in them.

- Both b3 of Osiris and Re united together and thus created a united b3 called ‘dbs
dmd’. it was depicted as ram-headed mummy refering to the ram of Mendes where
the two gods met.

Ludwig Keimer, “L’Arbre 7.t —-! Est-il Réellement le Saule Egyptien” in BIFAQ
31(1931), p.191.
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Fig.2. The two b3 of Osiris and Re from the 4" shrine of Tut-ankh-Amun
Piankoff. A, The Shrines of Tut-Ankh-Amon, New York (1955), p.55, fig.16.

Fig.3. The two b3 of Osiris and Re from the papyrus of Ani
Budge. E, The Book of the Dead, The Papyrus of Ani, volume 3, London (1913), sheet

I s < A
Fig.4. The b3 of Osiris on a stela of hr-di.f nht
Lutz. H, Egyptian Tomb Steles and Offering Stones of the Museum of Anthropology
and Ethnology of the University of California, Leipzig (1927), pl.44.
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Fig.5. the b3 of Osiris on the lower part, interior of a sarcophagus
Steward. H, Mummy-Cases and Inscribed Funerary Cones in the Petrie Collection,
Warminster (1986), Tafel.15.

Fig.6. The b3 of Osiris as a ram from Esna Temple
Sauneron. S, Le Temple d’Esna 11, Le Caire (1936), re-edition (2012), p.252.

Fig.7. The b3 of Osiris being watered by a Nile-god
Beénédite. G, Le Temple de Philae 1, Paris (1893), pl. XXXVI.
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Fig.8a Cow w-headed Isis before the b3 of Osiris
Champollion. J, Monumentes de [’Egypte et de La Nubie |, Geneve, pl.XCIII

_ Fig.8b. The deltlles adore the b; of Osms
Junker. H, Das Gotterdekret tiber das Abaton, Wien (1913), p.58
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F|g .9c. The bs of Osms on the frieze of the east Osiride chapel no. 1 north wall, at

Dendera temple
Cauville. S, Dendera ‘Les Chapelles Osirienne X/2, Le Caire (1997), pls.3-6
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Fig.10. Goddess Isis offerlng water before the b3 of Osiris
Marriete. A, Dendérah IV planche, Paris (1873), pl.40;
Cauville. S, Dendera ‘Les Chapelles Osirienne 'X/2, Le Caire (1997), pl.49.

Fig.11. Goddess Isis offering water and bread before the b3 of Osiris
Cauville. S, Dendera ‘Les Chapelles Osirienne X/2, Le Caire (1997), pl.52.
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Fig.12. the b3 of Osiris as a ram
Cauville. S, Dendera ‘Les Chapelles Osirienne X/2, Le Caire (1997), pl.100.
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Fig.13. The united b3 of Osiris and Re in the tomb of Nefertari
Suzanne. L. Onstine, “The Relation between Osiris and Re in The Book of Caverns”
in SSEA 25 (1998), p.69.

]

Fig.14. The united b3 of Osiris and Re on a papyrus from the 21% dynasty

L. The ks was described in hieroglyphic as two upraised arms LI 1t was considered as
the symbol of protection or embracing the person by his k3. There were numerous
representations of the king accompained by his k3, either as the hieroglyphic symbol
or as a man with the k3 symbol upon his head; Andrey O.Bolshakov, “Ka” in The
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