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Abstract

Since its official inception in 2006, the BRICS grouping, which
includes Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, seeks to
achieve the interests of its member states, increase the represen-
tation of developing countries and emerging economies in inter-
national economic and financial institutions, and defend their in-
terests.

The BRICS countries have made great strides towards en-

hancing economic and development cooperation, yet the bloc has
not succeeded, so far, in formulating and implementing its own
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agenda to address security issues of common interest, despite the
clear indications of its countries' desire to enhance cooperation in
this field. At the same time, the assembly did not achieve much
success in settling disputes between some of its member states,
specifically between China and India, as their bilateral relation-
ship deteriorated, reaching the point of armed confrontation.

These failures can be partially explained by the existence of a
clear imbalance of power between the member states in favor of
China, which creates a kind of sensitivity and hesitation towards
the various initiatives put forward by Beijing, and raises fears
among the rest of the member states of the possibility of China
employing the grouping to serve its interests. In addition to the
existence of fundamental discrepancies between the members of
the grouping, whether with regard to the map of foreign relations
or the kind of political systems.
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