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King Abdul-Aziz Transport Project in Riyadh City and Similar 

Global Projects: A Comparative Study 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Riyadh has recently witnessed rapid population and urban growth. In 2014, its 

population reached about six million. The number of daily trips reached about eight 

million trips in 1434 AH, with public transport transporting 2% of these trips. The 

authority expects that the number of daily trips will rise to about (15) million daily 

trips in 1445 AH. 

In 1433 AH, concerned authorities agreed to implement the King Abdulaziz 

Project for Public Transport in Riyadh. This study will address this project, with the 

aim of a brief review of its most important components: metro and bus networks. 

Selection of twelve global cities with fast and efficient public transport systems, and 

comparing its transport systems with the King Abdul Aziz Project for Public 

Transport in Riyadh, in terms of: urban characteristics, characteristics of train 

networks, and the number of passengers. 

The comparison indicated that the beginning of the project’s services will be 

strong, due to the huge size of the project, ie, a metro network that consists six lines, 

and supported by a bus network covering the city’s neighborhoods. In addition the 

farthest distance the passenger walk to the nearest transport station does not exceed 

(300) meters. Also, the project started from where the others ended, its various 

systems are equipped with the latest technologies, and great attention is paid to 

security and safety. The project took into account Saudi society's values in designing 

its vehicles, as well as the desert climatic conditions prevailing in the country. 

Finally, waiting tine in metro station is very short between (90-220) seconds. 

The authority’s reports indicate that, the project's implementation completion 

rate has reached about 90%. Therefore, this study expects to start operating in 2022 

AD. Among study's recommendations: is to make more effort on work on educating 

the community encouraging them to use public transportation, and to study the tariff 

by taking on consideration proportion to the social and economic conditions of the 

community. 

 

Key Words: Riyadh metro, metro network, buses network, metros' comparisons. 
 


