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Source: Harold G. Marcus, Donald Edward Crummey and Assefa Mehretu, Ethiopia. 
Encyclopedia Britannica, available at, https://www.britannica.com/place/Ethiopia 
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(2) Richard Ernest Muir (1984): Modern Political Geography, Macmillan 
Publications Ltd., London, p. 56. Also: 
-  Kevin R. Cox (2003): Political Geography and the Territorial, Political 

Geography, no. 22, pp. 608-610. 
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(1) Ilídio do Amaral (1986): The Geographical Factor in the Formation of 

Modern States, Finisterra: Revista Portuguesa de Geografia, vol. 21, no. 41, 
p. 63. 

(2) Zdenek Cervenka (1973): Land-locked Countries of Africa, The Scandinavian 
Institute of African Studies, Oslo, p. 19. 

(3) Ilídio do Amaral, op. cit., p. 62. 
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� ������� �,��QR�+2 �: 
-  Wallace W. Atwood (2009): The Increasing Significance of Geographic 

Conditions in the Growth of Nation-States, Annals of the Association of 
American Geographers, vol. 25, no. 1, pp. 6-13. 

(2) Norman J.G. Pounds (1972): Political Geography, McGraw-Hill, New York, 
p. 63. 
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� 	�� �Q�� ��
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(1) A.K. Irvine (1965): On the Identity of Habashat in the South Arabian 
Inscriptions, Journal of Semitic Studies, vol. 10, no. 2, p. 181. 

(2) V. Tarikhu Farrar (2020): Precolonial African Material Culture, Lexington 
Books, New York, p. 35. 

)J(  5	2��� S6T U)"< ��� /�/�� ���)���O :( �V�W �XM ; 5'X	D Y�Z� [��\
����]����� � �^��6� �_")A� ��'�B ��I�VA' `a `%6B�' ���	I �E �J]�,. 

),( � �bM�6� >B�! �,. 
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Source: Mamar Ibn Rashid (771): The Expeditions, An Early Biography of 
Muhammad, Translated and Edited by Sean W. Anthony (2014), New York 
University Press, New York, p. xxxviii. 
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(2) Paul B. Henze (2000): Layers of Time, A History of Ethiopia, Palgrave 
Publishers Ltd., New York, pp. 147-148. Also: 
- Saadia Touval, op. cit., pp. 33-34. 
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Source: Kalewongel Minale Gedamu (2008): Ethiopia and Eritrea, The Quest for 
Peace and Normalizations, MA Thesis, Faculty of Social Sciences University of 
Tromsø, Norway, p. 119. 
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(1) G. Oduntan (2015): International Law and Boundary Disputes in Africa, 

Routledge, London and New York, pp. 188-190. Also: 
- Martin Plaut (2016): Understanding Eriteria, Inside Africa’s Most 

Repressive State, Oxford University Press, Oxford, p. 9. 
)�(  r��� ���)�O �)C�� ���� :( F�T m�f ; � ' Ka�x j ��! �U)A� �)	�'�"M�

9"� }�%' ��)M�):N �� :https://www.aljazeera.net. 
(3) A.J.P. Taylor (1950): Prelude to Fashoda, The Question of the Upper Nile, 

1894-5, The English Historical Review, vol. 65, no. 254, p. 53. 
(4) Henry Dodwell (Ed.). 1967. The Cambridge History of the British Empire, 

Volume III, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, p. 261. 
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(1) G. Oduntan op. cit., pp. 190-191. 
(2) Bahru Zewde (1990): Twixt Sirdar and Emperor, The Anuak in Ethio-

Sudanese Relations 1902-1935, Northeast African Studies, vol. 12, no. 1, p. 
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(3) G. Oduntan op. cit., p. 192. Also: 
- W. B. Stern, op. cit., pp. 195-196. 
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(1) John A. Vasquez (1995): Why Do Neighbors Fight? Proximity, Interaction, 
or Territoriality, Journal of Peace Research, vol. 32, no. 3, p. 277. 

(2) Erik Gartzke (2003): The “Neighborhood Effect” in International Politics, 
International Studies Review, vol. 5, no. 3, pp. 371-372. Also: 
-  Daryna Grechyna (2017): Political Instability, The Neighbor vs. the 

Partner Effect, p. 2, available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2991360 
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(1)  Richard Ernest, op. cit., pp. 192-193. 
(2) Enterline, A. J. (1998): Regime Changes, Neighborhoods, and International 

Conflict, The Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol. 42, no. 6, pp. 805-806. 
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Source: The World Bank Yearbook, 2012, p. 71, 78, 117, 201. 
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(1) Berouk Mesfin (2012): Ethiopia's Role and Foreign Policy in the Horn of 

Africa, International Journal of Ethiopian Studies, vol. 6, no. 1/2, p. 90. 
Also: - Wuhib Muluneh, op. cit., p. 58. 

(2) Alexandra Magnólia Dias (2013): Understanding Conflict and Processes of 
State Formation, Reconfiguration and Disintegration in the Horn of Africa. 
In State and Societal Challenges in the Horn of Africa, Conflict and 
processes of state formation, reconfiguration and disintegration, Center of 
African Studies (CEA), Lisbon, p. 7. 
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� ������� ��)M��� ��ZA!2 ,� .�QR�+2: 
- Ilídio do Amaral, op. cit., p. 62. Also: 
- Political Geography, Salt Community College, USA, available at: 

https://slcc.pressbooks.pub/humangeography/part/political-geography/ 
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      Source: African Statistical Yearbook, 2020, p. 65. 
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-  Hana Attia and Mona Saleh (2021): The Political Deadlock on the Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, GIGA Focus Afrika, no, 4, Hamburg: German 
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(2) Harry Verhoeven, op. cit., p. 3. 
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Ethiopian Foreign Policy Towards Sudan and South Sudan Post-2011, 
PJAEE, vol. 18, no. 7, pp. 1744-1745. 
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1 & 2, pp. 67-68. 
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(1) Yehudit Ronen (2002): Ethiopia's Involvement in the Sudanese Civil War: 
Was it as Significant as Khartoum Claimed?, Northeast African Studies, vol. 
9, no. 1, pp. 114-116. 

(2) Ibid, pp. 116-117. 
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(1) Kidist Mulugeta (2009): The Role of Regional and International 

Organizations in Resolving the Somali Conflict, The Case of IGAD, 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, available at: https://www.fes.de/ 
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•  7�� �������  � ������� �Q1�
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(2)  Meivin Neil (April 2019): The New External Security of the Horn of Africa 

Region, USA Sipri Insights on Peace and Security. 
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(1)  Samuel M. Makinda (1987): Superpower Diplomacy in the Horn of Africa, 
Martin’s Press, New York, pp., 41, 43, 44. 

(2) Mulatu Wubneh and Yohannis Abate (1988): Ethiopia, Transition and 
Development in the Horn of Africa, Westview Press, London, p. 168. 
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(1)  Dominic Burbidge (2015): The Kenyan State’s Fear of Somali Identity, The 
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South Africa, available at: https://www.accord.org.za. 
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(2)  Samuel M. Makinda, op. cit., pp. 46-48. 
(3) Ibid, pp. 48-49. 
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(2) David Styan (2013): Djibouti, Changing Influence in the Horn's Strategic 

Hub, The Royal Institute of International Affairs, London, UK, pp. 6-10. 
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(1) Mulatu Wubneh and Yohannis Abate, op. cit., p. 167. Also: 

-  Joanna Mormul (2016): Ethio-Djiboutian Relations in the 21st Century – 
Towards New African Cooperation, Politeja, vol. 13, no. 3, p. 266. 

(2)  Tafesse Olika, op. cit., p. 143. 
(3)  Ibid, p. 168. 
(4) Joanna Mormul, op. cit., p. 267. 
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(1) Mulubrhan Atsbaha, op. cit., p. 2. 
(2)  World Bank Group (2015): Horn of Africa Initiative Berbera Corridor 

Program. Background Note. p. 2. 
(3)  Joanna Mormul, op. cit., pp. 275, 276, 277. 

),(  U��Z� ��'+) �M�%8+���0 :(! eI�)~2 �A��� eI�Z%� ��k$ �l�� S'+ �Uv�M ���� 
 ���Jt� � �t. 
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(1) Getachew Begashaw (2010): Port of Assab as a Factor for Economic 
Development and Regional Conflict, ResearchGate, p. 4. 

(2)  Joanna Mormul, op. cit., pp. 277-278. 
(3)  Mulubrhan Atsbaha, op. cit., p. 2. 
(4)  Mulatu Wubneh and Yohannis Abate, op. cit., pp. 168-169. 
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(1)  Joanna Mormul, op. cit., pp. 277-278. 
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(3)  Ibid, p. 280. 
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(2) Tafesse Olika, op. cit., p. 147. 
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Role of the International Community in the Conflict, Universitat Pompeu 
Fabra, Baecelona, p. 2. 

(4) Miquel Vázquez Escolano, op. cit., p. 3. 
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(1) Bart L. Smit Duijzentkunst and Sophia L. R. Dawkins (2015). Arbitrary 

Peace? Consent Management in International Arbitration, The European 
Journal of International Law, vol. 26, no. 1, p. 152. 

(2)  Miquel Vázquez Escolano, op. cit., pp. 3-4. 
(3) Joanna Mormul, op. cit., pp. 278-279. 
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(2)  Ibid, pp. 177-179. 
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 �	�v�M ���%�IN �'�&T ���x2 �1X�%	j 9"�"5?I�*+ 5	�)	+ "Issayas Afeworki I�'+ 
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Peace in the Horn of Africa, Review of African Political Economy, vol. 36, 
no. 120, p. 168. 
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(1) Conference on the Current Peace and Security Challenges in the Horn of 
Africa (12-13 March 2007), Organized Jointly by Centre for Policy Research 
and Dialogue and InterAfrica Group, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, p. iii. 
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(5) Elizabeth (2018): Eritrea and the Migration Dilemma in the Horn of Africa, 

International Research Scape Journal: Vol. 5, Available at: 
https://scholarworks.bgsu.edu/irj/vol5/iss1/3  
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(2) Kelsey Lilley (12 July 2018): Why Djibouti is the Loser of the Horn of 
Africa’s New Peace, The Atlantic Council, Available at: 
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Institute in Washington (AGSIW), Available at: https://agsiw.org/ 
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of Africa, Foreign Policy, Available at: https://foreignpolicy.com/ 
)�(  _'+ /'I .�Y�B)���0 :( =�*¸ ��)")"i ��|I �5���*D ^��� ��ZA¬ �)	�)6� eI�Z%�

 ��� ��)M��,p� � ��0. 



�#�� 

�	 �����	'�	� 
 

$�!%&� ���&� '�( )�* �	
�	�� +��	��� ,�-���!"�#�� ./  
 

�( ���: 
 ��
��
� ��5�:  � ���5� ���� '����� *��Q� ������; ���+�� *��Q5�
 0�
�  �� #����  ��"� 	3� 'D���� D��� ��&� ��& ���3 05� '��3�1��� ����+��?�

 ������  �� ����� C�"�� ������ �� 0��1�� 	3 ���:)G(k� �� �D���( ��&��3 ' 	3 E��� �=&
 ���� 'E�� *��� 	3 0��1��� V3�&��� ��+� E&� ���  ������  �� *��Q5� `����
 #���� *��3 	3 �"�& �� ���&� ?� '�������� �+�  �� ��.��� A��+��  ����  � 7(��
 �=3�"� ��" �������& >��"  � �&���� '����(� ��&� ���2� 	3  ��5�� S�1"�  �

� �������< *�&
� �%���� ��( ����  
" *��Q)X( . 
 ���  �� 	�� <���� 7��  � �������� �+�  �� ��&���� ��3�1�� *��Q5� ���5� ���
 ��� ���� ���&�� ��&��� *��Q5�  �� �+�, ' ������  �� *��Q5� ��� 	����� ���$�

�� ���Q
;  ��&���� 	3 #��5� ��,���� ����  ��
�&��  �� ��Q5� ���
? '��"�
�
������;� ���+��)I(  � ���+�� ����� '"	&��� 6��&� " �5<�1�� E��" #��3 >�&��"�% "
 	3 �D��<, �
��GM ��&�� GN_M 7���� ]�,%$� E����  � E&� 0�<� �+� 9���, ��� 

 g%&�  � ���� �%�"� 7�" ����  � �5�� '��"��  �&@��� �3�5� ����" �
��� ���
 7�� 	3 �+�  � #���
�� 0�< 	3 �D2�� �
��G^Pe  � ������ 6�� 	3 ����
� '

 #���1� �+� <����"0��+ �&"" E�13��  ��� '�
����� D����  �� 9�� 'GK  � �D��5� 
�
���� �<%&� �3��  ����� �D5��� �&�� '�+� <����)M(. 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
)�( ' ���� ��� ´�(� �bM�	 >B� �0J. 

(2) Mennatallah Nasr Atwan (2018): Egyptian-Ethiopian Water Relations: A 
Benefit Sharing Perspective, Master’s Thesis, The American University in 
Cairo, Egypt, p. 14. 

(3) Kahlan Kazem Helmy and Anwar Saeed Ibrahim (2021): Egyptian-
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Education, vol. 58, no. 4, p. 2963. 

(4)  Richard Pankhurst, op. cit., pp. 30, 64. 
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(1) Mehari Taddele Maru, op. cit., p. 21. 
(2) Belete Belachew Yihun (2014): Battle over the Nile: The Diplomatic 

Engagement between Ethiopia and Egypt, 1956-1991, International Journal 
of Ethiopian Studies, vol. 8, no. 1 & 2, pp. 75-90. 
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TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

)�(  r��� 5w)x�%	j ����%�)���J]���, :( e�	I�"� E��$ /8�' ��)w)x�%	j2 �)	�)6�
� � ,O�],O,. 

(2)  Joseph Lindqvist, op. cit., p. 22. Also: 
- Hana Attia and Mona Saleh, op. cit., p. 3. 

(3)  Mennatallah Nasr Atwan, op. cit., p. 14. 
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 (1) Ibid, p. 29. 

)�(  ��k+ 9�Z ')���� :(=�*¸ �"H ��)")"i ��|I ������� �N �)��V� �)	�'�"M�� �*2 �I��Y 
 ���� ��)M��,J� � � 00]��,. 

(3) International Crisis Group (20 March 2019): Bridging the Gap in the Nile 
Waters Dispute, Brussels, International Crisis Group, Africa Report, no. 271, 
pp. 1-40. 



��E�� 

�.  B�; K.� �)C.�	 �� ��A/ $4 $.H�	 �����	�E��: 
 	��" �1� 7�G_ CQ�� ����  � ��&@� ���Q�� �&��� ��2��@� ���� ) �������� �+�

 ��
�� ( ���3�& �&�XPGI ��"� XPG^ 	����; ]�"� ��� *?��� 6�� �Q,� '
 7��� '9�+�� 0&��� ��� 7�1� 	�� *�"��1�� B3� �Q,  � *����"�� ���<� ���

� 	�� �&����  � 7(���� �&���� >��� >�&� 	3 ������� 8��%�  $%� 9�+�� 0&��� ����
 ������� �� �5���� *����@�?� *���5��  �  � 7(���� ���+� �13��  �� �2�&� �

 ��� *"2�� ��� '���2��5� 	3 S"� �+�� 	<5� ��&� B�" ���  � ����(�

 7� �+� ���&�� 	�� *����"�� 	3 ���<� V@&� �
��
  � *?���  �  �� �"��+ �5�
9�+�� B��@�� ��� <42 ���� ��� ��"� �� *��� ����. 

 
�( 9���	: 

 *���� *��� �D���13 '	1��3;  �1� ���� 7�1� 	3 ����2 *��Q5�  ��� <����
 ������� *Q+�  � �L�23 #�� *Q��� V�
$� 	3 *���
� �1<&�� ��� ��� ��&���

�  ��� <��� *&�� 	�� ��� �� #��<� *��Q5�  ��� <���� �L���"� '����� �1<&�� ���
 	1��3;  �1� �1<&�  � C�" '����� B5� ��Q5� ��� 0�%  �� '	1��3;  �1�
 *��Q� ��&� C�" '��&��� ��������� �����,� �
��
�� 7���� �2�� *"�+� ������

=&�  � �1<&�� ��� 	3 �5��� ������  ��� �����Q�  � ����� �1� ? 	�����
 ��
 <���� '��&� *����� #�5� -��,�� ����5� #����� E�% �1<&� 	3 �5��� ������
  �1� �1<&� ���  � 9� 	3 C�"� ���  � ��� '	3�4�� ����� ��3�1��� ��,�����

 ��� ��� #�%��� V�5&� 	1��3;)G(. 
��&��� *��Q5� ���5� V��
�  �1� ��� ��,��$� ��5� C�" '����� *��Q� �%�"��� 
 7�� 	3 D���"�� 9�Q���KGN *��� $�
 �����  � ��� ��,����� ���+�� ��U� C�" '

 *��Q5� 6�� ��$�� 7�� '7�
�� ����� ��
�  �� �� �� �%�"� �Q��  ��� ��%��
Q5� *�=� '6�&p ����� *&�� 	�� *���+��� 7�5� 	3 �L���"� ' ������  �� ��.�� ��
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)�(  ��I�� S6T 9"� ��Y)���� :( �� %?j �)"8 �"H �5���*D ^��� 12� >' �)A�)� e�?X��
��� ��)�"�� �)	�)6� E�"��2 ��� ��)!��� �)���*N ��'�B � p�. 
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)�( � � �bM�6� >B�! ��C p�]pJ. 
)�(  5l�($ �k+)���O :( ���? �EX6� ��AM ; S�)� I2�2 5���*D ^��� ; s� � �)��&zN
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)J(  �� TÁ� �/8�! Y��<)���p( �h2�� ^2��%�2 �)Z�%� �IY2 ���A6� �� TD F�%8 �
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(1)  Neil Melvin (2019): Managing the New External Security Politics of the 
Horn of Africa Region, SIPRI Policy Brief, pp. 3-5. 

(2) Shady Ahmed Mansour, Yara Yehia Ahmed (2019): Saudi Arabia and UAE 
in the Horn of Africa, Containing Security Threats from Regional Rivals, 
Contemporary Arab Affairs, Vol. 12, Number 3, p. 99. 
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ABSTRACT 

 
This study attempts to feature the impact of the location of Ethiopia on its 

political behavior towards its direct and indirect neighbors, since the beginning 
of its formation until now. The findings suggest that: 
• Ethiopia has striven for long to expand its confined land-locked 

geographical area at the expense of its immediate geographical neighbor 
states, resulting in a state of permanent tension and conflict with them. 

• Ethiopia as an imperially formed state is far from being a monolithic state. 
It is, instead, a state with a multitude of minority nations, most of whom 
settle in the peripheries of Ethiopia, adjacent to the neighbor states to which 
they feel they belong. This made the state of Ethiopia vulnerable to many 
geopolitical flaws, represented in separatist conflicts, accompanied by 
violent uprisings and armed rebellions of nations and entities within the 
state, as is happening now in Tigray. 

• Ethiopia's location, as an upstream state over the Nile River, has a 
prominent strategic importance, which made it always seek to control the 
Nile waters and change its course, threatening water security of 
downstream states, particularly Egypt. 

 
Key Words: Ethiopia, Political geography, Ethiopian expansion, Landlocked state, 
geographical neighbor states, the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. 
 




