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Source: Harold G. Marcus, Donald Edward Crummey and Assefa Mehretu, Ethiopia.
Encyclopedia Britannica, available at, https://www.britannica.com/place/Ethiopia

G s A S5 8 Jan ) gl sealial) sl adsdl e
S EUNSYA N ISP POV VST BELON VI TR B PR I VS S PP P
smaill a8 5all 5 absolute location (3laall a8 gall Laa ¢cpiigl 5 (e Leadl aill il
ol anally o) g ¢ il ddgall e Qllall 4 5S Al Sy erelative location
s sils sl 5 ke 3 gipal 13 ey can )l adl o Ay el
DA e dlliy donlidl San gl e b ae LilBle 3 Lo @l 54
pead A Al 3 Ble A (i) 8 L las Al Allad) i)
Miaseie Jd se 5 o kil

Jg2 old bl S5k s s 51y 3 ak) 31 A S 1(V29%) e il e das (V)
A e FY A Ll el LY e el g GISYY ST a2 ¢l
(2) Richard Ernest Muir (1984): Modern Political Geography, Macmillan
Publications Ltd., London, p. 56. Also:

- Kevin R. Cox (2003): Political Geography and the Territorial, Political
Geography, no. 22, pp. 608-610.
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(1) Ilidio do Amaral (1986): The Geographical Factor in the Formation of
Modern States, Finisterra: Revista Portuguesa de Geografia, vol. 21, no. 41,
p. 63.

(2) Zdenek Cervenka (1973): Land-locked Countries of Africa, The Scandinavian
Institute of African Studies, Oslo, p. 19.

(3) Ilidio do Amaral, op. cit., p. 62.
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- Wallace W. Atwood (2009): The Increasing Significance of Geographic

Conditions in the Growth of Nation-States, Annals of the Association of

American Geographers, vol. 25, no. 1, pp. 6-13.
(2) Norman J.G. Pounds (1972): Political Geography, McGraw-Hill, New York,

p. 63.
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(1) A.K. Irvine (1965): On the Identity of Habashat in the South Arabian
Inscriptions, Journal of Semitic Studies, vol. 10, no. 2, p. 181.

(2) V. Tarikhu Farrar (2020): Precolonial African Material Culture, Lexington
Books, New York, p. 35.
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(1) G.W. Bowersock, op. cit., p. 57.
(2) John Young (2007): Ethnicity and power in Ethiopia, Review of African
Political Economy, vol. 23, no. 70, p. 532. Also:
- Peter Woodward (2002): The Horn of Africa: State, Politics, and
International Relations, 1. B. Tauris Publishers, London, p. 12.
(3) Sir Ernest Alfred Wallis Budge (1929): A History of Ethiopia, Nubia and
Abyssinia, vol. 1, Routledge, New York, p. 190.
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(6) Menelik II, Emperor of Ethiopia, available at: https://www.britannica.com.
Also:
- F. Peter Ford (2008): Christian-Muslim Relations in Ethiopia, A Checkered
Past, a Challenging Future, Reformed Review, vol. 61, no. 2, p. 58.
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(1) Saheed A. Adejumobi (2007): The History of Ethiopia, Greenwood Press,
London, p. 28.

(2) Saadia Touval (1963): Somali Nationalism International Politics and the
Drive for Unity in the Horn of Africa, Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp.

47-48.
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198.
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- Agreement between the United Kingdom, France, and Italy, Respecting

Abyssinia, signed at London, December 13, 1906. (1907). The American

Journal of International Law, 1(2), 226-230.
(2) Samuel Rubenson (2009): The European Impact on Christian-Muslim
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Africaines, vol. 2, no. 5, pp. 48-49.
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- Richard Pankhurst (1967): Menilek and the Utilisation of Foreign Skills
in Ethiopia, Journal of Ethiopian Studies, vol. 5, no. 1, p. 35.
(3) Edmond J. Keller (1987): The Politics of State Survival: Continuity and

Change in Ethiopian Foreign Policy, The Annals of the American Academy
of Political and Social Science (AAPSS), vol. 489, p. 80.
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- Gufu Oba (2013): Nomads in the Shadows of Empires, Contests,
Conflicts and Legacies on the Southern Ethiopian-Northern Kenyan
Frontier, Brill, London, pp. 33-34. Also:

- W.B. Stern (1963): The Treaty Background of the Italo-Ethiopian

Dispute, The American Journal of International Law, vol. 30, no. 2, p.
192.
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(1) Matthew J. McCracken (2004): Abusing Self-Determination and
Democracy: How the TPLF Is Looting Ethiopia, Case Western Reserve
Journal of International Law, vol. 36, no. 1, pp. 188-189.

(2) William Seger (2018): The Independence of Ethiopia and Liberia, Bowling
Green State University, Africana Studies Research Conference, no. 2, p. 3.

(3) Edmond J. Keller (1987), op. cit., p. 80.
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(2) Paul B. Henze (2000): Layers of Time, A History of Ethiopia, Palgrave
Publishers Ltd., New York, pp. 147-148. Also:
- Saadia Touval, op. cit., pp. 33-34.
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Peace and Normalizations, MA Thesis, Faculty of Social Sciences University of
Tromsg, Norway, p. 119.

(1) Saheed A. Adejumobi, op. cit., p. 72.
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(1) G. Oduntan (2015): International Law and Boundary Disputes in Africa,
Routledge, London and New York, pp. 188-190. Also:
- Martin Plaut (2016): Understanding FEriteria, Inside Africa’s Most
Repressive State, Oxford University Press, Oxford, p. 9.
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(3) AJ.P. Taylor (1950): Prelude to Fashoda, The Question of the Upper Nile,
1894-5, The English Historical Review, vol. 65, no. 254, p. 53.

(4) Henry Dodwell (Ed.). 1967. The Cambridge History of the British Empire,
Volume III, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, p. 261.
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(1) G. Oduntan op. cit., pp. 190-191.

(2) Bahru Zewde (1990): Twixt Sirdar and Emperor, The Anuak in Ethio-
Sudanese Relations 1902-1935, Northeast African Studies, vol. 12, no. 1, p.
80.

(3) G. Oduntan op. cit., p. 192. Also:
- W. B. Stern, op. cit., pp. 195-196.
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- Raj Kumar Trivedi (1971): The Role of Imperial British East Africa

Company in the Acquisition of East African Colony in the Second Half of

the Nineteenth Century, Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, vol.

33, p. 620.
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(3) G. Oduntan, op. cit., p. 194.
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Ogaden: 1887-1935, Journal of Ethiopian Studies, vol. 27, no. 2, p. 71.
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- Edmond J. Keller (1987), op. cit., pp. 79-80. Also:

- Edmond J. Keller (2005): Making and Remaking State and Nation in
Ethiopia. In Ricardo Rene Laremont (Ed.), Borders, Nationalism, and the
African State, Lynne Rienner Publishers, Boulder, pp. 91-92.

(4) Robert G. Patman (2009): The Soviet Union in the Horn of Africa: the
diplomacy of intervention and disengagement, Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, pp. 27-30.
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(1) Saheed A. Adejumobi, op. cit., pp. 29-30. Also:
- Christopher Clapham (2017): The Horn of Africa, State Formation and
Decay, Oxford University Press, Oxford, p. 32.
(2) Ioan Myrddin Lewis, op. cit., p. 41.
(3) Harold G. Marcus (1965): The Rodd Mission of 1897, Journal of Ethiopian
Studies, vol. 3, no. 2, p. 25.
4) Abdulgawi A. Yusuf (1980): The Anglo-Abyssinian Treaty of 1897 and the
Somali-Ethiopian Dispute, Horn of Africa, 3(1), pp. 38-39. Also:
- Harold G. Marcus (1966): The Foreign Policy of the Emperor Menelik
1896-1898, A Rejoinder, The Journal of African History, vol. 7, no. 1, p.
121.
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(1) Yacob Arsano (2007): Ethiopia and the Nile Dilemmas of National and
Regional Hydropolitics, Center for Security Studies, Zurich, p. 207.
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Institute of Foreign Policy, Cambridge, pp. 17-22.
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International Studies Review, vol. 5, no. 3, pp. 371-372. Also:
- Daryna Grechyna (2017): Political Instability, The Neighbor vs. the
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3, p. 494.
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(2) Ibid, p. 6.
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Ethiopia Water, and Regional Integration, Africa Programme, Briefing
Paper, Chatham House, London, p. 5.
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(3) Negera Gudeta Adula (2018): The determinants of Ethiopian Foreign Policy
Under Consecutive Regimes, Appraisal of Military and EPRDF Government
Determinants of Ethiopian Foreign Policy, International Journal of Political
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(3) Amare Tekle (2008), op. cit., p. 494.
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ABSTRACT

This study attempts to feature the impact of the location of Ethiopia on its

political behavior towards its direct and indirect neighbors, since the beginning
of its formation until now. The findings suggest that:

Ethiopia has striven for long to expand its confined land-locked
geographical area at the expense of its immediate geographical neighbor
states, resulting in a state of permanent tension and conflict with them.
Ethiopia as an imperially formed state is far from being a monolithic state.
It is, instead, a state with a multitude of minority nations, most of whom
settle in the peripheries of Ethiopia, adjacent to the neighbor states to which
they feel they belong. This made the state of Ethiopia vulnerable to many
geopolitical flaws, represented in separatist conflicts, accompanied by
violent uprisings and armed rebellions of nations and entities within the
state, as is happening now in Tigray.

Ethiopia's location, as an upstream state over the Nile River, has a
prominent strategic importance, which made it always seek to control the
Nile waters and change its course, threatening water security of
downstream states, particularly Egypt.

Key Words: Ethiopia, Political geography, Ethiopian expansion, Landlocked state,
geographical neighbor states, the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam.
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