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Source: Harold G. Marcus, Donald Edward Crummey and Assefa Mehretu, Ethiopia. 
Encyclopedia Britannica, available at, https://www.britannica.com/place/Ethiopia 
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(2) Richard Ernest Muir (1984): Modern Political Geography, Macmillan 
Publications Ltd., London, p. 56. Also: 
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Modern States, Finisterra: Revista Portuguesa de Geografia, vol. 21, no. 41, 
p. 63. 

(2) Zdenek Cervenka (1973): Land-locked Countries of Africa, The Scandinavian 
Institute of African Studies, Oslo, p. 19. 

(3) Ilídio do Amaral, op. cit., p. 62. 
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(1) Yehudit Ronen (2002): Ethiopia's Involvement in the Sudanese Civil War: 
Was it as Significant as Khartoum Claimed?, Northeast African Studies, vol. 
9, no. 1, pp. 114-116. 

(2) Ibid, pp. 116-117. 
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African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD), 
South Africa, available at: https://www.accord.org.za. 
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(1)  Donna R. Jackson (2010): The Ogaden War and the Demise of Détente, The 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, vol. 632, 
pp. 32-35 

(2)  Samuel M. Makinda, op. cit., pp. 46-48. 
(3) Ibid, pp. 48-49. 
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Horn of Africa Region, SIPRI Policy Brief, pp. 3-5. 
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in the Horn of Africa, Containing Security Threats from Regional Rivals, 
Contemporary Arab Affairs, Vol. 12, Number 3, p. 99. 
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ABSTRACT 

 
This study attempts to feature the impact of the location of Ethiopia on its 

political behavior towards its direct and indirect neighbors, since the beginning 
of its formation until now. The findings suggest that: 
• Ethiopia has striven for long to expand its confined land-locked 

geographical area at the expense of its immediate geographical neighbor 
states, resulting in a state of permanent tension and conflict with them. 

• Ethiopia as an imperially formed state is far from being a monolithic state. 
It is, instead, a state with a multitude of minority nations, most of whom 
settle in the peripheries of Ethiopia, adjacent to the neighbor states to which 
they feel they belong. This made the state of Ethiopia vulnerable to many 
geopolitical flaws, represented in separatist conflicts, accompanied by 
violent uprisings and armed rebellions of nations and entities within the 
state, as is happening now in Tigray. 

• Ethiopia's location, as an upstream state over the Nile River, has a 
prominent strategic importance, which made it always seek to control the 
Nile waters and change its course, threatening water security of 
downstream states, particularly Egypt. 

 
Key Words: Ethiopia, Political geography, Ethiopian expansion, Landlocked state, 
geographical neighbor states, the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. 
 




